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3216Thomson Street
Street/Site Name

The site at 34 Thomson Street has a significant view of St Stephen’s Anglican Church to the north and to
Newtown Hill.  The house is set in a predominantly single storey Federation and interwar Bungalow residential
streetscape, with some house adapted for other uses.  The house has typical front and side setbacks.  These
setbacks are shown on the 1927 GWST Plan of Drainage.4 The front is bound by an early interwar Bungalow
fence, approximately 1200mm high, which has a brick plinth and a piped steel frame and wire mesh above.  Two
brick piers with concrete cappings form the gateway.  An early substantial garden and Palm tree are other
features of the site.

The asymmetrical, single storey, weatherboard, interwar Californian Bungalow house is characterised by a major
gable roof form, together with a rear gable roof that traverses the site, a minor gable that projects towards the
street frontage, and a return flat-roofed verandah that projects to the front and the north.  These roof forms appear
to be clad in galvanised corrugated iron.  A tall corbelled red brick chimney with a terra cotta pot adorns the roof
line.  Wide overhangs are a feature of the eaves.  The early timber framed double hung windows are arranged in
a horizontal bank of four under the projecting gable and as a bay window under the verandah.

The verandah is supported by squat and round, tapered, concrete Doric columns which in turn are supported by
brick piers with rendered concrete cappings.  Solid brick balustrades with curved concrete cappings form the
boundary.

Apart from the verandah details, early decorative features of the design include the window leadlighting, gable
brackets and infill (shingling, panelling and battening).
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The site at 34 Thomson Street is part of the Belmont Heights Estate subdivision of December, 1913.1,3 This
house is situated on lot 5 of that subdivision.1 Hector Tomkins, a dairyman, owned the allotment in 1923-24.1 In
the following year, 1924-25, he sold it to the manufacturer, Harold Hirst. 1 A possible relative of the textile
magnate, Godfrey Hirst, the land was passed on to possibly another relative, Herbert Hirst. 1 He had this house
built between 1926 and 1928.1 Herbert Hirst lived there at least until the mid 1930s, but J. Matheson was resident
there by 1957 and J.E. Bowles was listed as the occupier in 1972. 2
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No.

1. Shire of South Barwon Rate Books, 1923-24, 1924-25, 1925-26, 1926-27, 1927-28, 1928-29.
2. Sands and McDougall’s Directory of Victoria, 1934, 1957, 1972.
3. Belmont Heights Estate Subdivision plan, 6 December, 1913, Geelong Historical Records Centre.
4. Drainage Plans and Inspector’s Reports, 1927, Barwon Water Profis system.

References

The house at 34 Thomson Street is aesthetically significant at a LOCAL level.  A highly intact house from the
street frontage, it  demonstrates original design features of the interwar Californian Bungalow style.  These
qualities include the a major gable roof form, together with a rear gable roof that traverses the site, a minor gable
that projects towards the street frontage, and a return flat-roofed verandah that projects to the front and the
north.  Other intact qualities include the weatherboard wall cladding, galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding,
tall corbelled red brick chimney with a terra cotta pot, wide eaves, timber framed double hung windows (in a
horizontal bank of four and as a projecting bay),  squat and round, tapered, concrete Doric verandah columns,
brick verandah piers with rendered concrete cappings, solid brick balustrades with curved concrete cappings,
window leadlighting, gable brackets and infill (shingling, joinery, panelling and battening).  The brick and wire
fence, together with the substantial garden and palm tree, contribute to the significance of the place.  The house
also makes a significant contribution to this section of the predominantly Federation and interwar residential
streetscape.

The house at 34 Thomson Street is historically significant at a LOCAL level.  It is associated with the Belmont
Height Estate subdivision of 1913, and with the Hirst family, local woollen manufacturers.

Overall, the house at 34 Thomson Street is of LOCAL significance.
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