
Instructions to complete form 

Who should complete this form? 

A person who discovers a site that should be recorded on the Heritage Inventory. This form must be completed in 
accordance with Heritage Victoria’s Guidelines for Conducting Historical Archaeological Surveys available at 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au.  

Enquiries and more information 

Web: www.heritage.vic.gov.au 
Telephone: (03) 9938 6891 
Email: archaeology.admin@delwp.vic.gov.au 

Please lodge your form in one of the following ways: 

By email to:  archaeology.admin@delwp.vic.gov.au (Word is the preferred document format) OR 

By post to: The Executive Director, Heritage Victoria, PO Box 500, MELBOURNE VIC 8002 

Please note: all sections must be completed. Incomplete forms will be returned to the applicant which may result 
in delays. 

Office use only 
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1. Place details

Place name: Warrnambool Rifle Range

Heritage Inventory Number (if any): NOT LISTED 

Other or former names: Thunder Point Rifle Range, Shelly Beach Rifle Range 

Municipal Council: Warrnambool City Council 

Address: 55 Elliot Street, Warrnambool, (Allotment 12) 

Geographical coordinates (GDA94 or WGS84) expressed in degrees and decimals of a degree: 

-38.393776 / 142.461118.

Mapsheet name and number (1:100,000 only): 7321-7421, WARRNAMBOOL-MORTLAKE. 

2. Cadastral location

County: Villiers

Parish: Wangoom 

Township: Warrnambool 

Section: 

Allotment: 12  

Standard Parcel Identifier (SPI): 12~74\PP5841 

3. Details of site owner or land manager (where known)

Title: Mr. 

First Name: Simon 

Surname: Perrin 

Business or organization name: Wannon Water 

Position title: 

Address: 25 Gateway Road, Warrnambool, VIC 3280 

Email address: simon.perrin@wannonwater.com.au 

Telephone: 03 5565 6750 
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4. Details of site occupier (where known)  

Title: Site is unoccupied 

First Name:  

Surname:  

Business or organization name:  

Position title:  

Address:  

Email address:  

Telephone:    

5. Aboriginal cultural values 

Site has known Aboriginal values  *No 

Site is recorded on the Victorian 
Aboriginal Heritage Register 

 *No 

6. Current description of site 

Remnant features associated with the former rifle range comprise an earthen embankment-backstop, or butts, 
at the downrange extent of the range. This is skirted by a constructed trench, set into the embankment and 
extending along the embankment’s northern boundary. The trench was utilized by range operators to change 
targets while the range was in use. Although degraded, the trench is intact and displays masonry, timbres and 
steel components. Sections of the trench at its eastern and western extent are roofed with corrugated iron, 
however sections of this roofing have collapsed. The trench also contains materials associated with the ranges 
operation, particularly systems used to raise/ lower targets. Corroded pully systems and metal target frames are 
present as well as paper rifle-targets. Spent munitions are apparent on the embankment and surrounding 
surfaces. 

 

 

Date recorded: 18/12/17  

On Victorian Heritage Register     *No 

On Heritage Overlay     *No 

Associated sites:   
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No Associated sites 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Place history 

The original construction of the rifle range is attributed to the 1850’s-60s and associated with the formation of 
the Warrnambool Volunteer Rifle Brigade. Specific mention of the brigade is made in a newspaper article printed 
in 1862.   

A number of newspaper articles published in the late 1800’s refers to the use of the butts. It is evident from these 
that the range was used by a number of cadets and rifle clubs, including Port Fairy, (Belfast), Portland, and Terang. 
Several newspaper articles published in the late 1800’s and early 1900 report on the outcomes of rifle 
competitions held at the range.  The early construction of the range suggests that manual methods were utilised. 

A 1948 aerial image displays the range prior to these works (Figure 1), with a red line marking the extent of the 
trench. This area retains fabrics most likely associated with the intial construction of the site. 

