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3221Fyansford-Gheringhap Road
Street/Site Name

This Victorian Vernacular styled building has a rectangular plan form and is constructed of coursed random rubble
bluestone walls and a hipped corrugated iron roof.  There is a brick chimney at one end which protrudes through
the roof and is visible only above the spouting.  There are window and door openings but the doors and windows
have been removed.

Bluestone footings of a larger building are believed to be extant on the site.  (See the History.)

There are several mature trees surrounding the site.

History
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No.
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Junction/Keens Hotel Ruins

Site
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By 1854 a wooden bridge was built across the Moorabool River and there were eight hotels to accommodate the
needs of the gold rush travellers.  One of these was at the junction of Highway (to Inverleigh) and Gheringhap
Road (to Ballarat). 3 According to Beaurepaire, “The hotel was a single storey weatherboard building on stone
foundations and operated by Mrs Wensor and later by that lady and her new husband, Charles Kean.  ... The
Junction Hotel was delicenced in 1921 and became a private residence in 1980, when it was demolished to make
way for a modern house owned by Mr and Mrs Beck.  ... The ruins of a stone shed in recognisable shape and
some signs of the floor slab of the hotel are all that remain today.” 4 It was owned and occupied by Charles  Keen,
publican, and known as the Junction Hotel from at least  1876, and remained in the Keen family ownership until at
least 1945.  From about 1900 it was occupied by Robert John Tyers, Frederick W Gugger and Matilda ad Charles
Cork , in that order. 1 It was variously known as Keens or the Junction Hotel on early maps of the area.
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1. Shire of Bannockburn Rate Books.
2. Sands & McDougall’s Directory of Victoria.
3. John McNeill, A Journey to Destiny 1890 - 1990, Australian Cement Limited, 1990, p18
4. Derek Beaurepaire, The Stepping Stone, p33

References

The ruins of the Junction Hotel (outbuildings and hotel footings) are scientifically significant at a Local level
for their potential to yield evidence of the lifestyle at one of the earliest  hotels established at Fyansford during
the gold rush period.

It is historically significant at a Local level for its association with many early  Fyansford farming families. and
the evolution of developments in the broader community. It is also historically significant as a now rare
surviving example of  aspects  of Fyansford’s heritage.

Overall, the Junction Hotel ruins at 5-55 Fyansford-Gheringhap Road are of Local Significance.
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