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Regulation 27

Instructions to complete form

Who should complete this form?

A person who discovers a site that should be recorded on the Heritage Inventory. This form must be completed in
accordance with Heritage Victoria’s Guidelines for Conducting Historical Archaeological Surveys available at
www.heritage.vic.gov.au.

Enquiries and more information

Web: www.heritage.vic.gov.au
Telephone: (03) 9938 6891
Email: archaeology.admin@delwp.vic.gov.au

Please lodge your form in one of the following ways:
By email to: archaeology.admin@delwp.vic.gov.au (Word is the preferred document format) OR
By post to: The Executive Director, Heritage Victoria, PO Box 500, MELBOURNE VIC 8002

Please note: all sections must be completed. Incomplete forms will be returned to the applicant which may result
in delays.
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1. Place details

Place name: Warrnambool Rifle Range

Heritage Inventory Number (if any): NOT LISTED

Other or former names: Thunder Point Rifle Range, Shelly Beach Rifle Range

Municipal Council: Warrnambool City Council

Address: 55 Elliot Street, Warrnambool, (Allotment 12)

Geographical coordinates (GDA94 or WGS84) expressed in degrees and decimals of a degree:
-38.393776/ 142.461118.

Mapsheet name and number (1:100,000 only): 7321-7421, WARRNAMBOOL-MORTLAKE.

2. Cadastral location

County: Villiers

Parish: Wangoom

Township: Warrnambool

Section:

Allotment: 12

Standard Parcel Identifier (SPI): 12~74\PP5841

3. Details of site owner or land manager (wnere known)

Title: Mr.

First Name: Simon

Surname: Perrin

Business or organization name: Wannon Water

Position title:

Address: 25 Gateway Road, Warrnambool, VIC 3280

Email address: simon.perrin@wannonwater.com.au

Telephone: 03 5565 6750
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4. Details of site occupier whereknown)

Title: Site is unoccupied

First Name:

Surname:

Business or organization name:

Position title:

Address:

Email address:

Telephone:

5. Aboriginal cultural values

*
=2
o

Site has known Aboriginal values

*
=2
o

Site is recorded on the Victorian
Aboriginal Heritage Register

6. Current description of site

Remnant features associated with the former rifle range comprise an earthen embankment-backstop, or butts,
at the downrange extent of the range. This is skirted by a constructed trench, set into the embankment and
extending along the embankment’s northern boundary. The trench was utilized by range operators to change
targets while the range was in use. Although degraded, the trench is intact and displays masonry, timbres and
steel components. Sections of the trench at its eastern and western extent are roofed with corrugated iron,
however sections of this roofing have collapsed. The trench also contains materials associated with the ranges
operation, particularly systems used to raise/ lower targets. Corroded pully systems and metal target frames are
present as well as paper rifle-targets. Spent munitions are apparent on the embankment and surrounding
surfaces.

Date recorded: 18/12/17

On Victorian Heritage Register *N

o

*
=
o

On Heritage Overlay

Associated sites:
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No Associated sites

7. Place history

The original construction of the rifle range is attributed to the 1850’s-60s and associated with the formation of
the Warrnambool Volunteer Rifle Brigade. Specific mention of the brigade is made in a newspaper article printed
in 1862.

A number of newspaper articles published in the late 1800’s refers to the use of the butts. It is evident from these
that the range was used by a number of cadets and rifle clubs, including Port Fairy, (Belfast), Portland, and Terang.
Several newspaper articles published in the late 1800’s and early 1900 report on the outcomes of rifle
competitions held at the range. The early construction of the range suggests that manual methods were utilised.

A 1948 aerial image displays the range prior to these works (Figure 1), with a red line marking the extent of the
trench. This area retains fabrics most likely associated with the intial construction of the site.

Works to repair or develop the range were undertaken during the mid-late 1900’s. Materials used for the works
included cement bessa bricks in the trench walls, and lengths of metal train line as supports (see plates included
below). The works also included the construction of a storage section at the eastern extent of the trench, with a
corrugated iron roofed. while a photograph from 1977 clearly shows the roofed storage area at the eastern end
of the trench, indicated on Figure 2 below.

