Historic Places - Urban Conservation Areas & Individual Placesin the former City of Footscray

Identification and location

Name of place: |[Upper Footscray Residential Precinct

Other Name
Address bounded by| |The Crescent, Droop and Tiernan Streets, Central Ave,
Gedlong and Commercial Roads
|Footscray |
Place | dentifier Heritage Overlay Number 2000 |HA 2 |

Heritage Significance |City |

Creation date(s) |1890s-1920s Map (Melway) |42 B3

Boundary description |The Crescent, Droop and Tiernan Streets, Central Ave, and parts of Gedong and Commercia
Roads, with emphasison al origind Edwardian-eraand Victorian-eradements, indluding
basalt pitched paving, asphdt footpaths, lot sizes and Street patterns.

Local Government Area |CityofMaribyrnong |

Ownership Type |Private& Public |
Description
SiteType:  [Housing estate |

Physical Description

The genera character of the Precinct is one of smdl Edwardian single-storey detached housing
with mainly westherboard wall cladding, corrugated iron roofing, smilar front and sde setbacks
and narrow block frontages outside of Droop Street and Geelong Road. There are many notable
civic and residentid buildings dong Geelong Road with wide frontages, deeper setbacks,
masonry congtruction (red brick), some date and Marsailles pattern unglazed terra-cottatile
roofing, and generdly larger in scale. Houses were origindly with picket front fences and streets
were origindly with asphat footpaths and stone kerb and channdl. There was origindly no
provision for on-Ste vehicle parking for most of the identified housing, with some exceptions
aong Gedlong Rd where stables are provided at the rear. The built form is of the typica
Edwardian villamain hip and projecting gable roof form combination. The narrow linking streets
between Commercia Road and Droop Street augment the built character of the area, with ahigh
integrity and visud consstency of housing, generadly narrow frontages and ditinctive street
dignments. Theirregular street pattern hel ps concentrate the built character in the short curving
streets which run east-west between Droop Street and Commercial Road (i.e. Central Avenue
into Johnson Street).

Of the 214 ligted places in the Upper Footscray Residential Precinct, 176 are contributory.
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With respect to specific character:

Catherine Street which faces the playing fidds of the school and has mainly sde fences as
frontages up to the bowling club Ste. It has stone guttering and kerbing and dtered Victorian-era
timber housing. It ishighly visble from within the precinct, across the playing fidds, and serves
asalink to the adjoining school ste.

Centrd Avenueisanarrow dtreet in width and has a curving dignment into Johnson Street
which enhances the perception of contributory housing and the generd streetscape.

The Commercid Road streetscape commences with the massive bluestone Footscray primary
school at the south end. At the north side of the school grounds, from the Catherine Street
corner, there are mainly Edwardian houses, with some Victorian-era, as exemplified by number
63. The west Sde has alow integrity but could be included to provide a context for the east Side.
There are some remnant em gtreet plantings at the south end, likely to be from the 19th Century.

In Droop Street, there is mixed development at the south end but otherwise the streetscape is
largely of Edwardian and 1920s houses. Both houses at the corner of the Crescent are
individually notable. One is weatherboarded Edwardian (number 105) with bayed verandahs and
gablets at the verandah (once the Rollinson house) and the other is an attic Bungaow style house
(number 101) which has unusua and important glass set under a distinctive bracketed hood
(former house of Dr. Orthodtat). It also has additionsin the roofline which have been contrived
to match. New development includes numbers 95 and 93 which isablock of flats (once early
housing) beside another contributory group including number 91 (resdence of Kenddl, the
financier) and number 89. Edwardian period devel opment commences on the east side a
number 82, on the corner of Tierney Street, which is highly ornamented (once the Jamieson
house). There is a mixture of new development which extends past the new motd and then, from
number 96, Edwardian and 1920s villas extend north. Substantial 1920s houses such as number
102 and unusud detailed houses such as number 108 (Edwardian timber) areincluded. The last
contributory house in the streetscape is number 114 (former home of Ms. Wagnall, music
teacher).

The Gedong Road streetscape differs from the rest of the precinct asit contains relatively large
houses, mainly on very large stes and built for adifferent socid class. This agpect highlights
Gedong Road' straditiond place as asiting for Footscray’ s well-to-do. Thisis paralded with
the egdlitarian Siting S0 close to worker housing.

