Footscray Conservation Study

St. John’s Anglican Sunday School
30A Pickett Street

)

History(Refer St. John's, 79 Paisley Street)

The surviving legacy of the rocketing land priccs of the
1880s, this building was first built, in 1865, . as St. John’s

Church in Cowper Street and rebuilt her¢ after car-
riage maker, Philip Bevan’s offer was accepted, in 1889,
to acquire the original site. Its reconstruction, in 1891,
was also one result of an enthusiastic ministry.by the
Rev, chry Scott, whose parsonage adjoined.” Early
this centuryit functioned for a brief period as Footscray
College, during the ministry of the Rev. T. Bag.lm

The distinguished architect, Leonard Terry, carried
out the original design in 1864, calling tenders for roof-
ing the building in 18635. Additions were madein 18705

Description

Bluestone and Early English Gothic Revival in style,
the former church is tvpical of many small parish chur-
ches of its period, its wall material being (in this city)
also typical of the surviving dominance of the local
stone industry. Embellishments such as the carved
stone corbel table over the buttressed entrance are of
value. The adjoining timber residence evokes its period
and hence the ministry of the Rev, Scott,

External Integrity

Given its relocation, the assumed timber picket fence
has been replaced and chain-wire gates erected across
a new concrete side driveway.

Streetscape

Most adjoining houses are late Victorian and Edwar-
dian in character and, despite its relocation, the church
is related to them in period.

Significance

Architecturally, an austere and typical Early English
church design, made more distinctive by its all-stone
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construction in an area known for bluestone produc-

tion.
1 V&R V3.p.136f
2 ibid, -
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