A 1976 news article details a dispute between the Warrnambool Rifle Club and the Warrnambool City Council
over a consideration to relocate the range to a location further from the city. The article sights the usage of the
range by Warrnambool Rifle Club since 1890, and its unique quality of being able to accommodate up to 100
shooters partaking in team shooting events. The range continued to operate units 1993 when it was closed to
make way for the waste water treatment plant.

Relevant newspaper articles are attached.
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Figure 1: 1948 aerial image of the rifle buts and trench along its northern face. The extent of the trench is indicated by ared line.
(Victorian State Government- Photo Mosaics: http://services.land.vic.gov.au/maps/photomaps.jsp).
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Figure 2: 1977 aerial image of the rifle buts and trench along its northern face with eastern roofed component visible
(Google earth).




Historical archaeological site card

8. Analysis of site (interpretation)

The site functioned as a rifle range for in access of 100 years and represents the recreational practice of small
arms target shooting in the Warrnambool district during this period.

Remnant features associated with the range comprise the rifle buts and associated trench. The range is
covered by coastal scrub regrowth.

Materials evident at the site indicate at least two phases of development; early features within the trench are
characterized by eroded masonry and weathered timbers. Sections of the original trench are visibly cut into
subsurface calcarenite deposits which display evidence of weathering.

Subsequent development and repair is evidenced by emplaced steel and timber supports along the original
trench structure, and the presence of intact and relatively un-weathered bessa bricks and a covered eastern
section with corrugated iron sheet roofing. The earth embankment contains car tires visible within the eastern
portion of the embankment. Images of the features are included below (Plates 3-15).

9. Statement of Significance

Significance

The following thematic framework is taken from Victoria’s Framework of Historical Themes document issued by
Heritage Victoria and a discussion of which is part of the Historical archaeological assessment of VHI.! The themes
are intended to assist in identifying, assessing, interpreting and managing heritage places and objects. It encourages
a comprehensive approach to heritage identification and protection and provides a comparative context for deeper
understanding of the significance of places and objects. Of the nine themes provided by Victoria’s Framework of
Historical Themes, the Warrnambool Rifle Range directly relates to the following:

09 Shaping cultural and creative life

As established under the Framework of Historical Themes, this theme displays Victoria’s cultural life in its many
facets: sport, arts, popular culture and science. It highlights the passion for sport that typifies Australian society and
shows Victoria’s leading role in developing some of the nation’s major sporting events and games.

Subtheme:
9.1 Participating in sport and recreation

e Forming local sports clubs

Furthermore, the concept of cultural significance is discussed in The Burra Charter (Australia ICOMOS 1999) which
defines ‘cultural significance’ as “aesthetic, historical, scientific, social or spiritual value for past, present or future
generations” (2013:2).2 These are four categories (values) against which the cultural heritage significance of the VHI
site within the study area can be assessed. The table below presents the listed values and levels of significance of

1 Victoria’s Framework of Historical Themes: http://www.dtpli.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/219261/Victoria_Framework_Historical_Themes_themes.pdf - accessed
18/07/2016.

2The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Chart for Place of Cultural Heritage Significance (2013): http://australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Burra-Charter-2013-
Adopted-31.10.2013.pdf - accessed 18/08/2016
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the Warrnambool Rifle Range, as identified in Heritage Victoria’s (2008) Guidelines for Conducting Historical
Archaeological Surveys.

Table 1: Significance of Warrnambool Rifle Range

Cultural Significance Description Level of
Significance Significance
Aesthetic The place is a prominent within the immediate landscape. Low
Historical The site is representative of the formation of the Warrnambool | Moderate

Volunteer Rifle Brigade and subsequent Warrnambool Rifle
Club. The site was utilised by members of the local community
for a period exceeding 100 years. It remnant features
demonstrates retain early fabrics associated with the original
construction of the site, as well as subsequent phases of
development the late 20" century.

Scientific Further investigation of the place has potential to reveal new Low-
information about processes or practices with respect to the Moderate
development and use of small arms munitions throughout the
late 1800’s and 1900’s.

Social or The place is important to a group within the local community Low
Spiritual because of long use and association deriving from its use by
local clubs for a period exceeding 100 years.

