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3216Regent Street
Street/Site Name

The site at 25-27 Regent Street has a significant view of the Barwon River aqueduct to east and is visually
connected to the Belmont Fire Station and corner shop to the eastern end of Regent Street, and to St Stephen’s
Anglican Church to the north-west. The former Methodist Church building is set in a predominantly single storey
residential streetscape, denoted by brick and timber houses with pitched roofs of different styles and periods.  The
former Church building has small setbacks to the front and west side, with a small courtyard between the Church
and the non-significant Sunday School on the east.

The single storey face brick, rectangular, postwar Gothic styled former church building is characterised by its
dominant, tiled gabled roof with minor transept gables along the south end and the imposing square tower with a
squat spire at the north end.  The eaves are supported by narrow brick buttresses along the sides.  The majority
of the windows are pointed, and have cement rendered sills and leadlighting.  The windows in the transept gables
and tower are rectangular and oriented vertically.  These are closely spaced in horizontal banks and also have
leadlighting.  The ventilation openings in the tower are also pointed.  The original, main timber double doors on
the tower are also pointed.

Early decorative features include the buttresses, projecting brick voussoirs capping the windows and doors which
act as drip moulds, leadlighting, colour variation in the brickwork delineating the plinth from the walls, and the
cross on the top of the squat spire.

History
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The Regent Street Methodist Church congregation commenced planning for a new church in 1949.2 The earlier timber church was showing
signs of rapid deterioration, due to restricted repairs during World War 2.2 Years of fundraising to build the church ensued, including the
growing of vegetables and pea crops on land loaned by Mr Len Bush.2 Designs for the church were prepared by the architect Raymond
Wilson and the construction was overseen by Mr E.J. Lyons.2 In April 1953, the digging and pouring of concrete foundations was carried out
by working bees.2 On Anzac Day, 1953, an Open Air Service of dedication was conducted.2 However, due to the strict Government controls
on building materials, it was not until 27 March 1954 that the laying of the Foundation Stone and Record Capsule was celebrated.2 The Rev.
C.F. McRae conducted the service.2 The Church was officially opened by Rev. McRae on 19 November, 1955, the total cost of the works
being £15,824.1,2

Once the Church was completed, it became head of the Circuit which comprised Regent Street, Highton, Grovedale, Bellbrae, Barwon Heads
and South Geelong.2 Between 1955 and 1975 this Church was noted as the most active Methodist Church in the Geelong area.2

The building has continued to function as a Church until 1999, when it was sold to the Geelong Freemasonic fraternity.3
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No.

1. Shire of South Barwon Rate Book, 1955-56.
2. Lyons & Barnes, The Centenary of the Belmont Regent Street Uniting Church and interview by Rowe &

Huddle with Mr Eric Lyons, retired Geelong builder, 3 March, 1999.
3. Personal comment, David Rowe.

References

The Geelong Masonic Centre (former Church building only) at 25-27 Regent Street is aesthetically significant at
a LOCAL level.  It demonstrates original design qualities of the postwar Gothic style which include the dominant
gable roof form with projecting minor transept gables to the south and the imposing square tower to the north
end.  Other intact design qualities include the face brickwork, pointed and rectangular windows and leadlighting,
cement rendered sills, pointed ventilation openings, pointed double timber doors, brick voussoirs and the squat
spire with the cross above.  The Church building also makes a significant contribution to the predominantly
single storey residential streetscape

The Geelong Masonic Centre (former Church building only) at 25-27 Regent Street is historically significant at a
LOCAL level.  It is of importance for its association with the development of the Methodist (and later Uniting)
Church in the Belmont region.  It is also of LOCAL historical significance because of its association with the
Geelong builder, E.J. Lyons, and with the architect, Raymond Wilson.

The Geelong Masonic Centre (former Church building) at 25-27 Regent Street is socially significant at a LOCAL
level.  It has been and continues to be recognised by the community for reasons of its religious associations and
forms a particular and significant component of the heritage of the Belmont region.

Overall, the Geelong Masonic Centre (former Church building only) at 25-27 Regent Street is of LOCAL
significance.
Opportunities are available for an extension to the existing hall building on the west elevation.  To allow for sufficient visual
separation with the significant former Church building, it is recommended that no extension project any further than the west
wall of the existing western wing at the south end.  It is also recommended that no extension project further forward (to the
Regent Street frontage) of the existing hall building.  The height of any new work is encouraged to be no higher than the
existing hall building.
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