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26 SHAKESPEARE GROVE
History

Walter Henry Serle, Secretary, was listed in the 1887-88 Hawthorn rate book
as the owner of vacant land, 277 feet, in Shakespeare Grove, NAV 47 pounds.??
This was the site of the substantial two-storeyed residence at 26 Shakespeare
Grove. The following year, 1888-89, Serle was rated for a house with an NAV
of 12 pounds.3® This building was identified in 1889 as a nine-roomed brick
house owned and occupied by Serle.3! 1Its valuation rose to 130 pounds in
1890, when Serle was listed as an ironmonger.3? However, like many Victorians
who became prosperous during the 1880s boom years, Serle was declared bankrupt
in the 1890s depression era. He was named in the Secret Compositions of 1892,
a list of secret insolvencies, as owing 10,541 pounds to his creditors of
which he agreed to pay back sixpence in the pound.33

A new verandah was added reanﬂ#j.’*
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