The Footscray school (1865-, 1881-2) commences the streetscape on Geelong Road,
continuing as mainly timber Victorian single- fronted villa devel opment which extends through to
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number 68 with abreak of a new building and then extensive examples such as the Edwardian
number 60 (former Henry Griffith's house) with its arched verandah ornamentation and wide
frontage. Number 62, is another atic-style Bungaow (former Arthur Griffith's house) with
unusud detaling and a distinctive baustrade to the verandah, including some garden rockery and
asundia, double-doors and window bays.

Contractor, Herbert Crib's number 64 (1885) with its intact fence and gates, and iron verandahs
provides another earlier example of comfortable houses of the 19th century. From this point to
the east the streetscape is largely new, except for the two-storey villa currently occupied by the
R.S.L. The late 1930s example at number 38 and The Pebbles at the corner of Droop Street.
These are dl individudly notable houses, but not directly contributory to the precinct, being
separated from the mgjor groups.

Although Herbert Street is of an interesting dignment and highly visble within the precinct there
are few contributory houses there, the street serving to link the precinct with the school ste. The
south end of the Street has basalt gutters and kerbing and curving alignment which winds back
towards the schooal, with playing fields on one side and patchy early housing on the other,
including numbers 2, 6 and 8. These have an early gabled roof profile and have been renovated
and dtered gnce, but their dignment to the curved Street is unusua. New development differs
garkly from the precinct character in the form of number 4. The north end has a predominance
of 1920s houses, a good example being number 31, with some new development from number
35 onwards. This section also has basdlt kerbing and guittering.

In Johnson Street the street has basdt kerbing and guttering with mainly Edwardian timber
houses with one vacant lot plus an extensive new building, a number 2, which is unrelated to the
character of the area. Number 1istypica of contributory housesin the street, being
weetherboarded with an Edwardian form but with aspects of the later Bungalow style such asthe

heavy piers.

The stone kerb and channel and asphdt footpath in Shepherd Street has been largdly replaced
with concrete while contributory house styles are Edwardian timber with the characteristic gable
form dominant but with some older Victorian houses intermixed. Many have minor dterations,
some mgjor like number 9, with complete examples such as number 5 being individualy notable.
There are aso some 1920s houses, such as number 2, but they are in the minority. Number 8
has adistinctive arched verandah frieze work. Number 12 has been dtered, as has number 14,
and the verandah removed on number 18, but houses like number 20, which has areclad roof
and new auminium windows, till has the overdl period form, detailing and cast-iron.

Thereis some basdt kerbing and channdlling in The Crescent. The street has timber Edwardian-
era houses with some related 1920s devel opment, such as numbers 6 and 10 and some
unrelated recent development such as 12, but examples such as number 14 (Cdifornian
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Bungdow) are individualy digtinctive and highly contributory consdering the large frontage and
brick congtruction, dthough at 14A thereis anew unreated villa constructed in what gppearsto
have been the stable yard of the house beside it. Number 16 has unusua timber detailing.
Numbers 1-15 are generdly Edwardian and timber athough dtered in detall.

In Tierney Street there are single-fronted gabled Edwardian houses which are generaly atered,
but good examples include numbers 2 and 4.

Concrete kerbing and channel has replaced basalt in White Street. There is some new
development such as numbers 32, 30 and 28, but the dominant period is Edwardian, as
numbers 29, 27 and 25, but with superficia dterations like new windows, recladding, and
verandah changes. Number 5 has interesting cast-iron and a corner Ste, large frontage, and
makes agood contribution to the area.  There are a'so Edwardian single-fronted houses at the
east end which include numbers 2 -10, some dtered in detail. Number 14 isa Cdifornian
Bungdow and from number 16 onwards there is another collection of mainly hipped-roof
probably late-Victorian villas.

Condition

| good (partially disturbed, well preserved) |
Integrity

| substantially intact/some intrusions |

Context

Contained within two main road links (Balarat and Gedlong Roads) and adjoining both the
riversde parkland and industry.

Threats:
|Unre| ated development, changes to origind fabric, particularly dong Gedlong and Bdlarat Roads.

History

Despite the frantic subdivison of land in the late nineteenth century, most of the residentid
development of the City of Maribyrnong has occurred in the twentieth century.

