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The inclusion of a precinc.t in the National Trust's Register does not impose any legal obligations on
property owner~ or occupiers.. Therefore the Trust strongly recommends that if this place is not
already protected by the Heritage Overlay c'ontrols of your Planning Scheme' that yo11 take steps to do
so.

Please find enclosed a copy of the Trust1s Classification Report for Toorak ViIIage4 The Statement of
Significance summarises those aspects that, in the view of the National Trust, contribute to the
importance of the places. Such a summary is a necessary part of protection through Heritage Overlay
controls under the Plan,ning, Scheme.

I would be grateful if you could bring this Classification to the attention ofyour Council and Heritage
Advisor. We also respectfully request that you place this letter on the appropriate building file, with
the intention that. the Trust.be informed should Council become aware of any proposed developments
which could have an adverse impact on the Classified place.

I would be pleased if you could acknowledge receipt of this letter. Should you have any queries,
please do not hesitate to contact Fae Ingledew of this office on 9656 9818..

Yours sincerely

h#~
r MR JIM GARD'NER

Conservation Manager

ee. Anstat
VicRoads
Toorak Village Re~idents Action Group Inc.

UAdvic€ and opinions e.xpressed by Trust members and staff are proffered in good faith but on the basis that no legal liability is accepted by ilie Trust or the individual concerned."
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CLASSIFICATION REPORT

FN7299 I
NAME:

LOCATION:

ToorakVillage

Toorak Road, Toorak, City of Stonnington

OTHERl FORMER NAMES:

STATEMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE:

What is· signiticant?

In 1854 the State Government leased James.Jackson's Toorak House for'use as the Governor's
residence, and Gardiner's Creek Road (subsequently Toorak Road) was transformed from a rough
bush track into·a made road. The presence of the Vice-Regal residence attracted.. wealthy merchants,
pastoralists and politicians to the area and a small village gradually developed around Notley's Hotel
at the foot of Orrong.HilI,· to service the mansions"and villas of the gentry. This group of modest
shops and dwellings would later be known as Toorak"Village.

By the beginning of the twentieth century, the area had broadly developed its current form, of a
shopping strip with~etai) premises on each side, of the road and workers' cottages to the south. At
that time, the Toorak village was broadly comparable' to other shopping strips found.throUghOllt the
inner suburbs of Melbourne.. The wealth of the.Toorak area ensured the prosperity of the businesses
along Toorak Road, and unlike in'some less wealthy'areas the buildings have been continually
updated. In the late 1920s and 19308, noted architect Robert Bell Hamilton,possiblywith others,
undertook the refurbishment of a number of properties within the village in a Tudor Revival style,;
creatinga'character that distinguishes the Toorak Village from other small shopping strips in
Melbourne.

Toorak Village occupies both sides of Toorak Road,between Tintem Avenue and Canterbury Road
on the southside, and between Wallace Avenue and Grange Road on the north side. Its buildings are
typically of one or two-storeys, several dating from the late nineteenth century, such as the shop row
at numbers 464..70, and some from the early twentieth century. These include severalr~furbished in '
a Tudor'Revival mode. during the· 1920s and 1930s,such as Robert Hamiltonls redevelopment of
several shops on the comer of Grange Road (no 541 Toorak Road and 1& lA Grange Road), and
possibly 476-478.Toorak Road almost opposite, both at the eastern gateway to the precinct, and also
the Tudor buildings eastofWallace Avenue and around 451.and 475 ToorakRoad.Other early
twentieth century buildings include the Modernebuilding on the east side of Mathoura Avenue (no
428), and th~ stripped classical Commonwealth B'ank (1934, no 442) and Vintage Cellars (no 481).
A number of moderninflll buildings have been constructed in the areadu.ring the second half of the
twentieth century but the scale and, to a lesser degree the early character, of the area, survives intact

How is it significant?1



, Toorak Village is significant for historical and social reasons at. a local level, and the', collection of
Tudor Revival buildings (numbers 451-7, 475-9, 476-8,527-9 and 541)is architecturally significant

,,~;,":~t"a_'regjlf nalJevel.__~~ .* .' ..:' ~1~~~-;':"'_' ,~ ,,~ - -

Why is it significant?