The study area is significant as it represents a recreational activity practiced at the location that dates to the late
19" century and continuing through to the late 20th century. Archaeological deposits and constructed features and
materials remain at the location. This includes the original trench and embankment, and associated structures, as
well as spent munitions deposited at the site during its use. The artefactual material from the site has the potential
to inform questions regarding the operation of rifle ranges and may also address questions regarding the
development or typologies of small-arms ammunition used during this period.

10. Suggested Protection

X Heritage Inventory
O Victorian Heritage Register
O Heritage Overlay

11. Threat

Is the place under any threat? If so, what is the threat?

Land including the rifle buts and associated trench is within the footprint of a proposed development that will
result in the destruction of the features in their entirety.
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12. References / Informants

Please list books or other sources that may provide historical information about this place.

News articles and information provided by Wannon Water and the Warrnambool & District Historical Society
Inc.

13. Attachments

Please attach the following to this form:

X A map showing the location of the site. Map must clearly identify recorded area and include any street
addresses (e.g. excerpt from Melway and its reference numbers)

X A plan showing all archaeological features, and any built cultural heritage. (The plan must be labelled,
and scale noted — e.g. 1: 100,000)

X Photographs of the site (you may include historical photographs, historical plans, and historic maps)

X Any other documents or notes produced as a result of the survey.

14. Recording archaeologist’s details

Title: Mr.

First Name: Zachary

Surname: Jones

Business or organization name: Andrew Long and Associates

Position title: Senior Project Manager

Business or company address: 54-58 Smith Street,
Collingwood, VIC 3066

Email address: zak@alassoc.com.au

Telephone: 03 9470 9222
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15. Statement

| state that the information | have given on this form is correct to the best of my knowledge.

Name: Zachary Jones

Signature:

Date: 23/01/2018
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showing collapsed roofing of corrugated iron sheeting. Facing east.
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Figure 3: Western extent of the trench,
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Figure 4 Facing the western extent of the rifle butts from an unsealed access road
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the trench.
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Figure 6 Top of the rifle butts facing west. The northern face of the butts is to the right of shot and slopes down to the trench.
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Figure 7 Top of the rifle butts facing south, up face of embankment. Western end
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Figure 8 Spent rifle bullet visible on the butts.
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Figure 10 Constructed trench at forward (northern) face of rifle buts. Timbre and masonry construction material visible. Steel
components of target frames and pully system evident. Rolled rifle targets are also visible at base of trench.
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Figure 11 Constructed trench at forward (northern) face of rifle buts. Timbre and masonry construction material visible as well as
steel components of target frames.
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Figure 2 Constructed trench at forward (northern) face of rifle buts.
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Figure 13 Roofed eastern extent of trench, id
constructed from galvanized corrugated iron.
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Figure 14 Recent components of trench at eastern extent. Materials used include masonry, and iron components, including supports

made from reused rail track
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Figure 15 Eastern section of trench appears to be of newer construction. Materials use
Steel target frame visible in centre of shot.
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vifke mateh an Sadnebay For o galil medal
givea by Messrs Wilson Diros,, of Timar.
etrect.  Bach corps sont o fear of eight
piflemen, each warksmoan having five shots
wt engh tange—100, 200, and SH yanls
Whon the shaoting was Guished the re-
ennl showed the tofal resnhato be—{iram-
tiwine Selion!, 260 pointe ; State Sehood, $951
points,  Towover, it war pointed ot at
4 wichoehet that lad liean counted as a
soare of four, and the Grawmar Sehoal
Luils {animated by o very manly Feeling)
refused to tnke advantage of this ervor in
seoring,  On rectilying this ereor by sub-
mitting # nounght for a fonr, the Sile
Sehonl boys were three aliead,  They how-
over, refusel to claim a victory afier the
mateh had been given agyinst thes, swml
it was decided to again eompile for the
wize on Monday afternoon The follow-
g is the full record of the shoating —
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The matel was contimnsml vesterday
afternoon at the iz, when the B
showed  eome good wavkeman=hip o ith
Lizeir Martind-Tlewd carbines,  The weatloer
was well snited for shooting, Leing ealin
and o gowl Jisht. The Gronmar Schoal
tean wen by 31 points. Sergoant-Majos
Fryer had Tmodicapped the ieams, giving
the State School boys 26 points,  They
dirl not tuke the handieap, bnt the resull
l:[‘.ﬂ.‘etl that the sergoant was very aconride
i his estupate. Home ol the lols shonl-
ders were very sore, from e * kicking”
they receiveil af Butnrdays competitm.
The tenms consisted of seven, insted of
might, us o ﬂl{l I111'L~.1'ilr!n:|si tecaaton,  Une
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Rifle association president Graham

