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Barnett Gallant & Co. Warehouse
232 Nicholson Street :

History

Auctioneers and agents (David T.) Barnett (William)
Gallant & Co. commissioned this large warehouse and
showroom in 1888, after acquiring John Meages’ (?)
brick and wood furniture shop.! J.H. Hooper’s cloth-
ing factory was there early this century (c1910-20), fol-
lowed by the Cosmos Knitting Mills in the late 1920s.2
The Central Methodist Mission Goodwill Industries
were there in the late 1930s but O'Halloran’s funeral
parlour has been the longest recent occupier of the
building.?

Of the first owners, both were active in the Baptist
Church and Barnett was Footscray town clerk from
1898 to his death in 1916.%,

Hooper’s twenty year stint there coincided with their
occupation of their retail stores in Footscray (199-213A
Barkly Street, q.v.) and Sydney Road, Brunswick. As a
whitegoods manufacturer, Hooper’s employed near
50% of Footscray’s female factory workers in 1901.°
They also served what was claimed as ‘the largest mail
order drapery business in Victoria® This was the ‘com-
modious three-storied factory’ cited in Footscray's First
Fifty Years which paralleled with another (tailoring and
dressmaking) behind their Barkly Street stores (now
demolished). At that time (1909) they also had an em-
porium at Williamstown. Photographs of ¢1909 show
the factory with its original post verandahs and

Local architect, C.J. Polain, accepted tenders ,fqr an
‘auction room’ at Footscray late in 1888. The builder

was G, Matthews. |

Description .

A substantial three-storey warehouse, former factory

building, this dominates the Nicholson Street south

skyline and offers, as well as its scale difference, right-

of-wayloading access on its southern side, over- looked

by open slatted timber balconies and closed off by iron
_ gates at the street alignment.

Typically, the cemented main elevation is austerely
detailed with a balustraded parapet, moulded window
label-moulds, and string-course mouldings terminated
by vermiculated blocks at each floor line, Still visible
on its north side is the warm colour of old brickwork,
in this case laid with a bonding course at each sixth.

External Integrity

Shopfronts and canopy new, brickwork painted over,
post verandah and parapet urns gone.

Streetscape

Relates in part to the 1923 row and Mitchell's Build-
ings on the north and the slatted, late Victorian facade
on the south. The adjacent Belgravia Hotel (1920s
renovation) and Polain buildings opposite also lend
support to the buildings period expression.

Significance

Architecturally, typical of the austerely ornamented

. suburban warehouses of the 1880s, but also retaining
an unusual enclosed loading R.O.W. and related bal-
conies on its south side. Historically. associated with
two major Footscray businesses, one of (Hooper’s)
which achieved State-wide prominence for their retail-
ing and their actions in achieving standard working
conditions.
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