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Description
[The Corio Common Sthool was a single room rectangular bluestone building with dimensions 28x18 feet. The
gabie roof was clad in shingles . Little of the original fabric remains after the 1981 fire. Apparently only the walls

\vere left standing after the fire.® :
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|HISTORY CONT. _ _
The original bluestone classroom had falien into disrepair but was renovated and reopened in 1958. In-1987 the

‘entire school was gutied by fire and only the walls of the original building were left intact. The present structure is
[thus largely reconstructed in 1985 and little of the original fabric remains.®

|Education policy and infrastructure has been a significant theme in the history of the area, at the centre of early
controversy with.a proliferation of denominational, private and Common schools as well as a focus of community

|pressures for improved transport and infrastructure.®
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History

The Corio Primary School No. 124 at 38 Hendy Street had tumultuous beginnings as the Cowries Creek School.
{in January 1861 classes were started by Thomas Halliwell and his wife on a property owned by Charles Jones and
Halliwell requested the National School Board take over the schoal. A prolonged confiict in the community
between Halliwell and Jones, with rival schools operating opposite each other, ended in July 1864 when Jones
successfully sought assistance to build the school on land granted by the Board. £100 was raised for the erection
of the schoothouse and a further £50 for a teacher's residence.® The building was erected in bluestone in 1865 by
stonemason John Middlemi and carpenters Treven and Gubby at a cost of £135. Three more windows have since
{peen added to the original three.**In 1864 there were 21 boys, 15 girls and 52 infants under eight in the area and
in 1868 the school had an attendance of 75 pupils. The school closed in 1948 but reopened in 1950 as a result of |
the industrial growth in the area.
HISTORY CONT. ABOVE
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te AGCresS = Hendy Street I Corio 182147

Site Name | Corio Primary School No.124

Comparative Listings

Statement of Cultural Significance

The building is aesthetically significant on a LOCAL level. it demonstrates important design qualities of the
\Victorian Vernacular style including original external wall material and chimney, though the integrity of the site is
fair. ]

The schoolhouse is historically significant cn a REGIONAL level. it is associated with the early history of
education in the region, particularly the northern part of Geelong, and the attempts by various local figures and
communities o establish a school. :

It is socially significant on a LOCAL level. It is highly valued by the community for its educational associations.

Overall, it is culturally significant at a LOCAL level.
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