Toorak Village is historically significant as a reflection of the hi~toryof the,Toorak area, one of
Melbourne's wealthiest and most exclusive suburbs.

Toorak Village is socially significant as the local shopping place for Toorak residents for one
hundr~d and fifty y~ars,and as one of,Melbou~ne's most exclusive shopping precincts.

ToorakVillagei~ architecturallysi~ifi,cant as all early shopping strip which-retains the scale and
form:of the original,'nineteenth and early twentieth century development. It retains a number of early
buildings,as well as a collectiog of Tudor Revival shops ,by noted architect and Tudor Revival stylist
RolJert Bell ,Hamilton and Qthers which define the character of the, village.

The,extent of the current nomination is as follows: all of the properties on the south side of Toorak
Road situated between Tintem Avenue and Canterbury Road; and all of the properties on the north
side ofToorak Road situated between Wallace Avenue and Grange Road.

FILE NO: National Trust file No. 7299

CATEGORY: Area

CONTEXTUAL mSTORY

At the auction of Crown land in 1849, lots 31 and 32,were bought by Thomas Colclough who settled
at Tintem. Lot 31, which extended from Canterbury Road to Mathoura Road,was subsequently
divided into two halves. The southern half became a large estate known as Brookville, part of which
was leased out for brick-making. Brookville survived until the 1870s when land was sold for the new
railway to Oakleigh. The northern half, situated on the sout~ side of Gardiner's Creek Road was
subdivided in the early 18508 to form a nest of small streets including Canterbury, Road, Ross Street
and Carters Avenue. Colclough sold a number of allotments along Gardiner's Cree~ Road [Betty
Malone, section 10, unpublished manuscript, Prahran Archives]. These were typically developed as
sites for workers cottages, many of which survive.

To the north of Toor,ak Road, Crown allotment 14 extended from the line of W~llace Avenue to the
line ofQrll'qge Road and contained around 73 acres. At the Crown land sales, lot 14 was sold,to John
Brown. RA Balbimie purchased the allotment from Brown and acquired part of the 'holding ofJane
Hill. Jane and her father David Hill owned the adjacent lot 13. Jane married James IGlover, a fellow
pastoralist and lived at Mt. Verdant on the hill overlooking the river. Balbirnie and his family were
close by at Balmerino, a large estate located north of present d,ay Burnie Street [Betty Malone,
Prahran Series, Section 9, unpublished manuscript].
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Name unknpwn

Williams
Williams
Mitchell
Mrs,-McCrae
Reynolds

Dr Morrison
Unknown
Krcouse
Unknown
Jones
Jones
Eaton
Crotty

Balbimie began subdividing the 103 acres that comprisedthe Balmerino estate in the early 1850s,
reserving some of the best blocks south of Bruce Street for his children. A grid of streets was set out
and blocks were sold along Grange Road, Wallace Avenue, Jackson, Andrew (now Douglas),
Washington and George (now Bruce) Streets. Fourteen allotments on Gardiner's Creek Road
between Grange Road and Wallace Avenue completed this subdivision [Plan of subdivision, portions
13,& 14, Parish of Prahran,1860]. At that time Grange Road led down·to the Twickenham Ferry
linking Hawthorn and Prahran [Plan of subdivision, portions 13 & 14, Parish of Prahran, 1860]
providing ready access to suburbs north of the· river. .

HISTORY OF PLACE
\

The Toorak village developed quickly from the mid 1850s. The Sands and McDougall directory of
18681ists a number of traders and -businesses in the village,· including ~ blacksmith, draper, coach
builder, cab proprietor, grocer, Post Office and carpenter [Sands & McDougall Directory, 1868, as
cited in BillDane, The ToorakVillage- Past, Present & Future, prahran Heritage Series, no 6, p 41("
From the.1870s, development wa~ slow and the building boom in thelS80s had little impact on ~)~
quiet local village IBillDane, The Toorak Village- Past, Present & Fu~re)Prahran Heritage Series,
no 6, p 5]. By 1895, the village included a shoeing forge adjacent to the hotel, a carriage factory anq
the Toorak Horse Bazaar [MMBW plan, 1895]. Colclough's subdivision with its workers' cottages to
the south of Toorak Road survived but had become almost entirely encircled b·y the mansions and
villas of the gentry.

