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3216Barrabool Road
Street/Site Name

The house and its setbacks at  5 Barrabool Road was commenced in 1953 and demonstrates an early use of important light and fresh design qualities of a localised version
of the Post War International style, which although found in Melbourne, are less common in Geelong.   The four level house is designed to take advantage of the steep slope
from east to west.
The design was influenced by the work of architects such as Carl Koch in America3 , Sidney Ancher in Killara, NSW, 4 and Buchan, Laird and Buchan in Geelong.1 The
architect and original owner, Max Naylor worked for the important local architectural firm of Buchan Laird and Buchan who designed the Geelong College Middle School in
Aberdeen Street in a similar style about the time that this house was being constructed.

It is designed to take advantage of the westerly view of the Barrabool Hills and Barwon River and is built on a steep slope.  The Naylor house was constructed on two levels
with the garage and large storeroom below the main living rooms.  It was also constructed in three stages, (1953, 1956, 1966).  The first three stages were due to the
post-war shortage of materials and funds. 2 ,1 In 1956 the north-east bedroom was added and in 1966 the south-east bedroom was added.    The last stage in 1994, in which
the kitchen was relocated into the new building with car port, family room, kitchen, laundry and bathroom on one level and a loft above, at the east end of the site, has
introduced another two levels and occurred ten years after a change of ownership.

Important features are the original geometric form, the thin low pitched gable roof clad in corrugated iron, very deep eaves with prominent rafters with curved ends,  large
rectangular casement and fixed timber windows, large glass areas in the gallery and living rooms. The front door and diamond pattern timber flywire screen are important
details. Inside there are polished hardwood floors, architraves and skirting boards.  The window frames are painted white inside and out.  Inside the living/dining room is a
massive quarry faced stone fireplace.  The exposed eaves rafters are also painted white and the soffit lining between them is painted a blue/green colour.  The  garage below
the living room is entered via stained timber doors and the curved driveway which is bounded on the east side by Barrabool freestone random rubble retaining walls and
steps.  The site has three very large, flowering eucalyptus trees and two of these flank the entry to the driveway.  The house is presented high on the ‘grassed’ apron, without
a fence on the front Barrabool Road boundary.   The low Barrabool freestone retaining wall, and high tea-tree fences covered in Virginia Creeper, along the Downshire Street
frontage are important.
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Originally part of Strawberry Hill farm, the land was subdivided and this house was the first constructed on the lot in 1953.  Max and Val Naylor selected the steeply sloping
corner site carefully for its stunning rural views to the Barrabool Hills and Barwon River.  The existing round-about and bridge and hundreds of Highton suburban houses did
not exist at that time.  In fact the bridge had always been further east and not visible from this site. 1 Max designed the house in the ‘modern’ manner.  Modern did not mean
‘new’, nor was it a style with a specific character, it referred to a ‘house built in the twentieth century and one that reflects the life and spirit of the present time.’3 It was
somewhat ahead of its time, not only in Geelong, but even in America, this type of house was not generally accepted by the community and authorities in the early 1950s.  In
an exhibition staged by the New York Architectural League in 1950 the obstacles to building this type of house were dramatised to demonstrate that , ‘friends and neighbours
may jibe and criticise’, the banker is likely to find it too radical to lend you money, the builder is likely to raise the cost because he is unfamiliar with the design, the materials
may not be common and therefore more expensive, the architects fees may appear high as they have to detail many of the unusual features. 3 The 1951 American
publication on the modern house shows several which have similar design characteristics to this house.  In particular, ‘Hillside’ by architect Carl Koch, has the simple
geometric form with a shallow gable roof on a steeply sloping site.  The eaves overhangs are very deep and the form and finish of the large white painted timber windows
invites the rural view into the living room.  Large rectangular casement windows are a feature in all other rooms.  An exceptionally similar item is the ‘massive, blasted stone
fireplace’ made of random rubble bluestone and some sandstone set in thick mortar joints without a mantle piece or any other form of decoration.   When the house was first
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1. Lorraine Huddle, interview with Max Naylor,  architect and former owner, 1984.
2. Trust News, Victoria June 1997 v25 n6 pp10,11
3. Mary Davis Gillies, McCall’s Book of Modern Houses, Simon and Schuster, NY, 1951.   p113-117, 161.
4. Winner of ‘The Sir John Sulman Medal Award, 1945 in  George Beiers, Houses of Australia A Survey of Domestic
Architecture, Ure Smith, 1948,   pp 60-62.
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The house and its setbacks at  5 Barrabool Road is aesthetically significant on a LOCAL level.  It demonstrates
an early use of important light and fresh design qualities of a localised version of the Post War International
style, which although found in Melbourne, are less common in Geelong.   The design of this functional residence
was influenced by the work of architects such as Carl Koch in America, Sidney Ancher in NSW, and Buchan,
Laird and Buchan in Geelong.   Important features are the original geometric form, low pitched gable roof,
materials, large fixed and casement windows, large glass areas, stone fireplace,  garage below the living room
entered via the curved driveway which is bounded on the east side by Barrabool freestone random rubble
retaining walls and steps.  The site has three very large, flowering eucalyptus trees and two of these flank the
entry to the driveway.  The grassed ‘apron’ sweeping up from the fenceless Barrabool Road boundary to the
house is important part of the setting as is the low Barrabool freestone retaining wall and high tea-tree fences,
with Virginia Creeper along the Downshire street frontage.   It is in good condition with a good degree of integrity.

The house at 5 Barrabool Road is historically significant at a LOCAL level.  It was one of the first post-war
houses to be built in this part of Belmont with a view towards rural Highton.  It is associated with  the  Geelong
architect Max Naylor who designed the house in 1953 and lived in it until 1984 when it was sold to Lorraine
Huddle and Peter Lamb, who have lived in it ever since.

Overall, the house at 5 Barrabool Road is of LOCAL significance.

Statement of Cultural Significance

Site Name
Barrabool Road
Street/Site Name

Belmont
Town/Suburb

3216
Postcode

House

Site
Address

5

Geelong College Middle School
HISTORY CONTINUED
In 1984 the Naylors sold the house to Lorraine Huddle, heritage consultant, and Peter Lamb, scientist who still live in it.  In 1994 they
carried out extensive additions, and some alterations.  The drawings were developed, in conjunction with Lorraine and Peter, by
registered architect Helen Friday.  Helen and Lorraine completed their architecture degrees at the University of Melbourne and Helen
was a matron of honour at Lorraine and Peter’s wedding in 1978.  The alterations harmoniously balanced and reflected both the life and
spirit of the Naylor’s era and that of Lorraine and Peter in the 1990s.  The main change internally was the relocation of the kitchen from
the north-west wing to the rear of the site in the new building.  The former kitchen was then extended northwards and an en-suite added
to the new main bedroom.  The detailing of this room closely resembled the original design of the house and one of the kitchen windows
was reused.  The larger house which resulted from the 1994 alterations, has a greater emphasis on the solar benefits of the north
orientation both internally and the private open space,  easier car access from Downshire Road to a carport and open plan kitchen/family
room.
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