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3221Atkins Street
Street/Site Name

The Victorian Vernacular styled cottage is a brick or stone stuccoed single storey dwelling with a hipped roof clad
in galvanised corrugated iron.  It has a face brick chimney towards the rear of the building.  The front elevation
has a centrally placed door with double-hung timber windows either side.  One side of the verandah has been
filled, in the twentieth century, with cement sheet and a louvered window.  A decorative frieze and turned timber
posts may be original, but require closer inspection to be conclusive.

The house is set back from the front boundary and side boundaries. The appropriate fence is a recently
constructed, low simple picket fence with a Federation period gate.  A simple paling fence of the same height  is
adjacent to it.

The style of the house indicates that it may have been built in the 1860s.

History

Site Name

No.

Fyansford
Town/Suburb Postcode

‘Flour Mill’ House

Site
Address 2

G J Barthold purchased this site, Section 3, allotment 1 on the corner of Atkins St and The Parade and the next
three (allotments 2-4) along Atkins St. at the first land sales in Fyansford, in 1854. 3 There were, according to the
Census, 290 people in 1854 but it had decreased, in 1861 to 230 occupying a total of 30 houses, and by 1891
there were only 98 people in 19 houses.  John McNeill’s sketch map of Fyansford pre 1890, shows a house in this
location, known as the Flour Mill House and only  19 houses  within the town.  Next to the house, on allotments
2-4,  was the three storey bluestone, steam operated Flour Mill, which was constructed in 1844 by Henry Collins, 4

and demolished in the early 1930s.1 The earliest rate records of owners and occupiers list John McMaster,
Gentleman, as the owner from 1903 until 1909, then James Cantwell as the owner and occupier of the house
from 1910 until about 1945. Leith Clifford and Thomas Fletcher were later owners.
It is important as one of only a few nineteenth century cottages remaining in the Fyansford Township and is
associated with the first factory- type industry in Fyansford. 1,2
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No.

1. Shire of Bannockburn Rate Books.
2. Sands & McDougall’s Directory of Victoria.
3. Parish Map.
4. John McNeill, A Journey to Destiny, Australian Cement Company, 1990. pp18-22.

References

Dwelling has no individual significance but is situated within the Fyans Heritage Area (HO1732)
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