 

Works to repair or develop the range were undertaken during the mid-late 1900’s. Materials used for the works 
included cement bessa bricks in the trench walls, and lengths of metal train line as supports (see plates included 
below). The works also included the construction of a storage section at the eastern extent of the trench, with a 
corrugated iron roofed. while a photograph from 1977 clearly shows the roofed storage area at the eastern end 
of the trench, indicated on Figure 2 below. 

 

A 1976 news article details a dispute between the Warrnambool Rifle Club and the Warrnambool City Council 
over a consideration to relocate the range to a location further from the city. The article sights the usage of the 
range by Warrnambool Rifle Club since 1890, and its unique quality of being able to accommodate up to 100 
shooters partaking in team shooting events. The range continued to operate units 1993 when it was closed to 
make way for the waste water treatment plant.   

   

  Relevant newspaper articles are attached. 
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Figure 1: 1948 aerial image of the rifle buts and trench along its northern face. The extent of the trench is indicated by a red line. 

(Victorian State Government- Photo Mosaics: http://services.land.vic.gov.au/maps/photomaps.jsp). 
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Figure 2: 1977 aerial image of the rifle buts and trench along its northern face with eastern roofed component visible  

(Google earth). 
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8. Analysis of site (interpretation)  

The site functioned as a rifle range for in access of 100 years and represents the recreational practice of small 
arms target shooting in the Warrnambool district during this period.  

Remnant features associated with the range comprise the rifle buts and associated trench. The range is 
covered by coastal scrub regrowth.  

Materials evident at the site indicate at least two phases of development; early features within the trench are 
characterized by eroded masonry and weathered timbers. Sections of the original trench are visibly cut into 
subsurface calcarenite deposits which display evidence of weathering.  

Subsequent development and repair is evidenced by emplaced steel and timber supports along the original 
trench structure, and the presence of intact and relatively un-weathered bessa bricks and a covered eastern 
section with corrugated iron sheet roofing. The earth embankment contains car tires visible within the eastern 
portion of the embankment.  Images of the features are included below (Plates 3-15). 

9. Statement of Significance 

Significance 

The following thematic framework is taken from Victoria’s Framework of Historical Themes document issued by 
Heritage Victoria and a discussion of which is part of the Historical archaeological assessment of VHI.1 The themes 
are intended to assist in identifying, assessing, interpreting and managing heritage places and objects. It encourages 
a comprehensive approach to heritage identification and protection and provides a comparative context for deeper 
understanding of the significance of places and objects. Of the nine themes provided by Victoria’s Framework of 
Historical Themes, the Warrnambool Rifle Range directly relates to the following: 

09 Shaping cultural and creative life 

As established under the Framework of Historical Themes, this theme displays Victoria’s cultural life in its many 
facets: sport, arts, popular culture and science. It highlights the passion for sport that typifies Australian society and 
shows Victoria’s leading role in developing some of the nation’s major sporting events and games. 
 

Subtheme:  
9.1 Participating in sport and recreation 

• Forming local sports clubs 

Furthermore, the concept of cultural significance is discussed in The Burra Charter (Australia ICOMOS 1999) which 
defines ‘cultural significance’ as “aesthetic, historical, scientific, social or spiritual value for past, present or future 
generations” (2013:2).2 These are four categories (values) against which the cultural heritage significance of the VHI 
site within the study area can be assessed. The table below presents the listed values and levels of significance of 

 

 
1 Victoria’s Framework of Historical Themes: http://www.dtpli.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/219261/Victoria_Framework_Historical_Themes_themes.pdf - accessed 

18/07/2016. 

2 The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Chart for Place of Cultural Heritage Significance (2013): http://australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Burra-Charter-2013-

Adopted-31.10.2013.pdf - accessed 18/08/2016 
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the Warrnambool Rifle Range, as identified in Heritage Victoria’s (2008) Guidelines for Conducting Historical 
Archaeological Surveys.  

Table 1: Significance of Warrnambool Rifle Range 

Cultural 
Significance 

Significance Description 
Level of 

Significance 

Aesthetic The place is a prominent within the immediate landscape. Low 

Historical The site is representative of the formation of the Warrnambool 
Volunteer Rifle Brigade and subsequent Warrnambool Rifle 
Club. The site was utilised by members of the local community 
for a period exceeding 100 years. It remnant features 
demonstrates retain early fabrics associated with the original 
construction of the site, as well as subsequent phases of 
development the late 20th century.  

