Historic Places - Selected non-industrial significant placesin former City of Footscray - not in the Planning
Scheme

Identification and location

Name of place: |Nundah

Other Name [Whitehill house
Address 600 Barkly Street

|Footscray |
Place | dentifier

Heritage Significance |StaIe |

Creation date(s) |1924-5 Map (Meway) |41H3

Boundary description |Thetitleland and buildings with emphasis on fabric from or near the construction
date and Whitehill occupation.

L ocal Government Area |CityofMaribyrnong |

Ownership Type [Private |

Description
Site Type: |House, urban |

Physical Description

Ancther extraordinary Caifornian Bungalow design for the Whitehill family ownership, this
example draws heavily on the Far Eagtern inspirations of the style, with its Chinese/Japanese
horn-shaped verandah brackets, pergola porch, pergolaentry portal, and stepped metd trellis
fence pands. Contrasted with these linear details are the solid ements, including textured
stucco wall surfaces, fence piers and the ditinctive quartz (?) pebble piers which support its
verandah and gateway. Otherwise the contra-posed gabled roof forms (with cement Marsailles
paitern tile), dim attic window dots, name sign, and privet hedges are dl typicad eements of the
syle.

Condition

Probable painting over of naturd pebble finish, reputed internal  dterations< verba from owner:
painted timber pandling, fireplaces dtered >

Integrity

Context

Adjoins timber Bungaows (602 former doctor's surgery, 598) and, further east, relatesto the
gabled roof forms of brick detached houses. Otherwise, it is set in acontemporary commercial
area.
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Threats:

|I ncreasing development pressure, unrelated external changes.

History

Higtorical background

In the nineteenth century and the firgt haf of the twentieth century, many of Footscray's
indudtrid and retail employers or managers lived within the community, often building quite
substantid villas for their families. In the early years, these houses tended to be placed rdaively
near to work sites, thus the location of some old substantial houses near theriver at Footscray
and Yaraville Later atrend

developed of erecting such homes on mgor roads, such as Somerville Road, Geelong Road
and Bdlarat Road, especidly at the eastern end of the latter two.

Despite the frantic subdivison of land in the late nineteenth century, mogt of the residentia
development of the City of Maribyrnong has occurred in the twentieth century. In the first two
decades of the century housing spread out through Seddon, between Geelong Road and
Somerville Road and at West

Footscray.

Specific Higtory

Ernest H. Whitehill, Footscray contractor, had this prestigious five-room Bungaow built in
1924-5 to adigtinctive design by Schrelber & Jorgenson. Whitehill had previoudy lived a
nearby 97 Gordon Street and had come from afamily long associated with north Footscray,
initidly viather dairy and later ther resdentia subdivisons. Whitehill  lived hereinto the
1960s, the house being avehicle for galasocid occasions during that period { Butler, 1989} .

Nearby a 57A Droop &, Whitehill’s Dairy was the precursor of another exotic Bungalow
design. Three Whitehills, Ernest, Francis A. and Francis G., resded and worked at 61
Gordon Street, on the west side, south of Balarat Road. It was Francis George Whitehill who
shifted into this five-room bungalow from Gordon Street, in 1920, having commissoned
architects, Schreiber & Jorgenson, to design it. Rate book descriptions of George's
occupancy changed from “dairyman’ in 1920-1 to "gentleman’ in 1922-3{ Butler, 1989} .

Thematic context

Australian Principal Theme |Bui|ding settlements, towns and cities

PAHT Subtheme |Making suburbs | L ocal Theme(s)lEmpI oyers Housing

Cultural Significance

Nundah is sgnificant to Victoria because:
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- architecturaly, Nundah is an exemplary and unusua Cdifornian Bungaow design, judged
within the State, with its Arts & Crafts and Asian influences clearly expressed in the detail, form
and use of field stone (Criterion F1);

- it possesses a digtinctive Chinese/Japanese character and thus expresses clearly the
Cdifornian Bungdow gtyles origins aswell asthe skill of design execution within the idiom
(Criterion A4, B2, F1);

Its digtinctive style and externd preservation, including its unusua boundary fence, providesa
strong expression of one of the region's strong growth eras, after WW.1 ( Criterion A4);

- itisthe design of noted architecturd firm, Schreiber & Jorgenson who have been dso
asociated with other outstanding Cdifornian Bungaow examples (Criterion H1) ; and

- higoricaly, the house is dosdly linked with the localy prominent Whitehill family whose
community presence extended from the provision of basic services (milk) to the cregtion of
large resdentia subdivisonsin the region and related leased housing (Criterion H1).

Comparative Examples:

The Japanese influence through the North American architects, Greene & Greene, was a the
basis of the evolution of the Cdifornian Bungalow design late in the 19th century and early 20th
century. Thistype of Bungdow became internationaly known, pardlding the intense interest in
Japan by the Aesthetic and Arts & Crafts Movementsin the late 19th century. Examples of this
prototypical design arerare in the State and nationdly, The Pebblesin Droop St (Schreiber &
Jorgenson) being another Melbourne example.

Recommendations

Heritage Victoria Register |Reso|ution to recommel

Register of the National Estate: [Recommended |

National Trust Register: |Recommended |

Other Heritage Listings |No |

Planning Scheme Protection  [Recommended |

External Paint Controls Apply?: |Y&s |

Internal Alteration Controls Apply?: |N0 |

Tree Controls Apply?: |No |

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register under the Act: INo

Arethere Outbuildings or Fences not Exempt?: |Y% |

Prohibited Uses may be Per mitted

Recommendations:

Conserve and enhance the identified significant fabric, with emphass on fabric from the 1920s
and the Whitehill occupation (1920s-60s), with enhancement including reinstatement of missing
origind dements, colours and finishes.
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Consarve the public view of the significant fabric.

Promote the continuing origind use of the place and its amenity.

Continue historical research into the place and provide public access to the findings.
Assessthe interior for Sgnificant dements.

Australian Heritage Commission Criteria

A4 Importance for their association with events, developments or cultural phases which have had a significant role in the
human occupation and evolution of the nation, state, region or community.

Its distinctive style and external preservation, including its unusual boundary fence, provides a strong expression of one of the
region's strong growth eras, after WW1

B2 Importance in demonstrating a distinctive way of life, custom, process, land-use, function or design no longer practiced, in
danger of being lost, or of exceptional interest.

distinctive Chinese/Japanese character is rare among house designs

F1 Importance for their technical, creative, design or artistic excellence, innovation or achievement.

an exemplary and unusual Californian Bungalow design, judged within the State, with its Arts & Crafts and Asian influences
clearly expressed in the detail, form and use of field stone; sa distinctive Chinese/Japanese character and thus expresses clearly
the Californian Bungalow styl€e's origins as well as the skill of design execution within the idiom

H1 Importance for their close associations with individuals whose activities have been significant within the history of the
nation, state or region.

the design of noted architectural firm, Schreiber & Jorgenso who have been also associated with other outstanding Californian
Bungalow examples; houseis closely linked with the locally prominent Whitehill family whose community presence extended
from the provision of basic services (milk) to the creation of large residential subdivisionsin the region and related leased
housing.

historical significance architectural significance O social significance [ scientific significanc
Documentation
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