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CITY OF GEELONG WEST

URBAN CONSERVATION STUDY: BUILDING IDENTIFICATION FORM,

BUILDING ADDRESS
COURT HOUSE, (FORHER) PAKINGTON STREET.

HISTORY >

The Geelong West Court House was opened for business on the 27 June 1889. It fulfilled this function for fifty years
after wvhich it vas acquired by the fieelong West City Council for use as a library. After alterations and renovations
the library vas opened in March 1939.

DESCRIPTION

The lover section of the Court House vas grossly defaced when alterations and additions were carried out. At least some
of this occurred in 1939 when the building was altered for use as a library. However some of the additians have occurred
later and this includes the Pakington Strest verandah, As the original drawings show (see accospanying reduced
sicrofila copy) the building has great architectural serit at least equal to that of the Post Office on the opposite sid
of Pakington Strest. (built 1886). Indeed, it was designed by the same architect, 6.B.H.Austin. Austin coamenced work
in the Public Works Departaent in 1860 as a Draftsman of the State Schools Division. He became Assistant Architect (2nd
Grade) of the Western Division.

The style is very similar to the Geelong West Post Office. This is particularly noticeable in the use of dark-red face
brickark, cesent render mouldings, and the fine vindov and door joinery and enframesents. Similar materials were used
on the chimneys however the detailing is different on each building, In both cases the hipped roof has besn clad in
slate. Noticeable differences include the symsetry of the design, and the promineat round arched windov above the
entrance to the Court Rooa which is surmounted by a pedisent. These important civic buildings were designed fo
coapliment each other,

The upper level appears to be intact and its integrity-is similar to that of the Post Office. Now one hundred years old
the Post Office is in excellent condition and has an excellent degree of infegrity.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Court House has very important historical associations with Geelong West's civic development and it is one of the few
buildings in the Pakington Street Commercial Area which has such fine architectural style. Built in 1889 to the dravings
of Public Works Architect, G.B.H. Austin it has been designed to compliment the 1BBG Post Office opposite. It is of
local significance,

POL ICY/RECOMMENDATIONS

G.R.P.5.

Removal of the unsyapathetic additions, and restoration to the design shown in the original drawings is highly
recoasended. 4
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