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3216Mt Pleasant Road
Street/Site Name

The site at 44 Mount Pleasant Road has visual connections with the recent flowering gum tree-lined streetscape,
to the Belmont Common to the east and to the Belmont Primary School to the south-west.  This house is set in a
streetscape formed by predominantly Edwardian and interwar Bungalow single storey homes.  The house has a
typical setback to the front and a large side setback to the east.  These setbacks are shown on the 1927 GWST
Plan of Drainage.4 The site is bound at the front by a recent but appropriate timber picket fence (of Federation
design), approximately 1300mm high.

The single storey, triple fronted asymmetrical weatherboard Federation house is characterised by a dominant
gable roof form that traverses the site, together with with minor gables that project to the sides and street
frontage, and a recessed return verandah formed under a projecting gable.   These roof forms are clad in painted
and lapped galvanised corrugated iron.  Wide overhangs are a feature of the eaves.  Rendered chimneys with
concrete cappings and intricate pots adorn the roof top.  The early timber framed windows are predominantly of
the double hung type, although these are small fixed rectangular windows on the street facade and an oculus
window to the east.   A window hood is over the east bank of double hung windows.  The early timber framed
doorway has side and high lights.

A feature of the design is the return verandah, formed under the projecting gable roof to the street frontage.  It is
supported by worked timber posts which have elaborate timber fretwork brackets.

Apart from the verandah fretwork, early decorative features of the design include the worked timber window hood
brackets, gable stucco and battening, gable brackets, and the window leadlighting.
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The site at 44 Mount Pleasant Road was originally part of Alexander Thomson’s “Kardinia” farm.3,5 In October
1891, outlying land to the south of Kardinia House was subdivided and offered for sale and this house was
originally situated on lots 9-11 (now lot 9) of the Kardinia Extended Estate.1,3,5 These allotments later formed part
of the Belmont Estate.6 Arthur Bielby, a draper, owned this land from at least 1910-11.1 He had this has built in
1911-12 but by 1923-24 it was owned and occupied by William H. Smith, a fellmonger.1 From around 1927-28
the house was owned and occupied by the agent, Charles Dyer, who lived there at least until the mid 1930s.1,2 In
1957 H. Burrowes lived there and L.N. Bissell is listed as the occupier in 1972.2
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he house at 44 Mount Pleasant Road is aesthetically significant at a LOCAL level.  It demonstrates  original
design qualities of the Federation style.  These qualities include the dominant gable roof form that traverses the
site, together with minor gables that project to the sides and street frontage, and a recessed return verandah
formed under a projecting gable.  Other intact qualities include the weatherboard wall cladding, painted and
lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding,  worked timber verandah posts with elaborate timber fretwork,
timber framed double hung windows, window hood with worked timber brackets, oculus window, window
leadlighting, rendered chimneys with intricate pots, and the decorative gable infill (stucco, battening and brackets
).  The timber picket fence at the front contributes to the significance of the place.  The house also makes a
significant contribution to the predominantly single storey Edwardian and interwar Californian Bungalow
streetscape.

The house at 44 Mount Pleasant Road is historically significant at a LOCAL level.  It is associated with the
subdivision of part of Alexander Thomson’s “Kardinia” farm into the Kardinia Extended Estate.

Overall, the house at 44 Mount Pleasant Road is of LOCAL significance.

Statement of Cultural Significance
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