PRELVIN MANSIONS?

-

325 Dandcenong Road, Franran

Recommendations [t is recomvended that this owilding be added to

the Register of Historic Buildings, Register of the National-

Estate and be protected using the srovisions of Clause 8 of tne
Town and Country Plamiing Act (Third Schedule), .

History and Description “Relvin Mansions® was evected co. 1928 in
Dandeviong Road, Armadale as & bleock of four high cuality flats
and was fully occupiled in the following year. The block was
probably desioned by Edwin J. Ruck who had designed *MayFair®, arn
influential residential block of flats (row dewmolished) in Marne
Street, South Yarra in 1919, *Relvivn Mansionse® proved popuiar
and an additional storey was added in 1932 to the existing twao-
storey building. The tenants ef the bleck remained in. residence
during the wnole of the re-building process. The two additional
Five room flats with orivate bhalconies and porches have extensive
views over St. Rilda to the bay.

The three-storey red brick and stucce building has terracotta
tile roof with elaborate terrvacetta ridge tiling and finials.
EBay windows and balconies flank the central curved, stuccoed

balconies about which the front elevation is symwetrical. The
upper two stories are identical, while the ground Tloor has
porthole windows in place of the balconies above. Although the

symvwetrical - front is a comwon design for flate of this  period,
'Kelvin Mamsions? is anusgal iy that the entraneces to the flass
was Trom thne side, rather trnan the movre commor fFront  entrances.
While +the builcing presents a Tacade to Dandernong Road, it
imnarts a comestic characiter thvouen the use of the mulitiple
hipped awd gabied roof and the elegantly detalled canooies to tihe
curved bay windows arnd baloconies.

Significance TRelvin Mansions® 1s a fine survivinog examasle of
early mansion blocks whicn were develooed after Worid War I alewng
the wmagor puolic tranmscort routes. The large flats originally in
the BbBlock were characteristic of thne better guality units built
~alomg presticious roacs, such as Bt. Rilga and Dandenong Roads.
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Intactness The exterior of the block is substantially irtact as

partially rebuilt in 1932, but the interior now nouses  twelve

fiats in place of the six as bpuilt in 193%. The design of the
front elevation is stvlistically consistent with its Appearance

as a two-storey building as origimally built in c. (923,
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