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3216Mt Pleasant Road
Street/Site Name

The site at 52 Mount Pleasant Road has visual connections with the recent flowering gum tree-lined streetscape,
to the Belmont Common to the east and to the Belmont Primary School to the south-west.  This house is set in a
streetscape formed by predominantly Edwardian and interwar Bungalow  single storey homes.  The house has a
typical setback to the front but very narrow  side setbacks.  These setbacks are shown on the 1927 GWST Plan of
Drainage.4 The site is bound at the front by an appropriate timber picket fence (of Victorian design),
approximately 1300mm high.

The symmetrical, single storey weatherboard Late Victorian house is characterised by a hipped roof and an ogee
verandah with a central gabled entrance portico that projects towards the street frontage.  The roof is clad in
lapped galvanised corrugated iron.  Minimal overhangs, typical of Victorian design, form the eaves.  A prominent
painted brick chimney adorns the roofline.  The timber framed double hung windows with sidelights contribute to
the symmetry of the design.  The early, four panelled front timber door also has side lights and is centrally located
on the front facade.

The ogee verandah (with central gable) is supported by early worked timber posts with an early cast iron lace
valance and gable infill forming the decorative features.

Other intact decorative features include the worked timber eaves brackets and window leadlighting.
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The site at 52 Mount Pleasant Road was originally part of Alexander Thomson’s “Kardinia” farm.3 ,7 In October 1891, outlying
land to the south of Kardinia House was subdivided and offered for sale and this house was originally situated on lot 4-5 of the
Kardinia Extended Estate.1,3,7 Thomas Job, a teacher, was the first owner of this land.1 In 1892, he engaged the local Geelong
architect, Angus Laird to design this house.5 By 1921-22, Martin Read a farmer, owned this house.  In the late 1920s he sold it
to Michael Duff, a carter, who lived there at least until 1957.1,2 Duff was an Irish immigrant who initially settled with his family
on a farm at Mordialloc in the 19th century, before farming at Grovedale. 9 C.K. Hughes is listed as the owner in 1972.2 This
house was one of the earliest designs by the architectural firm of Laird and Barlow.6 Their partnership commenced on 1 June,
1891 and they undertook a large proportion of domestic work during the 1890s. 6 They designed in both the Late Victorian and
Federation styles with most of their work being constructed of weatherboard and a smaller proportion of brick. 6 The early
success of the firm was probably due to the affordability of their designs. 6 The compact and cheaper weatherboard cladding
construction, as depicted at 52 Mount Pleasant Road, was most likely able to meet the needs of many people.6
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1. Shire of South Barwon Rate Books, 1892-93, 1893-94, 1923-24, 1927-28.
2. Sands & McDougall’s Directory of Victoria, 1934, 1957, 1972.
3. I. Wynd, ‘Environmental History: Greater Geelong Outer Areas Heritage Study’, vol.2.
4. Drainage Plans and Inspector’s Reports, 1927, Barwon Water Profis system.
5. Morrow Index to the Geelong Advertiser, 28 October, 1892.
6. D. Rowe, ‘Architecture of Geelong 1860-1900’, p.9.
7. Kardinia Extended Estate Subdivision Plan, 24 October, 1891, B5/100, Geelong Historical Records

Centre.
8. Original drawings by Laird and Barlow, 1892 in the Geelong Historical Records Centre.
9. Telephone interview by David Rowe with Jim Duff, relative of the late Michael Duff, May 1999.

References

The house known as Wanalla at 52 Mount Pleasant Road is aesthetically significant at a REGIONAL level.  It
demonstrates  original design qualities of the Late Victorian style.  These qualities include the hipped roof and an
ogee verandah with a central gabled entrance portico that projects towards the street frontage.  Other intact
qualities include the weatherboard wall cladding, lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding, cast iron
verandah valance and worked timber posts, timber framed double hung windows with sidelights, four panelled
front door with sidelights, window leadlighting, worked timber eaves brackets and the painted chimney.  The
timber picket front fence contributes to the significance of the place.  The house also makes a significant
contribution to the predominantly single storey Edwardian and interwar Californian Bungalow streetscape.

The house known as Wanalla at 52 Mount Pleasant Road is historically significant at a REGIONAL level.  It is
associated with the subdivision of part of Alexander Thomson’s “Kardinia” farm into the Kardinia Extended
Estate.  It is also associated with the Geelong architectural firm of Laird and Barlow, being one of their earliest
designs.

Overall, the house known as Wanalla at 52 Mount Pleasant Road is of REGIONAL significance.
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