Dyson (left) and secretr}r

Doug Clark believe t

he club would now su

rvive after South West Water
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chairman Graeme

Rodger announced the authority would develop the Lake Gillear site to the standard of tha former Thunder Point facility. Picture: GLEN WATSON. sonecsss

Range to open in January

By KATIE HYDER

AFTER more than five years without
a home, the South Western District
Rifle Asscciation has been saved in a
move that the club’s president said
would ensure the survival of the sport
in the region,

Since the old rifle range at Thunder
Point was closed to make way for a
waste water treatment plant in 1993,
Warrnambool had been left with no
resources to attract new members as
others left, president Graham Dyson
said,

‘During the past five to six years,
especially since the closure, we
haven’t had the facilities to be able to
attract new members to the sport.”

Combined with natural attrition,
this had resulted in a decline which

[

& I-'i.

saw membership drop to the current
level of B0, he said. Mr Dyson
described the announcement as a
breakthrough, saying it had been a
long and, at times, frustrating
Process.

“There were times when we didn't
really know which direction we
should go in,” he said.

While there were three other rifle
ranges in the region — Port Camp-
bell, Yambuk and Terang — these
had never been 100 per cent secure as
two were on private land while one
was under constant pressure from
Parks Victoria, Mr Dyson said.

Located in the Lake Gillear area,
the new site would be leased from the

South West Water Authority for a
do-year period, he said. The authority
inherited the obligation to re-
establish the rifle range when it was
formed in 1994, chairman Graeme
Rodger said yesterday.

This obligation had been partially
fulfilled when the authority pur-
chased the 33-hectare site at a cost of
about $220,000, Mr Rodger said.

Mr Rodger said the authority would
develop the site to the standard of the
facilities at Thunder Point, but any
further development would have to be
funded by the association.

After a request for support from
Warrnambool City Council in an
application for sports and recreation

funding was rejected last month, Mr
Dyson said the association would
have to look elsewhere for
estimated $50,000 required.
This funding would have been used

to build accommodation and facilities |

for the dizabled, he said.

While the rejection was disappoint-
ing, Mr Dyson said he hoped to
attract other shooting sports to the
site in order to expand the facility
with the possibility of making it into
a ballistics complex.

But regardless of how this eventu-
ates, Mr Dyson said the range would
open in January next year and would
have modern targets and other
amenities.

“We're looking at a facility that will
be equal to or better than anything
else in Vietoria.”

the |

Rifle association saved
by development promi e
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Ririe Marcn.—A rifle match for a
‘pony will take place a¢ the Ride Butts,
tn-marrmr aftertioon," at three o'clock,

Eetsqu will ba-Han pped, and

t andicapping of Mr. Drill in-

structor Bernard gave so much satisfac-

tion at the match last week, we presume

his services will be again brought inta
requisition. .
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TuE oadats of the Warroambool State
school  will celsbrate the Prioce of
Wales' birthday to.day in the follo wiog
wanoer—They will fall in at the school
at nine o'clock this moraing to take part
in a rifle cowpatition at the local ranges,
It will be remewbered that some time
ago Mr. Rutledge gave £10 to the ocorps,
of which thers 18 a bulance awouatiog to
£3 10s.  This sum will be fired for to.
day, being divided into trophies as fol-
low :—Firat prize, valoe £1 ; second,
16a; third, 104; fourth and Hfh, Ba
wuch, and a spucial prize of 158 for those
who bave joined the corps since the lst
Juge, 1891. Twe targets will be six feut
by four ia size, the size of'the bull's eye
beiog 12 ioches, for which four points
will be allowed ; the ceatre two feel wilk
three poiats, and the outer and remaindsr
of the target two points. The raogas
will be at 100 yards (kuesling) and 200
yards (prone.) Five shots aod a sighter
will be allowed at each rangs, In the
afternoon the cadets will sssemble i

Albert Park for skirpishiog and the
atiack formation.
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Tae Warrnambool cadets will engage
in a rifle competition on Saturday next
at the Shelly Beach ranyes. A sum of
£4, part of the proceeds of the recent
cadet ball, will be disbursed in prizes.
The winner will be awarded £2, second
158, and third 105, and 15s will be given
for the highest individual score. The

rize-winners will be allowed the privi-
ege of buying articles as trophies, The
ranges will be at 100 and 200 yards, tive
shots and a sighter st each. r. C. A.
Oakley, an ex-lieutenant of the corps,
bas given a tr8phy for the best section
~¢ five at drill.




