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BUILDING ADDRESS
S.E. CORNER PAKINGTON & HOPE STREETS

HISTORY

The government purchased the Geelong West site in 1884 and the foundation stone was
laid by Victoria's Chief Secretary, Mr Berry, on 20th January 1886. It was built
five years before the new Geelong Post Office.

DESCRIPTION

A single storey Post Office and residence built of brick and slate. Decorative
eleménts include cement render mouldings, tuckpointed brickwork, notable window and
verandah joinery. Designed in 1885 by G. B. H. Austin, the Public Works Department
Western region architect, it is similar in style to the former Geelong West Court
House. The Post Office is an intact example of the innovative and eclectic nature
of the Public Works Department architecture of the 1880's in Victoria. There arr
similarly designed Post Offices throughout Victoria of which Nathalia Post Office i.
an example. External alterations are few but include a small addition to the front
porch and a new fence. (See Seaton p.160 for a 1922 photograph.)

SIGNIFICANCE

The Geelong West Post Office was designed in 1885 by G. B. H. Austin of the Public
Works Department. It is a good example of the eclectically derived style which was
characteristic of his work. The foundation stone was laid by Graeme Berry, Chief

Secretary of Victoria in 1886. It is one of few intact buildings of architectural
note in the Pakington Street commercial area.ltJe:C%féﬁtlhz'E%3H43czlﬂce;.

POLICY/RECOMMENDATIONS
National Estate Register, éim@uﬂqnma%-Eiﬂkﬂqﬂs E&gﬁﬁJGW“.
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