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History

This property was originally occupied by the Mercer family, who had interests in the Port Phillip Association and in the Dryden
property nearby Fyansford. Major W D Mercer visited Tulchan on 8th October 1850.°** In the will of George Mercer, he
mentioned ‘my house at Tulchan in Perthshire’, Scotland, and Tulchan by Fyansford was evidently the headquarters of his
second and fourth sons, George and John.® According to the rate books, electoral rolls and directories, John H Mercer (Great
Britain) owned the property in 1876 and G R Mercer (Scotland) owned it in 1881 while Henry Anderson, a grazier was the
occupier of 280 acres and dwelling. Between 1888 and 1901 it as owned by G F Belcher and occupied by James Barrett
Thompson, (farmer), Jeremiah Larkins (farmer) , J S Downey (grazier). Stephen Wrathall (printer) owned and occupied it in
1805 and Oliva Moreton (farmer) owned and occupied it in 1914. About 1921 the land appears to have been purchased by the
neighbour, James Lang, who lived at Frogmore. Thomas and Beatrice Cockayne (farmers) owned and occupied it from at
least 1925 until 1936. By 1945 Marshall McDondald Condie (farmer) owned and occupied it until at least 1970. It is not
known when the buildings became ruins, but it is believed to be the result of a fire within the last two decades.
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. No. Street/Site Name Town/Suburb Postcode C
Ad?;lte | 335 || Hamilton Highway || Fyansford \ 3221 | 0
i Site Name |__Tulchan ruins - hs, out bldgs, wall | [N
Description T
There are four distinct structures and all of them are ruinous. They form the basis of a rural homestead complex |E
and are made of random rubble bluestone. Part of the chimney of the cottage stands and it is constructed of quite | X
large squared stones. There are two outbuildings of which parts of the walls remain, some up to two metres high | T
and one that siill has the form of the gable end. The fourth structure is a dry stone retaining wall along a track. U
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Sit No. . Street/Site Name Town/Suburb Postcode
ite | 335 || Hamilton Highway 1 Fyansford | 3221
Address

Site Name | Tulchan ruins - hs, out bldgs. wall

Comparative Listings

Statement of Cultural Significance

The ruins of Tulchan (cottage, outbuildings and retaining wall) are scientifically significant at a Regional level
for their potential to yield evidence of the lifestyle at one of the earliest farms established at Fyansford and the
Geelong district.

Itis historically significant at a Local level for its association with many early Fyansford farming families and
the evolution of developments in the broader community. It is also historically significant as a now rare
surviving example of aspects of Fyansford heritage.

Overall, the Tulchan ruins are of Loeal Significance.
Recommendation:

That a Conservalion Management Plan be carried out on the site, which should further investigate the
archaeological potential of the site and comparative analysis with similar sites in Victoria.
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