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Footssray Conservation Study

Shops and Residences
134-136 Nicholson Street

‘ .

History

Claimed as Footscray’s first chemist cum dentist, John
William Smith had established his business in Nichol-
son Street (opposite the Mechanics Institute) in 18543
Apparently prospering from his business, Smith
engaged local architect, Charles Polain, to design a
speculative shop and residence row in Anderson
Street, Yarraville (q.v.) and this pair, all in the same
era. Polain called tenders in 1889 and Smith (136) and
bootmakers, Roelens & Burdett (134) were in place by
1890.* The familiar name of T.H. Buzza opened his
business in place of Smith, late in the 1890s, while
Smith’s grandson, William Osmond Smith, was to
open other pharmacies in Footscray, Carlton and
Brunswick.

Hesse Brothers (furniture sellers) and F.V. Dean
(dairy producc) occupied the pair during the c1920-35
period, prior to a long occupation of 134 by Herbert
Adams Pty, Ltd, and 136 as a butchers shop Hesse
Brothers’ slogans included ...7hat has only cheapness
to recommend it is dear at any price and (We) sell Super-
ior Goods at prices usually quoted for the inferior article,
also, We have an Enormous Tumover... Thisis no secret
but it Counts!

A photograph from ¢19077 shows Hesse’s occupation
with cast-iron verandah complete, the pattern being
similar to the Corporation type. The parapet is
adorned with walls (entablature), cast-iron finials (al-
ternate piers) and draped urns (alternate piers). Signs
are very much in evidence, on the verandah fascia and
as board signs on the verandah roof. The shopfront
possessed a low stall board.
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Description

Although the facade brickwork has been painted' and
the shop is without its original iron post verandah and
shopfront, the pair, (now just facades) and a related
row to the south (130-136) recently revealed by renova-
tions, possess all of the distinctive ornament associated
with the designer (Polain), including rare cast-iron
finials, .
Ornament reflects the emerging English Queen Anne
revival in commercial and domestic architecture, with
ascrolled raised entablature pediment, swags, wreaths

and distinctive elongated consoles, placed above a Pal-
ladian window group and extending to the cornice
above. A coloured leadlight lunette is also used here,
as a typical Polain device from this era. Two cement
ladies bear a shield adorned with the letter ‘S’ (Smith).

Now that 136 has been temporanly rcduced tojusta
street facade, the wrought iron beam qver the
shopfront opening is exposed, revealing its' maker’s

name, the British firm, Dorman Long. L
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External Integrity

Bricks have been painted, balls missing from parapet
piers, shopfronts demolished or replaced (134 with a
sympathetic recessed entry), but of intrusive
materials), a cantilever canopy added to 134 and both
original post verandahs removed. All but the facade of
136 has been regretfully demolished (Smith’s own
premises) as part of the current renovations,

Streetscape

Part of a small 19th Century group contrasting with ad-
jacent recent commercial architecture which has pur-

- sued a common parapeted and flush facade treatment,

resulting in a wall-like uniformity. Nineteenth and
carly Twentieth Century architecture, opposite and in
adjacent streets, is still numerous enough to balance
the blandness of recent development and suggest a
definite commercial character for the retail arca.

Significance

Architecturally, still possessing valuable detailing and
compositional devices, these have been nevertheless
reduced to mere facades and hence, Historically, they
possess little expression of their former occupiers ex-
cept perhaps in the upstairs interior of 134,
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