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Contact Information I
I History l

Publications

l

Welcome to the Mechanics'
Institutes of Victoria Inc. web
site. The MIV was formed in
1998. It aims to foster the
preservation and restoration
of the social, cultural and
physical heritage of Mis
through the development of
information exchanges and
systems of mutual support.
Membership is open to
groups and individuals with
an interest in the Ml
movement, particularly in
Victoria. Since its formation
the MIV has staged the first

National Mechanics'
Institutes  Conference in
Melbourne in 2000 and
published its proceedings;

published the 350 page book
If Only the Walls Could
Speak: A Social History of
the Mechanics' Institutes of
Victoria; assisted the
publication of The Libraries
of the Mechanics' Institufes
of Victoria; established a
web site; secured a round of
Government grants for some
of Victoria's Mls; produced a
Travelling Exhibition
Remember the Mechanics?;
staged Regional Meetings in
country Victoria; established
a Mechanics' Institutes'
Resources Collection
(MIRC) at Prahran; staged

the First International
Conference Mechanics’
Worldwide in September

2004; launched a plaques
scheme for Mils; and
launched the Victorian Mis
building and history
database.

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~mivic/index.htm

What's New

% PROJECT MIS-ing The
Great Search for Ml records
and memorabilia. If you
know their whereabouts,
contact Pam Baragwanath;
Unit 21 Cottinglea Way 12-
14 Unsworth Road
Ringwood North, V 3134,
Email:
pgbarag@alphalink.com.au

Calendar Dates

% Meeting Date: Committee
Meeting Saturday 16
- September at 10am.
Footscray Mechanics'
Institute, 209 Nicholson
Street, Footscray. All
Welcome!

& Annual General Meeting
Saturday, 11 November
2006

15/09/2006
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The first Victorian Mechanics' Institute was the Melbourne
Mechanics' Institute established in 1839 and renamed The
Melbourne Athenaeum in 1873. The Athenaeum continues to
operate a library, theatres and shops in its original building at 188
Collins Street, Melbourne. :

From the 1850s, Mechanics' Institutes quickly spread thoughout
Victoria wherever a hall or library, or a school was needed. Nearly a
thousand were built in Victoria but just over 500 remain today. Their
history is described in, If the Walls Could Speak: A Social History of
the Mechanics' Institutes in Victoria written by Pam Baragwanath,
published by The Mechanics' Institutes of Victoria with the aid of 3
Centenary of Federation grant in November 2000.

In April 1998 a group of Mechanics' Institute representatives met to
exchange information and ideas on the future of Mechanics'
Institutes in Victoria.

This conference, hosted by the Kilmore Mechanics' Institute and
entitied Mechanics’ Institutes: The Way Forward, highlighted
opportunities and difficulties experienced by the Mechanics' today.
At the close of proceedings, participants voted to form an
association of the Mechanics' Institutes of Victoria.

Last century each of the district's Mechanics' Institute was known
not only as the most important centre of adult education, but it was
also the area's hub for social and cultural activities. The recent
amalgamation of Shires across Victoria has created new
opportunities for the Mechanics' Institutes to again play a central
role in their various communities.

Home | Projects | Membership | Conference [ Institutes | Contact Information | History | Publications

Reg.No. A038156G ABN 60 337 335 989

For problems or questions regarding this website please contact [Site Manager Email].

Last updated: 10-Oct-2004.

hitp://home.vicnet.net.au/~mivic/history htm 15/09/2006
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