Footscray Conservation Study

4-88 117 Nicholson Swreet

1 FFOY p.152
2 D1915-65
3 D1962;branch also in Prahran?




Footscray Conservation Study

Shop
117 Nicholson Street

History
David Griffiths, jeweller, opened a shop next to this
site in Nicholson Street around 1892, havmg just ar-
rived from Maryborough, His early demise, in 1923, left
his elder son, Reginald, to continue the already
prosperous business. 1 His brother, Ronald, and their
sister, Myrtle, expanded the business to mclude op-
tician services and a new shop image, desi Zgned by ar-
chitects H.W. & F.B. Tompkins in 1936,
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On a site previously operated as a United Friendly
Society dispensary (nominee John Greenwood), the
Griffiths family rebuilt the front of the shop in 1936 and

' complcted the modernization of the rear two years

later.! The Tompkins brothers also designed a new
house for Reginald anﬁths at 61 Droop Street, in
1940, (now demohshed) Griffiths’ was, for a long

time, the most stylish and up-to-date jeweller’s (or any) |

shop in Footscray.

Description

Obviously a renovation, some of the row it once joined
survives in nearer its original state at 121 and south-
ward, Nevertheless, the renovation was complete and
accomplished, introducing a full-blown Moderne
styled facade to the then dominantly late Victorian
streetscape. Vertical ribbing frames the upper level
and wraps over the top as rounded shoulders for the
otherwise austere parapet. The main window group is
topped with a similarly rounded cement hood, the
framing is steel and above it, the firm’s trade
(Jewellers) is spelt out in avant-garde surface-mounted
metal lettering,

The canopy echoes this vernacular and, below it, the
gleaming streamlined brass-framed and vitrolite
shopfront provides a faithful expression of the 1930s
and the Moderne art form, Terrazzo flooring is pat-
terned and bears the firm’s name. Internal fittings ap-
pear original,

External Integrity

Fluorescent batten fitting attached to window hood
and a sympathetic illuminated sign under the canopy.

Streetscape

Although its design destroyed part of the 1890s period
streetscape, it retains the parapeted stuccoed form of
its former row and the 19th Century streetscape which
extends to the south.

Significance

Architecturally, a masterly and complete Moderne
shop design. Historically, identified with a locally
prominent jeweller family. ,
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