By the beginning of the twentieth-century, the term Toorak Village was used to describe the area on
both sides of Toorak Road between Tintem Avenue and.Canterbury Road. The broad boundaries of
the precinct are more or less unchanged to this day. _At that time, it contained about twenty..eight
shops although a number of private residences remained along the frontage. In 1912~ the northern
streetscape of the village comprised [James Paxton, ToorakAs I Knew! (1900-30), p 28-9]:

Grange Road

House
House
House
Vacant land
Jeweler
Dairy
Picture framer
Greengro~r

PresbyteIjan Church Hall
Livery.Stables
Toorak-Hotel
Bakery & Cake shop
Bakery dwelling
House
House
House

Wallace Avenue

At that time, the southern streetscapeof the village comprised:

Canterbury Road
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Shoe store
Plumber
Chemist
Greengrocer
Shop
Shop
Butcher

Ross Street

Hall
Pitblado
Ford
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

Mrs Webb
Unknown

Unknown (later Alcock's garage)
Confectioner Miss Kane
Post Office
New~agent

Shop

Carters Avenue

Cabinet maker
Laundry
Wood yard
Painter & decorator
Barber& tobacconist
Chemist

Mathoura Road

House
_-Grocer
-Hardware
Carpenter

Laneway

House

Tintern Avenue

Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Oliver
Thomas
Wallis

Unknown
Griffin
Home & Irving
Rowcliffe

DrEAMackay

Around 1929 the architect Robert Hamilton designed a new two..storey double fronted shopfront in
the Tudor Revival or Old English style for chen1ists Ford and Woodhouse at 476-478 ToorakRoad
(photograph of shopfront, designed by Cr. R.B.Hamilton, in City of Prahran Annual Report, 1931­
2). The premises had operated as a chemist's shop from at least 1888 but the refurbishment was
particularly warmly received and was published in a number'of contemporary joumals.,A number of
other buildings in the precinct were subsequently developed in a similar manner. The substantial
reworking of the building on the comer of Grange Road (541-Toorak Road) in a Tudor mode is often
attributed to Hamilton although,no-documentary evidence to support this assertion. A number of
other buildings·within the precinct such as 527-533a Toorak Road and the modest retail group on the
comer of Wallace Avenue are also attributed to Hamilton but are of a considerably less refined
architectural character and are likely to be the work of other designers.- NoneQteless, the Tudoresque
elements within the streetscape are particularly well known, and are commonly understood to set the
character of this sm~II shopping strip.

Robert Bell Hamilton was born in 1892 [Wilson & Sands, Building a City, Melbourne, 1981, p18?].
After military service in Europe, he studied architecture in London becoming an associate of the

------Royal~lnstitute~of-British-Archite-cts~tFora-detai-}-e-d~ana-lysis~of-th-e-life-an-d--wark~orRob-e-rt-:Bl~lj~--

Hamilton refer" Peter Cuffley, Houses ofthe 20s and 30s, ppl14-118. UnJessnoted otherwise,
biographical details are drawn from that source.) On his return, he fanned-an architectural
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partnership with F L Klingenderbecoming the designing partner. The association with F L
'Klingender lasted until 1925 when Hamilton established his o~n practi~. By the late 1920s
Hamilton had become the foremost exponent of Tudor'Revival styling in MelbQurne. His design
approach drew upon Arts and Crafts principles, in particular. the idea that architectural expression
should extend beyond the built fabric andinto individual components such as leadlight, fittings .and
furniture. Hamilton was active in Melbourne until WWII. He was elected MLA fOf Toorak in
November 1945 and subsequently served as both a parliamentarian and a Councilor for Mornington
Shire until his death on 15 May 1948.

