Historic Places - Selected non-industrial significant placesin former City of Footscray - not in the Planning
Scheme

Identification and location

Name of place: |Robertson house

Other Name

Address 008 part | |Gedlona Road |
|Footscray |

Place I dentifier |2757

Heritage Significance |City |

Crestion date(y Map (e

Boundary description |Thetitleland and buildings with emphasis on fabric from or near the construction
date and Robertson occupation.

L ocal Government Area |CityofMaribyrnong |

Ownership Type | |

Description
Site Type: |House, urban |

Physical Description

Robertson's red brick Federation Bungaow style house contrasts with the conservative but
contemporary Italianate style of his partner, Hooper's house at 10 Gedlong Road. Composed
around the main hip roof, with gabled wings st at right-angles, the house is distinguished by an
octagona corner turret in the verandah on the north sSide, return timber verandah, and alarge
bay window to the front wing with an unusual embossed dado. Otherwise timber datting,
unglazed Marsailles pattern terra-cotta roof tiles, tal tapered brick chimneys, embossed wall
cladding and haf-timbered details provide typica period ornamentation.

The house is smilar to designs by, architects, HW & FB Tompkins (see example Ascot Vde
Rd, Ascot Vae) who designed the Hooper store in Brunswick 1908.

Condition

| Good (partially disturbed, well preserved).

Integrity

Subgtantialy intact/some intrusions. The verandah floor has been rebuilt, the fence replaced and
adjoining tennis court built on (see 6 Gedlong Rd.). An unrelated addition has been placed on the
south Sde.

Context
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Set among syligicaly related houses built for Footscray's éite in this part of Geelong Road and
linked higtorically, by itsfirst owner, to the adjoining 10 Gedlong Road.

Threats:

|I ncreasing development pressure from educationa ingtitution, unrelated external changes.

History

Higtorical background

In the nineteenth century and the firgt haf of the twentieth century, many of Footscray's
indudtrid and retail employers or managers lived within the community, often building quite
subgtantid villas for their families. In the early years, these houses tended to be placed rdaively
near to work sites, thus the location of some old substantial houses near theriver at Footscray
and Yaraville Later atrend

developed of erecting such homes on mgor roads, such as Somerville Road, Geelong Road
and Bdlarat Road, especidly at the eastern end of the latter two.

Despite the frantic subdivison of land in the late nineteenth century, mogt of the residentia
development of the City of Maribyrnong has occurred in the twentieth century. In the first two
decades of the century housing spread out through Seddon, between Geelong Road and
Somerville Road and at West Footscray { Barnard, 2000} .

Specific Higtory

John Robertson, partner in the large drapery firm of J. H. Hooper & Co., was the first owner-
occupier of this housein 1901. It was sited next to 10 Gedlong Road, the home of John
Hooper, dso builtin 1901. John, Mrs. C. E. Robertson and, in the late 1930s, James
Robertson, maintained some 30 years of occupation by the Robertson family until the
commencement of another long tenure by William Drever and family. The family tennis court to
the east was built on after the sale to Drever. Coincidentally Hooper's house next door was
occupied by K. W. Drever in the 1950s { Butler, 1989} .

Robertson was a joint owner with John and E. T Hooper of the Hooper business, providing a
“driving force (in the words of John Lack) behind the firm's pressure for the shop assstants
haf holiday early this century { Lack, 1986}. The neurologist and cagt-iron enthusiagt, Dr. E.
Graeme Robertson was born into this house in 1903, his studies taking him to London and
back to Victoriawhere he consulted to Mebourne's mgor hospitals and in the Royal
Audrdian Navy { Robertson} . Hisinterest in photography and cast-iron led him to publish
many books on the subject { Buitler, 1989} .
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Photographs from the 1930s-50s show this section of Gedlong Road as lined with Canary
Idand pdms, hedges and wel developed gardens as a reflection of the high amenity thisarea
once had possessed { FHSPC}.

Thematic context

Australian Principal Theme |Bui|ding settlements, towns and cities

PAHT Subtheme |Making suburbs | L ocal Theme(s)lEmp| oyers Housing

Cultural Significance

The Robertson house is significant to the City of Maribyrnong because:

- the house is, architecturdly, an adept and one of the best executed designs in the Queen Anne
villamanner judged within the City (Criterion F1);

- of itshistorical association with one of Footscray's more famous commercid figures, John
Robertson (Criterion H1);

- of its owner's association with the development of industrid reationsin the City when
Footscray led the State in obtaining  uniformly more adequate working conditions (Criterion
A4); and

- of its contributory role within a notable group of houses built by prominent persons, both
within Footscray and the State during a number of key erasin the City's history (Criterion A3).

Comparative Examples:

Aswith the other nearby houses in Gedong Road, this house islarger and alittle more
architecturaly sophidticated than most smilarly aged houses in the former City of Footscray
and, underscored by the othersin the group, provides an important expression of wealth within
the City during a distinct phase of development. The smilarly styled house a 34 Somerville Rd,
associated with 1Cl1 management in Y arraville, is another example which is more architecturdly
sgnificant and on alarger scde.

Recommendations

Heritage Victoria Register |No |

Register of the National Estate: |No |

National Trust Register: |Recommended |

Other Heritage Listings |No |

Planning Scheme Protection |Recommended |

External Paint Controls Apply?: |Yes |

Internal Alteration Controls Apply?: |N0 |

Tree Controls Apply?:  [No |

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register under the Act: |No

Arethere Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt?: |No |

Prohibited Uses may be Per mitted

Jill Barnard Graeme Butler Francine Gilfedder Gary Vines, 2001: Volume7: 45




Historic Places - Selected non-industrial significant placesin former City of Footscray - not in the Planning
Scheme

Recommendations:

Conserve and enhance the identified significant fabric, with emphasis on fabric from the early
1900s and the Robertson occupetion, with enhancement including reinstatement of missing
origind dements (i.e.. fence), colours and finishes and remova of the southern addition.
Conserve the public view of the Sgnificant fabric.

Promote the continuing origina use of the place and its amenity.

Continue higtorica research into the place and provide public access to the findings.
Assessthe interior for Sgnificant dements.

Australian Heritage Commission Criteria

|A3 Importance in exhibiting unusual richness or diversity of flora, fauna, landscape or cultural features.

forms part of adistinctive group within the City which is expressive of the desired location for Footscray's famous on the one
hand and the stylistic progression this took over the Victorian & Edwardian-eras

A4 Importance for their association with events, developments or cultural phases which have had a significant role in the
human occupation and evolution of the nation, state, region or community.

its owner's association with the development of industrial relations in the City when Footscray led the State in obtaining
uniformly more adequate working conditions

F1 Importance for their technical, creative, design or artistic excellence, innovation or achievement.

architecturally, an adept and one of the best executed designs in the Queen Anne villa manner judged within the City

H1 Importance for their close associations with individuals whose activities have been significant within the history of the
nation, state or region.

|historica| association with one of Footscray's more famous commercial figures, John Robertson

historical significance architectural significance [ social significance [ scientific significanc
Documentation
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Data recording

Assessed By: [Graeme Butler |

Assessed Date: [2000 |
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