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Maples Furniture Warehouse
111-113 Nicholson Street

History

Frederick Thomas, Benjamin and Joseph Nathan com-
prised the management of Maples Furniture
Warehouse in 1913, when they leased these new
premises from J.N. Williams (grocer ?). The corner
had once held a modest (timber ?) verandahed shop
emblazoned (in old photographs) with the noble sign,
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“The Working Man’s Boot Palace.'! Its three-storey re-
placement remained as Maples until at least the 1960s.2

It is probable that the Nathans involved in Maples were
connected with Maurice Nathan, later a major force
behind the larger Patersons Pty. Ltd. empire.
However, Maples adopted a lower profile than Pater-
sons, having suburban branches here and in South Mel-
bourne and in some rural towns.?

-

Description

A three-storey face brick stucco and stone (basalt)
former corner store: the main upper fenestration s seg-
ment-arched with third level windows adopting a rec-
tangular shape, divided into six lights. Most of the
facade ornament is at the parapet, which is articulated
between the nine facade bays in the form of an ox-bow
scallop, The piers protrude above with ccment balls
and dentillated caps, in the frequently used manner of
architects, the Tompkins Brothers,

1 FFOY p.152
2 D1915-65
3 D1962;branch also in Prahran?
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early large tenancies forming part of a retail centre
| which held metropolitan status,

External Integrity

Stone, glazing and bricks painted, the cantilever
canopy and most shopfronts new. The upper wall
splayed corner is assumed to have possessed openings
once.

Streetscape

Major corner element (one of few three-storey build-
ings) with ornamentation which relates to the earlier
commercial core of the centre.

Significance

Architecturally, of only intermediate worth but
dominant and contributory to the commercial precinct
with its bulk and period detail, Historically, one of the

1 FFOY p.149(
2 ibid.: MMBW CF385399
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