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BUILDING CITATION
This build~ng constructed in 1863 to the design of Leonard Terry, Architect, is tt
only gold fields branch of·this bank that has traded continuously up to the
present day.

The ground floor is rusticated, and the circular lights above the door
and window transomes (used only on this bank in Ballarat) are an elegant
reflection of the shape of the arcading. The whole composition is surmounted
by a prominent cornice, and despite the extra height of this building, it
blends well with the two banks on either side.

The building forms part of an important streetscape of four Leonard
Terry banks. The grouping of these buildings is unique to the State of
Victoria. The extra height of the National Bank, provides a variety of
scale to the streetscape. The building is in good condition. Apart from
the unsympathetic green-grey paint colour which disr~pts the continuity of
the streetscape, the alteration to the door (now a window) and the new entrance
door, this building is externally intact. The interior has been altered.

. ,
RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that this building
the Register of the National Estate,
Town and Country Planning Act (Third
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r NATIONAL BANK - 5 LYDIARD STREET NORTH

BUILDING ANALYSIS ~~D DESCRIPTION

A branch of this bank was opened cn February 16, 1859,1 and it was the

first of many branches opened in the gold fields; It is the pnly

one that has traded continuously up to the present day.

2called on December 24th, 1861, and againTenders were

28th, 1862,3 by Architect Leonard Terry. On November

on August

13th, 18624

tenders were called for fittings. No original drawings of the

building survive but a plan is recorded in the original premises

book. 5

The ground floor is rusticated", and a plinth course cuts through

the architraves to meet the window guards in a similar fashion to the

Bank of New South Wales, 13-15 Lydiard Street. The circular lights

above the door and left hand window tlansomes are an elegant reflection
,r -

"

r
of the shape of the arcading.

a door.

The window to the left was originally

The first floor windows are surmounted by hoods supported on consoles;

the upper floor is treated at a reduced scale, but with hooded instead

cornice, and despite the extra height, the design compliments the other

'~erry bank buildings on either side.

[

['
of attic windows. The whole composition is surmounted by a prominent

Argus December 24, 1861.

["'\
L'

JL
l[

1. National Ba~k of Australasia Ltd. Souvenir of the Jubilee of the Ba~k

1858-1908 Melbourne 1909, p.44.2.

3. Argus August 28, 1862.

4. Argus November 13, 1862.

5. This is discussed in H.Troppe Leonard Terry and Some of his Banks
1970. p.77.
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NATIONAL BANK - 5 LYDIARD STREET NORTH

BUILDING ANALYSIS AND DESCRIPTION

This building forms part of an important streetscape of four

Leonard Terry banks •. This grouping of buildings is unique to the

State of Victoria. The added height of the National Bank

provides a diversity of scale to this group. Apart from the

unsympathetic green-grey paint colour, the alteration to the left

hand door, (now a window), and the new entrance doors, the building

is intact externally. It has been altered internally.
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