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Exchange Hotel
28 Napier Street '

History

William Highett, a merchant and pastoralist, pur-
chased this Crown allotment in 1851, However, the site
remained vacant until 1876 when the present hotel was
opened under licensee Jonas Brown; the baker, David
Mitchell, apparently being the owner since the 1850s,!

Mitchell remained so through the 1880s along with a
succession of hoteliers which included Charles Clack,
Sophia and Michael Gleeson.? Others were M.A. Kent
(c1890), O. Leehane (c1895), Mrs. Annie Conway

(c1940), W.H. Booker, Mrs. Charlotte Greenwood
(1920s) and Mrs, M, Griggs (1940-508).3

William and David Mitchell opened their nearby
Moreland Street bakery (see 98-100 Moreland Street)
in 1854, thriving for many years to come, on what was
said to be a ‘secret recipe for bread-making.’ David
was early in introducing the eight-hour day. (claimed
as the first) in his bakery and paid good wages for ‘the
most competent tradesmen.” Around 1914 Mitchell
sold out to a Mr. Stein. ® Mitchell was mayor 1873- 9,
1882-4, and a councillor 1877-1893%

Thomas Kelly, the architect responsible for the
Footscray Town Hall (first) and Catholic Church,
called tenders for an hotel early in 1876. This may be
the one,

RB1876- 7-

RB1883,1454; RB1886,1712
d1885-1955

FFOY p.119

ibid.

Lack

The Argus 25-3-76/3

IOV AW e

-9

VT T S




Footscray Conservation Study”

Description

Set out in the traditional manner, the hotel has long
frontages to two streets, a slated and hipped roof and
the archetypical splayed corner entrance, It is two-
storey and, atop the basalt base course, has cemented
walls, sparsely adorned with the then fashionable
Italian Renaissance revival detail, Adjoining on the
northis an Edwardian parapetcd and gabled face-brick,
former factory (?), now serving as an extension to the’
hotel.

External Integrity

One upper level, and ground level openings and detail-
ing, have been altered, also diverse plumbing and signs
have been added. The stone plinth has been painted
but the cemented facade is a sympathetic colour for the
period. The brick structure adjoining has also been
painted. An unsympathetic addition has been made to
the east (bottle shop and lounge).

Streetscape

A traditional corner building and the start of a period
strectscape going north along Whitehall Street,

Significance

Architecturally, a typical conservative Italian Renais-
sance revival hotel design which possesses fair integrity
and a key corner site. Historically, a meeting place
since the beginnings of urbanization in Footscray.
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