Although Hamilton designed a number of large and impeccably detailed shops and houses
throughout Prahran and Malvern in the Tudor Revival mode, he is best r~membered for his Tudor
Revival flats, including Burnham in Grange Road, Toorak (1933), Moore Abbey in M.arne Street,
South Yarra (1934), Denby Dale in Glenferrie Road, Kooyong (1938), Park Man·or in Williams
Road (19308).

DESCRIPTION:

Toorak Village occupies both sides of Toorak ~oad.between Tintel1l AV~.Jiue"and Canterbury. Road.
Its buildings are typically of oneOl two-storeys, several dating from the late nineteenth century, such

,as the shop row at'nos 464-70, and some from the early twentieth century., These include several
refurbished in a Tudor mode during the 1920sand 19308, such as Robert ,Hamilton's redevelopment
of several shops on the comer of Grange Road, and po~sibly 476-478 Toorak Road almost opposite~
both at the eastern gateway to the precinct, the ,Tudor buildings east ofWall~~eAvenueat nos 451-7
and 475..9, and 527-533A Toorak Road. Other, early twentieth century buildings include the Modeme
building on the east side of Mathoura Avenue (no 428), and the stripped classical Commonwealth
Bank (1934, no 442) and Vintage Cellars (no 481)~ A number of modern infill buildings have been
constructed in the area during the second half of the twentieth century but the· scale and, to a lesser
degree, the early character of the area, survives intact. '

CONTEXT

The surrounding developments are principally residential. This is one of Melbourne's·
exclusive.residential a~eas, with some of 'Melbourne's most expensive houses.

'INTACTNESS:

As noted above,· the early character of the area has, to some extent, been diminished by the
construction of a large number of modern infill buildiJ;1gs.· Thelow·sc~le·of.the strip has SO'·far been
preserved, hut a new three storey development is currently (2004) being built behind 521 Toorak
Road.

COMPARISON:

The Toorak Village shopping precinct belongs tathe category.of smaller suburban strip shopping
centres. These occupy a position between the·cornersbop.development meetingthe·requirementsofa
few contingent streets and the larger strip developments such as: LygonStreet,Carlton; Clarendon
Street,South Melbourne; Smith Street,Collingwood; ChapelStreet,Prahran;and Glenferrie Road,
Hawthorn, which service the needs of an entire district. Developments of this type are common
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around suburban Melbourne. Similar strips are found locally at Toorak Road, South Yarra and Swan
Street, Richmond. These precincts have a great deal in common with the Toorak.Village, particularly
insofar as they are generally well-serviced bOy transport and share similar nineteenth century
architectural vocabularies.

The Toorak Village can be compared to oth.er developmen~sofsimilars~eand age and the extent to
which its.,curren.tpresentation reflects its earlyforln~ However, "~,eriineteenthcentllrycharacter of
Toorakvillage is"less iijt~ctJhan a number ?fother small stripswi~in !h~ municipality such as
Tooraklloap,Sput~:}arra,whicb retains more ofitsearlybuildiAg~to,ck; Laterd~yelopments such

.as the q~ntraIPat'k Roa~ S~op~ingPrecinct inEastcMalvemortheHigh~treellloa~ ~recinct, Glen
,Iris botJ;tarealso m()rejIltact.inte~ of their. illoogrity as aconseq~C?~pceofth~irre~atiYrly recent

.•'. coIlstl1Jct~9n dat~~. ~s lo~~of;Bi,neteenth ce1J!.prY 9h~ct5!in''T0()~~¥j11age)s no doubt a result of
ctllft.\Veal!h()!the~r¥a.The.econ()rnic prospe~ity o(th~~ear~~111ted,ill agln!iJt~a! .. l1g7dating of shops'
in the J(l!~stf~shions, whicl.1'did, not occur in the lessweaIthy:-'ar~as of Melbournel

