
and in 182S over i;;'t."O hundred children Vlere' refused admission. The

and aHe included copie~of testimoni2.1s

" lot:: purcr.l.2.Ee·~. - lIo::. 4, 5,6,7 ,8 8.!;.d 15 - \,"::.~,

IE?":') :../a1 te~ 1.l_ GambJ e the~: Err of lIon-vested School l~o. 4S"l

.• bnerchE= ~n~ the cost - £1~l00.

?d to be apnotnte:"1 to til:: proposed neVI school c.t PrarJ.T2.:1

his Qualifications. He was appointed tG the position.

fir2~

quickly increased - the AA in 1875 being about eipht hundreo -71" 1";'
j", • ..u.

1467 Prahr2.11. 1Jorth onened on 1 JanU2'~T 1875 wit}~! ":tVal ter Gamble as

The ITJ~ i..1'l 1885 was 1454.

In 1889 a 40 feet J: 20 feet roon was added to the eri stL'rlC building.

T:.rJ.E" .A.ctinc lIT. (J .t:. ' Healy) s2.id the badl;)T ventile. ted school n transformed

he2.1t~y .children L.Tltc sicl:ly delicate little sufferers Tl
•

S2.~.dY D2.t"l1!'e of the SC11oo1 gro1mn was 8J continuine problem - it was

described by the HI' in 1885 a.s "in Summer akin to 2.-11 Arabian desert, and

- 1 -

The

in the '17inter. a second edition of the Dis1:l12.1 & lamp T1.

were built in lSS:e

The second Err ViaS T.H. Temnleton. Caretakers quarters of two room.~:

ss

were called for the nR71 school or: 27) LlarC:i 1874 ~ eigtt

ice frOD £6,054 to £8,055 Vlere received~ Jor.-"YJ. l\T[ric~"t ':.:

._a.;) --che-io~lest but the cost Vl8.S considered too hig}l. ~ne architects,

Crouch and Vlilson,. 'Vvere, 2.sl:ed to amit seme features in the desipn \"r11icll

reduced t}le nrice to £5,571~ Jo~~ WFi~ht accented this. Furnitur~,

installation of' a gn.11er:v etc. cost £189.10/-.

-.,..
It was neceSSaTy in 1885 to lease for £75 pc. the'" 39 feet x 23- fes~,

Foresters' Hall in Chapel street for the 5th and ,6th classes. In 1887

these classes were moved to the larger (54 feet x 33'feet) Iurner~'

Auction Room two doors from Williams Road, leased for £104 pa.

:=IT Templeton retired in 1894 and ",as followed by 0.5. Halkyard.
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1966 with the opening of the firs~ multi-sto~y

block of flats on the Horace Petty Estate adjoining

the school. To relieve overcrowding several blocks

of land next to the school in Crc~ell and Surrey

Roads were acquired about this time and in 1967 a
(-

two-story block of six classrooms was buil~ on,.:

one of the blocks in Cromwell Road.

A feature of the early years at Hawksburn was

tJhe extent of local interest in ·the school. This

could be attributed partly to the fact that the

school had only five Head Teachers in its flrst

75 years to 1950. One Head Teacher, lf~. c. s.
Halkyard, previously an Inspector and for sorns

years a Prahran Councillor, retired in 1925

after thirty years at the school. Such a period

as Head Teacher of one of the largest State Schools

was, and still is, exceptional in the hfstory of

the Education Department.

Community interest in the school declined ip

latter years but 1968 saw the first signs that this

trend .could be reversed as the large'~~w migrant

community assumed an active role in the education

of their children.

Present Principal:- lfrr. F. Seddon.

Compiler:- I~. G. M. Brown.



Once in these early years the average attendance

rea~hed 1500.. To increase accommodation the

original building was extended to ~ts present

size by additions in 1889 and 18~9.

State School 11.67 was 1mown as Prahran unt-til

1888 when the name was changed to Prahran Nn!'tl1.

In 1906 the name was changed again to Hawksburn

to distinguish it more clearly f'rom the other

?ranran schools. Hawksburn was the name given

earlier to the nearby railway station built on

the site of a house with that name.

In 1908 the original school site was extended

by the ,purchase of adjoining land in cro '1lwell

Road on which a new infant building was erected

in 1911 with accommodation for 300 children.

This building included a hall in which an Honour

Board was erected in 1918, by the then active

Hawksburn Old Scholars Association, to commemorate

the names of the more than 800 Hawksburn boys W:l0

served in the 1914-18 War.

~nrolment declined steadily after the 1939-45

\var to below 700 in 1965, but increased sharply- in

contd•••••
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St~at~ Schon 1 11, () r ~ Ilowl-::s hUr11.

Statp School 1467,· Hawksburn, was the first school

built by the Education Department in Prahran ane

has always been the largest Primary School in the

district. Opened in January, 1875~ on one

at the corner of 1\[l8.1vern and Surrey Roads ths

new ~wo-sto~ brick building brought under on~

roof the pupils of three local Common Schools

overcrowded after the introduction of compulsory

education. One of these schools was Common School

No. 491~,. in Chapel Street, known locally as the

'St. Mathews Schoolroom' which dated back to 1854-

The Head Teacher of this school, \\lalterivI. Gamble)

was appointed Head Teacher of the new Malvern Road

school, being the most senior and best qualifiet of

the lOCC:11 Head Teachers. Three years later IVlr.

Gamble ~ecame an Inspector of Schools and was

replaced by. IJir. 'T. H. Ifempleton.

In.the first. year, 1875, the f to~al enrolment

at Hawksburn reached 1616 (with an avera[.e atten­

dance of 737) and in 1888 the total enrolment e:a:­

ceeded 2000' (with an average attendance of over 1000).

contd .
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