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black glazed terra-cotta faience and painted timber
fascia. The suspended name sign is notable. '

External Integrity

Generally original.

Streetscape

Isolated in the streetscape, relating only in part to the
two-level rendered and parapeted facades adjoining.

Significance

Ar~hitect~rally, a to~ally Modern but restrained shop
deSIgn which embodies most of the philosophies of the
19505 rebirth in Australian architecture.
Historically, among the flrst group of major retail
developments after the Second War in Footscray.

Barkly Theatre
281 Barkly Street

History
I

Among the new breed of picture theatres built in
Australia, combining live and ftlm facilities, the Barkly
Theatre was erected in c1914 for the BarIqy Picture
Theatre Company, as designed by WA.M. Blackett &
Forster. 1 St. Georges in Yarraville was builtm 19132

;
hence this picture theatre and the Barklyare among the
second oldest group of purpose-buiItcinem~ knowp
to survive in Victoria, after Northcote (1912)3.

The same company announced the installation of a
'talking apparatus' for a premier showing in September
1929, only a year after Melbourne's first 'talking' per­
formance in the Athenaeum., Collins Street. The instal­
lation cost was estimated at between 4000 and 5000
pounds. Hoyts Theatres were the owners by 1934, the
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~Ck,s.ite notes;MUAIi MMBW CF 90558 gives new building sewage connection planned in 1914 and carried out 1916
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