BELMONT HERITAGE REPORT (INDIVIDUAL CITATIONS)
(FORMERLY PART OF THE GREATER GEELONG OUTER AREAS HERITAGE STUDY STAGE 2)
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Sit No. Street/Site Name Town/Suburb Postcode
Ite
2 H Mt Pleasant Road H Belmont H 3216 \
Address .
Site Name \ Alsop Park \
Description

Alsop Park at 2-4 Mt Pleasant Road, Belmont, is set on a triangular piece of land, with roads to all sides of the
site. The triangular form is also emphasised by the bluestone border around the park that appears to have been
introduced in the late 20th century.

Alsop Park is especially characterised by its two mature Canary Island Palm trees in the centre of the site,
together with the perimeter garden beds and other trees, and the open grassed areas.

History

The earliest record for Alsop Park appears to be October 1880, when it was temporarily reserved from sale in the
Victoria Government Gazette. The Gazette read as follows:

“Site for Road purposes, also with held from sale, leasing and licensing, and excepted from occupation for mining
purposes, or for residence or business under any miner’s right or business license. - Nine perches, County of
Grant, Parish of Corio, situate in Section A: Commencing at the intersection of the north side of Roslyn street [sic.
- Mt Pleasant Road]: and the east side of Francis Street; bounded thence by the latter street: and the east side of
Francis Street; bearing N 5°10’E, one chain twenty-eight links; thence by Mount Colite [Barwon Heads] Road
bearing S 30° 46'E one chain fifty links; and thence by Roslyn street [sic. - Mt Pleasant Road)] aforesaid bearing N
89° 17" W eight-eight links to the point of commencement.”

On 12 November 1880, a “corrigendum” appeared in the Victoria Government Gazette, amending references to
Roslyn Street with Mt Pleasant Road. ... continued under Comparative Listings ...
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Sit No. Street/Site Name Town/Suburb Postcode
Addl e \ 2 H Mt Pleasant Road H Belmont H 3216 \
ress Site Name \ Alsop Park

Comparative Listings

* Belmont Heights Neighbourhood Park, fronting Regent & Amundsen Streets, Belmont. This park was not
established until after 1913 as part of the Belmont Heights Estate subdivision.

... History continued ...
In 1886, the park was shown on the Plan of the Waverley Estate as a plantation. In 1909, it was described on a
Parish Plan as “a reserve for road purposes”.

No details have been ascertained in support of the tree planting and landscaping of the Park. This may have
been carried by 1886, given the term “plantation” being used in the Waverley Estate subdivision plan.

In the second half of the 20th century, the site was named “Alsop Park” in honour of Joseph Alsop, President of
the South Barwon Shire between 1940 and 1941. A street in Belmont was also named after him around this
time.

Statement of Cultural Significance

Alsop Park at 2-4 Mt Pleasant Road has significance as the earliest-known public landscape reserve in Belmont.
It was first gazetted in 1880 and by 1886 trees appear to have been planted as the site was known as the
plantation. The mature Canary Island Palm trees and associated landscaping make an important aesthetic
contribution to this part of Belmont. The only other comparable park in Belmont is the Belmont Heights
Neighbourhood Park established after 1913. The only comparable historic park in Belmont is the Belmont
Heights Neighbourhood Park established in 1913. Associated with Alsop Park from the latter 20th century is
Joseph Alsop, Shire President of the South Barwon Shire in 1940-41. It was named in honour of Alsop in the
second half of the 20th century.

Alsop Park at 2-4 Mt Pleasant Road is aesthetically significant at a LOCAL level (AHC D.2, E.1). It
demonstrates important visual qualities. These qualities include the mature Canary Island Palm trees, other
mature trees, perimeter garden beds and the open grassed areas - the whole forming a triangular layout.

Alsop Park at 2-4 Mt Pleasant Road is historically significant at a LOCAL level (AHC A.4, H.1). Itis associated
with the 19th century residential development of Belmont, and particularly with the Waverley Estate subdivision
of the 1880s when roads were finalised, allowing for a road reserve. In the second half of the 20th century, the
site was named Alsop Park in honour of Joseph Alsop, Shire President of the South Barwon Shire in 1940-41.

Overall, Alsop Park at 2-4 Mt Pleasant Road is of LOCAL significance.
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