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3216Kardinia Street
Street/Site Name

The site at 44 Kardinia Street has visual connections with the historic Kardinia House and with the spires of St.
Mary’s Church, Geelong.  This house is set in a single storey residential streetscape, with homes predominantly
of the Edwardian and interwar period.  The house has typical front and side setbacks.  These setbacks are shown
on the 1926 GWST Plan of Drainage.4 The site is bound at the front by an open aluminium and timber fence.  An
early and substantial Norfolk pine? tree is situated towards the rear (west) of the site.  Also shown on the 1926
GWST Plan is the timber outbuilding associated with the house.4

The predominantly single storey (second storey in roof space), weatherboard, late Federation styled house has a
complex arrangement of roof lines of intersecting hips and gables forming a picturesque silhouette with the tall
banded chimney with terra cottta chimney pots.  The roof is clad in slate tiles which may be original.  The
projecting gable to the street frontage, together with the return verandah under the main hipped roof are features
of the design.  The small attic gable on the diagonal is another typical Federation style design element and is
possibly early (with recent window  treatments).

The timber framed windows are grouped in banks of threes under the gable and on the southern end of the front
elevation.  The appear to form a bay on the north-east corner, oriented on the diagonal.  These casement
windows appear to be leadlighted on the upper lights.

The return verandah and southern verandah are formed under the projecting hipped roof and are supported by
early, worked timber posts, and has decorative timber fretwork valances.

Other early decorative features include the gable infill (brackets, battening and panelling), window hood above the
History
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Address 44

The site at 44 Kardinia Street was originally part of Alexander Thomson’s “Kardinia” farm.3 In October 1890,
outlying land to the south of Kardinia House was subdivided and offered for sale and this house is situated on  lot
5 of the Kardinia Extended Estate, Section 2.1 Fred Ebbles, a builder, owned lots 5-7 between 1904 and 1915.1

He sold lot 5 to Mrs A. Blake who had this house built (possibly by Fred Ebbles?) in a late Federation style in
1916-17.1 The Blake family owned the house for many years and were still listed as the occupiers in 1972.2 Mrs
Blake’s son, L.J. Blake, became a District Inspector for the Education Department and more particularly, a pupil
and teacher of the Belmont State School, as well as General Editor of  the large publication on the history of State
School education, Vision and Realisation.5 The house is currently named Clare.
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No.

1. Shire of South Barwon Rate Books, 1904-05, 1910-11, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1925-26, 1926-27.
2. Sands & McDougall’s Directory of Victoria, 1934, 1957 1972.
3. I. Wynd, ‘Environmental History: Greater Geelong Outer Areas Heritage Study’, vol.2.
4. Drainage Plans and Inspector’s Reports, 1926, Barwon Water Profis system.  See the next record for

details about the timber outbuilding.
5. L.J. Blake (ed.), Vision and Realisation, vols 1 & 2.

References

The house at 44 Kardinia Street is aesthetically significant at a LOCAL level.  It demonstrates original design
qualities of the late Federation style which include the asymmetrical and complex arrangement of interlocking
hipped and gabled roofs, diagonally oriented attic gable, return and recessed verandahs supported by worked
timber columns and the decorative fretwork valance.  Other intact qualities include the weatherboard wall
cladding, banded brick chimney,  timber framed casement windows with leadlighting in the upper lights, window
hood, decorative gable infill, and the terra cotta ridge ornaments.  The substantial tree towards the rear of the
site contributes to the significance of the place.

The house at 44 Kardinia Street is historically significant at a LOCAL level.  It is associated with the subdivision
of part of Alexander Thomson’s “Kardinia” farm into the Kardinia Extended Estate, Section 2.  It is also
historically significant at a REGIONAL level for its long association with the original owners, the Blake family.  A
son,  L.J. Blake made a significant contribution within the Education Department, together with editing the history
of the State Education Department publication, Vision and Realisation.

Overall, the house at 44 Kardinia Street is of LOCAL significance.
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