-5 7k

They feel that such s
move would breakup the
club and destroy what Is
considered by visiting
shoolers to be one of the
best ranges in Ansiralia.

Last week the ity
vestigate foa - posbliey

e ¥
of estab a8 new
rifle range within a 16 to
2§Wkilommre raarus of the
city.

Secretary of the rifle
club, Mr Vie Ferrier, said
last night the club met
the councill about two
weeks a.]ga to discuss the
ity

aposal,

A deputation from the
council later inspected
the range.

Mr Ferrier said shift-
ing the range would in-

8y it dl:lﬂm?;
monay bul wou
take a small amount of
finance to Improve the

present range.
Hamaﬁmm

told that if the council

Warrnambool Rifle Club members sa
city council to shift its range in South

y they will oppose any moves by Warrnambool
War mambool to a site outside the

city.
Mr Ferrler sald a Warr-
businessman

HANDS OFF OUR LAND, == .:::

got of the range the
would take over,

“It appears that the
majority of comncillors
seem to be a front for
the golf elub” Mr Fer-
rier said,

“Ome of our members
has been approached by
a councillor who said the
eouncil was not interest-
ed in the rifle range,
Im;ﬁn the councll orig-

¥ required was =&
scenic road behind the
stop  butts 4
thers was a fence put up
with a gateway on the
east slde to be controlled

the Army and the

club,” he agid,

hol
golf clu

He .said the golf club
took over a portion of the
range during World War
II while the Warrnam-
bool City and North
Warrnembool rifle ctubs
were in recess,

After the war-an agree-

ment was made between .

the golf club and the
rifla clubs that the ggﬁlf
club could still use the
land, he sald,
“The ¢lub received no-
thlnq
preference on the
land but it changes its

programs to sult the golf
club.

NGRY RIFLEMAN

“Football clubs, the
¥yacht club and bowls
clubs have been helped
by the councll bot the
tmlty help the fifie club
is to get 13 to be put off

" the range,

“The main. argument . of
councllors who oppose
the present position of
the range s ‘that it is
too dangerous,

“However, all shooters
using the ra Are ex-
{:erlmued mbd a?ﬂ ?ﬂuﬁ
nstructed by q £
shooters

“I appeal to counneil-
lors
sea [
i is

com
him last year with & pro-
position that if the rifle
club got off the range the

£olf club would get them
& site of = ar size
elzewhere,

This was refused by
rifle club members, he
said.

Later another business-
man, who was not & golf
club member, put the
same proposition to him
and was refused, Mr Fer-
rier sald.

“The majority of South
Warrnembool  residents
do not want us to move,"
he zald.

“It Is convenient for
us to come down during
the week fo do mainten-
‘ance work on the range
and for shift workers
who shoot for relaxation.

L3726

LOR WILL
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ncil will be asked to reverse

20-5 7%

IS EEEERAS AN LEELELELITE T T

m(ity adheres
to compulsory
voting policy

CELEE L LT LI LR LI T ] li].lll“l‘lq

“Travell larly
to = rm?;"‘ mbﬁ::l the
city would force them to
retire from the gport.

“Other rifle clubs are
in = iti

similar position
with councils trying to
put  them off their

renges,” he sald.

* Mr FPerrier said  the
elub hed been shooting
ai: {h& Tafige fmce 1800
and now had 235 mem-
bers with slx more ex-
pected to join soom.

This ‘year club mem-
bers won the $7000 Cor-
angamite shisld, he-said.

Mr Ferrier sald the
Warmambool range had
12 targets and was the
biggest In Victoria out-
slde Geelong bel the
only Western orisn
range able to aceommo-
date up to 100 shooiers
for team shoots,

.
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