THE ARCADE
282~-284 Chapel Street, Prahran

Recommerdations It is recownended that this building be added to
the Register of bistoric Buildings, Register of +the National
Estate and be protected using the provisions of Clause 8 of  the
Town and Country Plaming Act (Third  Sokecdule)

Current FAsses

B¢ This building is classified oy the Natiocanl
Trust of Aust

alia (Victoria).

History and Descriptiown The Arcade buillding, when erected in
1885-1830, comprised the Arcade Club Hotel, a restaurant andg
cafe, pililiargd roowms, Turkish baths sl twenty wmine shops along
the interior with cellars and bakehouses under.  The: FPrakbran
architect George W. Medmwllsn desigeed the building  Tor Mrs
Elizabeth Delaney and the builder was James Mebullewn, At the
same time as the bullding was erectec, & row of bouses in Arcade
Street (to the east behind the main arcade) was also developed by
the sawe proorigtess. The ornate Chapel Btreet Facace displays
the opulence of the boow years in Melbourng, with excessive
applied surface cecorvation and mouldings ivncluding twe promiyent

eagle statues. Both the first and the second floors comprise
arcaded baliconies and the central mass of the symweitrical Tacade
features a large arch and pediment over. Exaggeratsd consgles
suponort  the paracget and pedimernts while prominent Tluted compo-
site pillasters support thew at second floor level. Intermnal ly,

wrought iron trusses with decorative soancrels suocort & dlazed
roof and brick shono fronts line the walls of tihe arcade.

Significance When ooened iv July 1890, the Srcade ildings were
considered one of the most 1moortant oullcinogs in tThe citvy  and
the building today is a distinctive landmark of the opulens boom

years. The cecorations of tHe Tacade epiltomises tne axcesses ofF
late nineteernth century archivecture in Mictoria. Trne  intact

interior is & rviotablie examnle of an arcade in Yelbourne.
Intactness This building 1% suostantially intact i1nternally ang
externally. The building fromeriy nac & tall mansard roof anag as
ground  level & supero entrance flanxed by large statues iec to
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the arcade. i Cdﬂtl]PVePPu awnan ardd new shonfort.  FRave  now
gestroved this feature.
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