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3216Mt Pleasant Road
Street/Site Name

The site at 56A Mount Pleasant Road has visual connections with the recent flowering gum tree-lined
streetscape, to the Belmont Common to the east and to the Belmont Primary School to the south-west.  This
building is set in a streetscape formed by predominantly Edwardian and interwar Californian Bungalow  single
storey homes.  This shop is unlike any of the other buildings along this section of the street.  It fronts directly onto
Mount Pleasant Road and Thomson Street, and is connected to the interwar Californian Bungalow house at 56
Mount Pleasant Road.  These setbacks are shown on the 1937 GWST Plan of Drainage.4

The single storey, brick, interwar vernacular shop building is characterised by a high parapet, large projecting
shopfront window and recessed door.  The building has an affinity with the interwar stripped Classical style - in
that the square, perimeter piers (that rise the full height of the building) are shaved of any ornamentation except
for rectangular painted brick caps.  Within the wall and parapet is a rectangular recession which contains the
name “Prendergast and Gace, Fine Biscuits”.

A painted band and a recent awning separate the upper part of the building from the timber framed, glazed
shopfront which is supported on a stucco plinth.  The timber entrance door appears to be early.

The Thomson Street facade is a solid red brick wall, with a stepped parapet line.

Recent additions have been constructed on the east side.
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The site at 56A Mount Pleasant Road was originally part of Alexander Thomson’s “Kardinia” farm. 3,5 In October
1891, outlying land to the south of Kardinia House was subdivided and offered for sale and this house was
originally situated on lot 1 of the Kardinia Extended Estate.1,3,5 Harold Jacobs, a draper (and later a surveyor),
owned this land from at least 1927-28.1 He sold it to Percival Bleasdale, a telephone mechanic, in 1936-37.1

Bleasdale had the local Geelong builder, Eric Lyons, design and build this confectionary shop building in
1937-38.1,6 The shop was constructed in association with the neighbouring house, also owned and operated by
Percival Bleasdale.1,6 The shop remained under the ownership and occupation of the Bleasdale family for several
years, for Bleasdale is still listed as the occupier in 1957.1 However, J. Kayser, original owner of the Geelong
chocolate business, Kaysers (now known as Kayser Cafe), is listed as the occupier in 1972.2
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1. Shire of South Barwon Rate Books, 1924-25, 1936-37, 1937-38.
2. Sands & McDougall’s Directory of Victoria, 1934, 1939, 1957, 1972.
3. I. Wynd, ‘Environmental History: Greater Geelong Outer Areas Heritage Study’, vol.2.
4. Drainage Plans and Inspector’s Reports, 1929, Barwon Water Profis system.
5. Kardinia Extended Estate Subdivision Plan, 24 October, 1891, B5/100, Geelong Historical Records

Centre.
6. Interview by Rowe & Huddle with Mr Eric Lyons, retired Geelong Builder, 3 March, 1999.
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The shop building at 56A Mount Pleasant Road is aesthetically significant at a LOCAL level.  It demonstrates
original design qualities of the interwar vernacular shopfront style.  These qualities include the high brick walls
and parapet, and large projecting timber framed shopfront window  and recessed door.  Other intact qualities
include the interwar Stripped Classical square, perimeter piers that rise the full height of the building, and the
rectangular wall and parapet recession containing the name “Prendergast and Gace, Fine Biscuits”.  The
building also a makes a significant contribution to the Edwardian and interwar Californian Bungalow streetscape.

The shop building at 56A Mount Pleasant Road is historically significant at a LOCAL level.  It is associated with
the subdivision of part of Alexander Thomson’s “Kardinia” farm into the Kardinia Extended Estate, and with the
commercial developments in Belmont during the interwar period.  It is also associated with the local Geelong
builder, Eric Lyons, who designed and constructed this building, and with Percival Bleasdale, first owner and
operator of the confectionary shop.

Overall, the shop building at 56A Mount Pleasant Road is of LOCAL significance.
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