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14 ST. COLOMB STREET
HISTORY

John William Allen, builder, was the first owner, and most probably the
builder, in 1889 of the timber villa (NAV 36 pounds) on the corner of St.
Colomb Street and Oxley Road. It was occupied then and for a number of years
by William F. Remington, listed at first as a clerk and later as an
accountant.? Allen built a number of timber houses in Oxley Road including
Nos. 33, 35 and 37 adjacent to 14 St. Colomb Street.!® The house occupied by
Remington was listed in the rate books on the north side of Oxley Road for
some years.

Allen appears to have been among the victims of the 1890s depression for, by
1893, his St. Colomb Street house was owned by the Federal Bank in
liquidation. It was described as a wooden house of six rooms, NAV 46 pounds,
occupied still by Remington.!! Remington seems to have prospered again and,
by 1896, the owner was listed as William F. Remington, accountant. 1In that
year, 14 St. Colomb Street, listed still in Oxley Road, north side, was rated
as a wood house of six rooms, NAV 34 pounds.!? The house was shown in a 1902
MMBW drainage plan with an ornate front garden design facing Oxley Road. It
matched the garden design of its neighbour at 37 Oxley Road, although it
featured circular garden beds while those at No. 37 were diamond-shaped. At
this time there was an L-shaped front verandah on the St. Colomb/Oxley Road
corner of 14 St. Colomb Street and the main entrance was on that corner. The
house was not numbered.!® The block fronted timber building is typical for
its date except for the elaborate timber fascia.

Significance

This timber house with its unusually elaborate fascia detail (probably as a
result of the work of its first builder/owner), has historical significance
as an example of the fine villas in garden settings constructed during the
1880s boom years in middle-class suburban Hawthorn. Like so many other
Victorian properties, it fell into the hands of the Banks during the 1890s
depression. This building has interesting associations with a prolific local
builder, who constructed a number of timber villas in the vicinity during the
1880s. It is in good condition despite the loss of 90 per cent of its
Victorian verandah.

’, Hawthorn RB 1889-90 No. 4967.

10, MMBW Drainage Plan No. 1501 (1902); Gwen McWilliam, Hawthorn
Peppercorns, Hawthorn, 1978, p.162; Biographical Index, 1888
(Local History Collection, Hawthorn City Library).

11, Hawthorn RB 1893-94 No. 3528.
12, Ibid. 1896-97 No. 3515.
13, MMBW Drainage Plan Hawthorn No. 1501 (1902).
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