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3216Culbin Avenue
Street/Site Name

The site at 7 Culbin Avenue has commanding views to the Barwon River and Newtown.  Wide front and rear
setbacks are a feature of the site, as are the four Norfolk Pine trees located in a line to the north.  The Homes are
also visually connected to the single storey predominantly interwar and postwar Bungalow streetscape.

The site is comprised of six, lineally-arranged, single storey, semi-detached red brick interwar Bungalow cottages,
a total of twelve houses.  The lineal arrangement and setbacks are shown on the 1928 GWST Plan of Drainage.6

They are characterised by gambrel-like unglazed Marseilles terra cotta tile roofs with broken-back verandahs
along the northern facades.  Large, squat red brick chimneys with four terra cotta pots adorn the roof lines.  Early
timber framed double hung windows and timber doors are located under the verandahs.

The verandahs are supported by brick piers with concrete cappings.  Low brick balustrades flank the steps to
each unit.

Early decorative features of the designs include the wavy timber/concrete patterns on the side lintels of the
verandahs, and the brick soldier coursing distinguishing the subfloor from the floor levels.  Soldier coursing was a
particular decorative feature of the 1920s and was characteristic in the early Government buildings in Canberra,
such as Old Parliament House, designed in 1922-27 by John Smith Murdoch.

These interwar Bungalow brick units have a strong affinity with other Miller Homes designed by Laird and Buchan
between 1919 and the late 1920s.
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These homes were designed by the Geelong architectural firm, Laird and Buchan in 1928,1 for elderly ladies.2 They were funded by the local
businessman and philanthropist, Alexander Miller, who resided at “Highview” in Highton.3 He was born in Scotland in 1842, the son of a
farmer and he emigrated to Australia with his parents at an early age.3 A draper, Miller was known as a kindly man as a columnist in the
Geelong Advertiser noted in 1928:
“In the seventies in a drapers shop in Moorabool Street, Geelong, a young man was making an indelible mark on the minds and memories of
all classes of the people who were customers at his master’s shop.  Elderly women speak today of the kindly attention and obliging service of
Alex. Miller.”3

Miller’s first move to construct homes for elderly women and women of lesser means began in Geelong in 1909.4 At the time of his death in
1914, his philanthropy had progressed to three groups of homes in Geelong and one in Benalla in northern Victoria.4 Miller bequeathed a
Trust fund so that his work would continue long after his death.4 Between 1918 and 1984, homes have been constructed in Geelong,
Rushworth, Numurkah, Shepparton, Benalla, Maryborough, Euroa, Castlemaine, Charlton, St. Arnaud and Ballarat. 4
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1. Foundation Stone on the site.
2. Pescott, South Barwon 1857-1985, p.61.
3. W.R. Lang, ‘Alexander Miller - The Man’, in the Investigator, September 1986, pp.95-83.
4. W.R. Lang, ‘Alexander Miller’, in the Investigator, December, 1985, pp.125-129.
5. D. Rowe, ‘Building a National Image: The Architecture of John Smith Murdoch, Australia’s First

Commonwealth Government Architect’, PhD (Architecture) Thesis, Deakin University, 1997.
6. Drainage Plans and Inspector’s Reports, 1928, Barwon Water Profis system.
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The Miller Homes at 7 Culbin Avenue are aesthetically significant at a REGIONAL level.  All six semi-detached
units (12 homes in total) form a lineal arrangement and demonstrate original design qualities of the interwar
Bungalow style   These qualities include gambrel-like unglazed Marseilles terra cotta tile roofs with broken-back
verandahs along the northern facades.  Other intact features include the large, squat red brick chimneys with
four terra cotta pots,  timber framed double hung windows and timber doors, brick verandah piers with concrete
cappings, low brick balustrades flanking the entry steps, wavy timber/concrete patterns on the side lintels of the
verandahs, and the brick soldier coursing distinguishing the subfloor from the floor levels.  These semi-detached
units are also collectively significant as one site of five of interwar Bungalow semi-detached groups of units in
Geelong.  The garden and trees on the site contribute to the significance of the place.

The Miller Homes at 7 Culbin Avenue are historically significant at a REGIONAL level.  The are associated with
the Geelong philanthropist, Alexander Miller, and the Trust established as part of his estate.  They are also
significant as the work of Geelong architects, Laird and Buchan, who were responsible for the designs of other
interwar Bungalow Miller Homes in Geelong.

Overall, the Miller Homes at 7 Culbin Avenue are of REGIONAL significance.
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• 22A Park Street, Geelong
• 89 Aphrasia Street, Newtown
• 73 McKillop Street, Geelong
• 4-10 Malvern Grove, Manifold Heights
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