In the first two decades of the century housing spread out through Seddon, between Geelong
Road and Somerville Road and at West Footscray. In this period and the 1920s, much of the
resdential development was carried out by devel opers, such as Hansen, who built homes on
both sides of Gedlong Road at West Footscray, Rainer, who built an estate around Eleanor,
Gordon Street, Almaand Rainer Streets and even Sir William Angles, who began to subdivide
land to the south of Somerville Road at Y arraville and Kingsville in the 1930s. At Madstone
war-service homes contributed to the filling streetscapes between Meehan and Mitchell Streets
{ Barnard, 2000} .
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Reputedly the unusually shaped triangular residentiad area of the Upper Footscray Precinct arose
in 1864 (with its near twin across Geelong Road) to serve a public demand for more suburban
lots. Droop, Barkly, Gedlong and Commercid Roads were the only thoroughfares through what
were then generally two-acre lots. By 1877, little had changed except for a sprinkling of
buildings dong Droop Street but, by 1910, many of today’ s streets and houses had materialized
( Butler, 1993} . Mgor Edwardian housing groups survive aong Centra Avenue and parts of
Commerciad Road, with some Victorian erahousing in White Street. The Footscray Primary
School and numbers 48 and 64 Gedong Road are dl individualy notable and substantia
Victorian buildings. The latter two perpetuate the tradition of Footscray’ s dite residentid quarter
being aong main thoroughfares such as Gedong and Ballarat Roads (see HA 3) and directly
adjoining worker housing.

The Edwardian dominance in this area may be atributed to the resdentid reflection of industrid
expangon in Footscray in that eraand the gradua shift north away from traditiond riverside
indugtrid locations. This trend was evident in the 1890s when at least two engineering
workshops were located near the areawhile acordia factory and implement maker were close
to Barkly Street. Kenner's rope works were rel ocated into or near the area (Ballarat Road), as
was the Colonid Ammunition Factory during the Edwardian-era.

The opening of the Middle Footscray Station nearby in 1906 alded the spread in this direction.
Similarly, subdivisons created in 1905 and 1907 (K. Arndt and J. S. Jenkins, surveyors)
around Centra Avenue and The Crescent, respectively, and existing 1880s and 1890s estates
(also by Jenkins) provided the basis for the development surge ( Butler, 1993} .

There were four main historical influences that shaped the precinct's development. According to
Butler (1993) these were:

1. Transport Development: the overland routes, the railway’ s Edwardian upgrading, the
tramways (1921-) and the development of the road system and motor transport;

2. Indugtrid Development (secondary): the development of mgjor rail and riverside secondary
industries linked with the rurd export trade recovery of early this century, the resort to

Footscray for chegp land by the inner city indugtries, this time away from the railway stations and
river.

3. Residentia Development: grouped like the industrid Sites dong transport routes, road (near
workplaces) or rail and then spread by the tramway and finally motor transport; and residential
development which follows dosdly the prosperity of industry.

4. Civic Deveopment: accumulation of schools, public buildings, following early transport routes,
then the population centres

Thematic context

Australian Principal Theme [Making suburbs
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PAHT Subtheme |Making suburbs | L ocal Theme(s) |Private subdivisions and villagesin the
nineteenth century

Cultural Significance

The Upper Footscray Residentid Precinct is sgnificant historically and aestheticdly to the City of
Maribyrnong because:

- itisardatively undtered Victorian and Edwardian precinct of both working and middle class
housing which offers a cohesve cultura and visud character reflective of two growth erasin the
City induding:

- smdl generdly Edwardian sngle-storey detached housing with mainly westherboard wall
cladding, corrugated iron roofing, smilar front and side setbacks and narrow block frontages
outside of Droop Street and Geelong Road,

- notable civic and residentid buildings dong Gedong Road with wide frontages, deeper
setbacks, masonry construction (red brick), some date and Marsallles pattern unglazed terra-
cottatile roofing, and generdly larger scae,

- surviving examples of origind asphdt footpaths and stone kerb and channd,

- the evocation of the pre motor car erawith no origind provison for on-gte vehicle parking for
mogt of the identified housing, with some exceptions along Geelong Road where stables were
provided at the rear, and

-built form of the typical Edwardian villamain hip and projecting gable roof form combination
(Criterion A4);

- it illugratesthe fundamentd influence of the Edwardian industria boom in Footscray which
mede the City the foremost industrial centre in the State and led to an expanded local workforce
and new housing edtates (Criterion A4);

- there areindividudly significant places within the precinct such asthe Gedlong Road group of
large Victorian & Edwardian-eravillas and individudly notable civic architecture which provide
architectural focus within the area (Criterion F1);

- it demondtrates the egalitarian nature of 19th century Footscray by the juxta-posing of worker
and middle class housing plus adjacent industry in Footscray Road within the one locdlity
(Criterion A3); and

- itillugtrates the growth patterns engendered by the Siting of railway stations, schools and
prestigious residences (Criterion A4) .

