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‘ Structure/Monument
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MDT 4 Barwon Heads | [s227 ]

Current Site Name

Jessie McKechnie Memorial Gates & Plague |

Heritage Status
Register of the National Estate
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|
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[] Register of the National Estate
I HO City of Greater Geelong
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Condition of the fabric

;J Excellent
__| Good

L Fair

Q Poor

| Ruinous
__! Unexposed

Integrity of the site

__| Excellent

__ Good
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Poor

__ Partially excavated
[] Fully excavated
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Sit No. Street/Site Name Town/Suburb Postcode
e 3A_ Golf Links Road | Barwon Heads || 3227 |
Address ‘ , : -
Site Name |_Jessie McKechnie Memorial Gates & |
Description

The Jessie McKechnie Memorial Gates plague is situated on a brick pier, with a tapered concrete capping. The
pier is approximately 1500mm high. The steel memorial gates have been removed from the piers and are stored
in a shed on the school site.

History

The Jessie McKechnie Memorial gates were erected in 1960, as a memorial to Miss Jessie McKechnie, a most
valued and long-serving teacher of the Barwon Heads Primary School."*® As a teacher, Miss McKechnie had
devoted almost 23 years of her teaching life to the Barwon Heads school.” She taught at the old school on the
outskirts of the town, at the Cray Pot in the Barwon Heads Park, and at its current location. Miss McKechnie died
in front of her class, which was a great shock to the community as she had not experienced any previous signs of
iliness.® Only six months before her death, Miss McKechnie had purchased a property at 20 Ozone Road, which
was one of the former Boat Sheds from the Barwon River foreshore (see separate Record Sheet).?

Heritage Precinct: Significant Urban Character Features visually connected to this place
(this section is only applicable to places in precincts)
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No. Street/Site Name Town/Suburb Postcodg
C3A || Golf Links Road | Barwon Heads || 3927 |

Site Name lJessie McKechnie Memorial Gates &

Site
Address

Comparative Listings

Statement of Cultural Significance

« |The Jessie McKechnie Memorial Gates and plaque are historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is

associated with Miss Jessie McKechnie, a former valued and long-serving school teacher of the Barwon Heads
Primary School.

The Jessie McKechnie Memorial Gates and plaque are socially significant at a LOCAL level. They are
recognised and valued by the school community, as a memorial to the long-serving school teacher of the
Barwon Heads Primary School, Miss Jessie McKechnie.

Overall, the Jessie McKechnie Memorial Gates and plaque at 3A Golf Links Road are of LOCAL significance.

Recommendation: Itis recommended that the memorial gates be returned o the gate piers at the front of the
school. If for safety and/or practical reasons the gates cannot be re-instalied, then they should be re-located
within the school grounds, and identified as the Jessie McKechnie Memorial gates (the plaque shaould
accompany the gates).
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