Moderate  
 

Scientific Further investigation of the place has potential to reveal new 
information about processes or practices with respect to the 
development and use of small arms munitions throughout the 
late 1800’s and 1900’s. 

Low-
Moderate 

Social or 
Spiritual 

The place is important to a group within the local community 
because of long use and association deriving from its use by 
local clubs for a period exceeding 100 years.  

Low 

The study area is significant as it represents a recreational activity practiced at the location that dates to the late 
19th century and continuing through to the late 20th century. Archaeological deposits and constructed features and 
materials remain at the location. This includes the original trench and embankment, and associated structures, as 
well as spent munitions deposited at the site during its use. The artefactual material from the site has the potential 
to inform questions regarding the operation of rifle ranges and may also address questions regarding the 
development or typologies of small-arms ammunition used during this period.  

 

10. Suggested Protection 

X        Heritage Inventory 

        Victorian Heritage Register 

        Heritage Overlay 

11. Threat 

Is the place under any threat? If so, what is the threat? 

 

Land including the rifle buts and associated trench is within the footprint of a proposed development that will 
result in the destruction of the features in their entirety.  
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12. References / Informants 

Please list books or other sources that may provide historical information about this place. 

News articles and information provided by Wannon Water and the Warrnambool & District Historical Society 
Inc. 

 

 

 

 

13. Attachments 

Please attach the following to this form: 

X A map showing the location of the site. Map must clearly identify recorded area and include any street 
addresses (e.g. excerpt from Melway and its reference numbers) 

X A plan showing all archaeological features, and any built cultural heritage. (The plan must be labelled, 
and scale noted – e.g. 1: 100,000) 

X Photographs of the site (you may include historical photographs, historical plans, and historic maps) 

X Any other documents or notes produced as a result of the survey. 

14. Recording archaeologist’s details  

Title: Mr.  

First Name: Zachary  

Surname: Jones  

Business or organization name: Andrew Long and Associates  

Position title: Senior Project Manager  

Business or company address: 54-58 Smith Street, 
Collingwood, VIC 3066 

 

Email address: zak@alassoc.com.au  

Telephone: 03 9470 9222    

mailto:zak@alassoc.com.au
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15. Statement 

I state that the information I have given on this form is correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Name: Zachary Jones  

Signature: 

 

 

Date: 23/01/2018  

 
 

Figure 3: Western extent of the trench, showing collapsed roofing of corrugated iron sheeting. Facing east. 
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Figure 4 Facing the western extent of the rifle butts from an unsealed access road 
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Figure 5 Top of the rifle butts facing east across the feature. The northern face of the butts is to the left of shot and slopes down to 

the trench. 
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Figure 6 Top of the rifle butts facing west. The northern face of the butts is to the right of shot and slopes down to the trench. 
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Figure 7 Top of the rifle butts facing south, up face of embankment. Western end 
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Figure 8 Spent rifle bullet visible on the butts. 
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Figure 9 Spent rifle bullets at entrance to rabbit burrow within the butts. 
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Figure 10 Constructed trench at forward (northern) face of rifle buts. Timbre and masonry construction material visible. Steel 

components of target frames and pully system evident. Rolled rifle targets are also visible at base of trench.  
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Figure 11 Constructed trench at forward (northern) face of rifle buts. Timbre and masonry construction material visible as well as 

steel components of target frames. 
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Figure 12 Constructed trench at forward (northern) face of rifle buts.  
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Figure 13 Roofed eastern extent of trench, identified as a storage area. The roofing of the sub-surface trench is at ground level and 

constructed from galvanized corrugated iron.  
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Figure 14 Recent components of trench at eastern extent. Materials used include masonry, and iron components, including supports 

made from reused rail track 
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Figure 15 Eastern section of trench appears to be of newer construction. Materials used include masonry and reused railway track. 

Steel target frame visible in centre of shot. 
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