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526-528 BURWOOD ROAD

Maisonette Precinct 472-478, 480-482, 524, 526-530 Burwood Road and 1-3, 5-
7, 9-11 and 13 Minona Street and 2 Hepburn Street.

History

The Starr family of Toorak developed this precinct in the depression years of
the early 1930s with complimentary maisonettes for investment.

It is likely that they developed all the above buildings.

Many maisonettes were constructed in Hawthorn in the 1930s and just after the
second world war. This period of Hawthorn’s life was its least socially
desirable. Much of the housing stock had reached 70 or 80 years of age, it
needed maintenance, and was unfashionable. Many other suburbs had opened up,
and attracted the wealthier occupants away. Kew, Camberwell, North Balwyn,
Malvern and others were more desirable. Many of the large homes were
subdivided for flats, others were demolished for large flat block development
(particularly in the 1960s) and on the newly subdivided mansion house
allotments many maisonettes were constructed. Hawthorn was an attractive
location for the latter. It was close to the city and well serviced by many
forms of transport. The small investor could live in one unit and rent out
the other, as occurred here, and land cost per unit could be kept low. The
maisonette form still kept the garden suburb image alive.

Description

Matching paired maisonettes, all slightly different, but conforming with the
ideal of a single villa in a garden setting. Many are substantially intact.
The extent of development includes 472-478, 480-482, 526-530 Burwood Road and
1-3, 5-7, 9-11 and 13 Minona Street.

Assessment

The largest grouping of maisonettes in Hawthorn illustrating the depression
years, and the falling status of Hawthorn as a residential suburb.

Significance Local
1. The largest grouping of maisonettes in Hawthorn illustrating the

depression years, and the falling status of Hawthorn as a residential
suburb.



