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3216Regent Street
Street/Site Name

The site at 29 Regent Street has a significant view of the Barwon River aqueduct to the east and is visually
connected to the Belmont Fire Station and corner shop to the eastern end of Regent Street, and to the Geelong
Masonic Centre and Anglican Church sites. The house is set in a predominantly single storey residential
streetscape, denoted by brick and timber houses with pitched roofs of different styles and periods.  The house
has typical front and side setbacks, with a driveway along the side.

The single storey weatherboard interwar Californian Bungalow house is characterised by a dominant gable roof
form, together with a minor gable and flat roofed bay window, and a verandah gable that all project towards the
street frontage.  These roof forms are clad in galvanised corrugated iron.  Wide overhangs are a feature of the
eaves.  A tall, rectangular, red brick chimney adorns the western end of the roof top.  The original windows have
timber frames and are arranged in a bank of three under the verandah, with a central fixed light flanked by double
hung windows.  To the west, the windows form a bay and are also double hung.

The projecting verandah gable is a dominant element of the front elevation.  It is supported by early, squat and
rendered square pillars which in turn are supported on partly rendered brick pillars with concrete cappings.  The
form and arrangement of these verandah pillars and piers are typical design elements of the work of Eric Lyons.
The verandah is also characterised by its solid rendered brick balustrade with concrete capping.

Early decorative features of the design include the gable panelling, joinery (including brackets) and shingling,
window leadlighting, shingling of the bay window and the patterns and cappings along the verandah balustrade
and pillars.
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In 1934-35 this site, with a shed on it, was owned by Birdsey and Birdsey and leased to Agnes Young
Brownbridge.1  Agnes Brownbridge was the local Post Mistress and it appears she married in the following year,
becoming Agnes Wilson.1  The Rate Books record that, at this time, 1935-36, she and her husband purchased
the land and shed.1    In 1936-37, the Wilsons engaged Eric Lyons to design and built this house.3 By 1955, this
house was owned and occupied by S.C. & E.T. Wilson, electricians (with a possible family connection with the
Wilsons who first owned the house).1  In 1971 it was occupied by M.J. Creati.2
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No.

1. Shire of South Barwon Rate Books, 1934-35, 1935-36, 1936-37, 1955-56.
2. Sands & McDougall’s Directory of Victoria, 1958, 1971.
3. Interview by Rowe & Huddle with Mr Eric Lyons, retired Builder, 3 March, 1999.

References

The house at 29 Regent Street is aesthetically significant at at LOCAL level.  It demonstrates original design
qualities of the interwar Californian Bungalow style.  These qualities include the dominant gable roof form,
together with a minor gable and flat roofed bay window, and a verandah gable that all project towards the street
frontage.  Other intact qualities include the weatherboard wall cladding, galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding,
rendered brick verandah pillars and piers with concrete cappings, bay window shingling, timber framed double
hung windows (including horizontal bank of windows under the verandah), window leadlighting, gable panelling,
joinery (including brackets), shingling, and the decorative rendered brick patterns on the verandah balustrade.
The house also makes a significant contribution to the predominantly single storey residential streetscape.

The house at 29 Regent Street is historically significant at a LOCAL level.  It is associated with the housing
developments in Belmont during the interwar period.  It is also associated with Eric Lyons, designer and builder.

Overall, the house at 29 Regent Street is of LOCAL significance.
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