Comparative Examples:

Within the City, the Seddon areahas smilar attributes but without the unusual street pattern,
proximity of industry and the large private and civic structures.

Recommendations
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Heritage Victoria Register [No |

Register of the National Estate: |No |

National Trust Register: |N0 |

Other Heritage Listings [No |

Planning Scheme Protection |Exhibited Planning
Scheme (Heritage Area)

External Paint Controls Apply?: IY% |

Internal Alteration Controls Apply?: |No |

Tree Controls Apply?: |No |

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register under the Act: |No

Are there Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt?: [No |

Prohibited Uses may be Permitted

Recommendations:

The boundaries of the existing Heritage Overlay HA 2 in the City of Maribyrnong Planning
Scheme should remain (refer map) with some congideration given to providing a Design &
Deveopment Overlay for the west Sde of Commercia Road (which has lesser heritage integrity
to that of the precinct as awhole but provides a context for the eastern side of the street). The
genera am isto encourage new development which rdaesin form, scae, finish and Sting to the
identified places in the precinct.

The following objectives have been drawn from the Statement of Significance where
contributory places or eements are generdly:

- places which derive from the Edwardian & Victorian-eras, with a secondary contributions
offered by 1920s housing;

- smdl Edwardian single-storey detached housing with mainly weetherboard wall cladding,
corrugated iron roofing, smilar front and side setbacks and narrow block frontages outside of
Droop Street and Geelong Road;

- notable civic and residentia buildings dong Gedlong Road with wide frontages, deeper
setbacks, masonry congtruction (red brick), some date and Marsallles pattern unglazed terra-
cottatile roofing, and generdly larger scae;

- originaly with picket front fences,

- origindly with asphdt footpaths and stone kerb and channd;

- origindly with no provison for on-gte vehicle parking for mos of the identified housing, with
some exceptions along Geelong Road where stables are provided at the rear;

-built form of the typicd Edwardian villamain hip and projecting gable roof form combination.

It is recommended:
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- to consarve and enhance the identified contributory dementsin the precinct and individualy
sgnificant places where dements include buildings, objects, landscape (such as surviving street
tress like the dmsin Commercia Road), land and street works and enhancement includes the
reinstatement of missing origind eements;

- to conserve and enhance the visud relationship between contributory elementsin the precinct;
- to conserve and enhance the public view of these contributory elements;

- to conserve and enhance the prominence of key heritage places such as the Footscray
Primary School, and Returned Servicemen Lesgue

- to conserve and enhance the amenity of the precinct to ad in its heritage conservation;

- to ensure that new eements within the precinct are recessive and related to the precinct's
contributory elementsin roof and plan form, externd materids, front and sde setbacks from
property boundaries, and building bulk as viewed from public aress; and

- that Council investigate the preparation of an incorporated plan for the precinct which will
embody the above objectives.

Australian Heritage Commission Criteria

|A3 Importance in exhibiting unusual richness or diversity of flora, fauna, landscape or cultural features.

the demonstration of the egalitarian nature of 19th century Footscray by the juxta-posing of worker and manager housing plus
adjacent industry within the one locality

A4 Importance for their association with events, developments or cultural phases which have had a significant rolein the
human occupation and evolution of the nation, state, region or community.

itisarelatively unaltered Victorian and Edwardian precinct of both worker and plant-owner housing which offers a cohesive
cultural and visual character reflective of two growth eras in the City;

it illustrates the fundamental influence of the Edwardian industrial boom in Footscray which made the City the foremost
industrial centre in the State and led to an expanded local workforce and new housing estates;

the illustration of the growth patterns engendered by the siting of railway stations, schools and prestigious residences

E1 Importance for a community for aesthetic characteristics held in high esteem or otherwise valued by the community.

there are individually significant places such as the Geelong Road group of large Victorian & Edwardian-eravillas and
individually notable civic architecture

historical significanc architectural significan [ social significance [ scientific significanc
Documentation

References

Butler, G. 1993 The Footscray Urban Conservation Area Review, City of Footscray: 36;
Barnard, 2000, Historic Places Review Environmentd History, City of Maribyrnong

Data recording
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Assessed By: lGraeme Butler, Francine Gilfedder |

Assessed Date:  [June 2000
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HA?2: Upper Footscray precinct
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