;' " ,- -
."'. '. ~-t-., ,_--:",,"C '-'·'i._ . ~."":..-.":' .,' -'. ,o.·.,'c:·····, .{, F_'.- ',' __ ,'-' ,-= .. -', -: ., ..}.~-:.~.-.:>_... :>.:.- ,'~~~ ,. ~"~. " ...._' .:,+

The·~rc~i~Cfuralebaracterpfthe'I'oorak vil~~g~'. isdistingu'isli~~~~d#ioth~r iImersuburban shopping
stripsby~the'overlay o~,'Tud():rRevival elements'dating#pm tlie la~e,1920s and1930s~' This reflects
the 19205 fa-shioD for Tudorltevival, inspired b'ythe Tudor Shop of Liberty of London (completed
19~4), by Edwin Thomas Hall and'his son Edwin Stanley Hall. This'was a reactionary period in
British"architecture, and the Tudor Revival was intended to represent a revival of Tudor values, with

, its perceived ljllar~e~ng as well as ideological and aesthetic advantages. (8tephen Calloway, Liberty
ofLondon, tondoll 1992, pp 13.7-4.).'Ther~ was also a minor r~vival in Australia in the 19208 and
1930s,-along wit~ the predilecti~~for oth~reclectic historic styles which found favour, including
Modem Ge~~gian, Old ~I!~ish,Fren~h Provincial andSp3l)ish Mission. In Melbourne the Tudor
Revival stYl~wasIllqrecommoi1ly used fQr dOn;testic1Jqil~:lWg~,s~cl!~SIlat,'tP~ry Co~rt (1923) by
Arthurllaisted, 11 Milton Street,Jtl\\TQod; Col~ton(l926)byBarlow & Hawkins, 92 )4ont Albert
Road,· Canterbury; .and the ap~entblocksbyRribert BeUHamilton:.:Qul1lbam in Grange Road,
Toorak(1933), Mo()re Abbey in Marne Sn:eet,South Yarraq934),Penby Dale, 424 Glenferrie
Road, Koqyo~g (l93~~), and,rar~ Manor in Williams Road (1930s)." - .

The best-known Tudor Revival ComIllercial buildings in Aus1:(ali~ is LtJ'Ddon Cour{(1937) in Hay
Streel, Perth.. In,Melbourne,thereare a number of eJl:amples of TudorRevival commercial buildings
(such as at 796-8 BurkeRoad)C,amb'erwell;,,;EKMotorson the comer of Glen Eira and 'Orrong
Roads, Elsternwick;and the PortseaHotel) but nowhere else is there such'a concentration of them.
The popularity'of the style in Toorak Village could be related to the reactionary middle class values
associated with Toorak residents at the time.

Toorak Village therefore is representative of the smaller commercial strips developed in the inner and
ring of residential suburbs in Melbourne during the llineteenthcentury, andis, an important
c<?ntributoryele~ent within the significant larger Toorak area. Itis of some additional interest for its
redevelopment duriflgthe late 19208 and 19305 in a Tudor Revival style.'The~rea includes an
unusual concentration ofTudor Revival buildings, ,which are of regional significance. These have
been added to the' sche.dule to the Heritage Overlay in the local section of the Stonnington Planning
Scheme apd have been recommended for. nomination to· the Australian Heritage Commission for
inclusion in the register ofthe N'ation3I Estate.

APPENDICES:

Plans, maps, illustrations
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TOORAKVILLAGE

Tudo~ redevelopments along Toorak Road

Nh5..d.4l(lii~h~~~~' [~''i~'G... ran.'ge. Rd)
. ·'~'·~-'f-.:., ...-;':";'. ':".' _'O--~"_,'")._,.,•.._~,,.'.::~~,._.. ,_. ''i~.:: "_'

Nos c527-539, withnew development at no 521 to left, and no 541 at right.

(

. ...... :::

Nos 451-7 Nos 475-9

8



Mode~estYlefrBMReal Estate. no 428)

New development under construction (left) next to
Tudor buildings at nos 527..541.

Early 20thcenfury (no 416)and modem
building adjacent (414) .

Representation of new development on sale sign.
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EXTENT OF CLASSIFICATION.
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