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FOAMZRE TOTTENHAM MUMITION STORES HERITAGE ASSZSSMEMT

1 INTRODUCTION

Purpose

This report has been prepared for the Propercy Management Branch of the Department of
Finance and Administration {DoFA), which is undertaking the divestment of properties that
do not meet Commonwealth Property Principles.

The purpose of the report is to provide an assessment of the cultural herivagze values of the
former Tottenham Bulk Stores site [now known s the Records Management Service store) in
Beachley Streer, Torenham (hereafrer referred to as the ‘subject properey’). The objsctrve for
D'oFA 15 te sarisfy the Department's ebligations under Scetion 30 of the Australian Heritage
Commission Aet 1975,

It is also a requirement of the Brief chat chis assessment will be carried our in 2 manner char
does noc compromise government probiry considerations or exposing the Commonwealth o
i]ndllﬁ ri.\,\k

On this basis, the report provides advice (Chaprer 5} abour potental heritage impacts, and
recommends measures to mirigate impacts.

Background

This properey has been included in the DoFA divestment programme for 2002-2003. The
Aunstralian Herirage Commission has requeseed thar a herirage assessment be carried our pricr
to deciding on the most appropriate divestment strategy for the subject properey.

Study area

This :'\tLu:ll‘,r ArEd COMPrises appmxinlaLr'y 11 ha of land in Eq:a.:hh'f Avenue, Tocenham
concained in the following des:

Velume 8257 Folic 949
Volume 10104 Folio 751
Volume 8126 Folic 809
Yolume 8124 Falie 269

It does not include a small area of land induded in Vol 8257 Fol 949 that adjoins the rear of 2
residence on the corner of Dulke and Marthews Streets in Totrenharm, and which will be
divested ag a separate entity.

Methodology

The methadology for this repore for the identification of places of heritage significance
generally follows the prineiples and procedures set out in The Burra Charter: The Australia
TCOMOS Charter for Places of Cultwral Signiffcance (19997, It includes:

e An historic overview of the development of the subsject propercy thar identifies key periods
in its dﬂ’cio;mcm LC'LaP{tr 2.

s A description of the key buildings and features on the subject property as they exist roday
(Chaprer 4).

®  On the basis of the above, Chapter 5 describes the heritage significance of the subject
property and identifies the buildings and Features that contribute o its significance.

C=NTEXT



FCRMER TOTTENE AM MLN TICN STORES HERITAGE ASSESSMENT

s Finally, Chapter & provides advice and recommendations in relation to the porential
impacts of the proposed divestment of the subject property upon itz herirape significance.

Source material
Thv: [l‘.lforl'l'lal[ii_'lu EL'::'ll:a]nE'rJ in ﬂ]is report |:|a:< IJEl:El -r.lrawn rﬂ.lrll l}u: ﬁ.}"nwillg pri Iy am.l

seconda Ty SCHITEES:

o Original plans and other files held by the Nadonal Avchives of Austalia, which are cited in
this report,

e A report entitled "Themetie History of Defenee in Victoria' prepared by Patrick Miller on
behalf of the Australian Construction Services for the Australian Heritage Commussion.

e A ciration for the former RAAF No, 1 Stores depot, which was prepared by Gary Vines for
the Ciry of Maribyrnong as part of the Maribyraong Hevitage Review.

& Aerial phorographs of the subject property for 19453, 1960, 1970 and 1990 provided by
DaFA.

o Informarion abour the subject property conrained in the Brief.

Acknowledgements
The study team scknowledges dhe following people who generously assisied in the preparagon
of this repor:
o  Parrick Miller ar Hevitage Victoria, who provided access o his report and provided

- [l . - . ' ' '
||1‘q.’a.'ua|:|!t: IE]Fl]r[I]Hlt(J[] HHII'J. CORTITRErLS H.l}i]lll {It!'!‘tﬂ'll!'.t‘. slesoan Vlﬂ.{]rlﬂ..

* Tuth Gallanr, Herirage Planner ar the Ciry of Maribyrnong, who provided informarion
about the Marteyrmong Heritage Review and Ewvironmental History, as well as gencral
planning informarion for che subject properry.

e Mark Brennan ar Narional Archives Australia, who assisted in gaining acesss to archival
plans of the subject propersy.

s Cary Vines of Biosis Research, who carried our the assessment of the RAAF Me, 1 Stores
site for the Miaribyrnong Hevitage Review,
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2 HERITAGE LISTINGS

Introduction

This chaprer provides a summary of the existing heritage listings for the subject site.

Australian Heritage Commission

The subject properry is not included on che Register of the Narional Esrare, and is not adjacent
to any properties thar are included on the Register of the Naronal Estate.

Victorian Heritage Register

T]'II: xnhiw‘.r Pn]pr.rl_'p iN naot iru:iur:[n"l an I.III‘.‘! 1\',::(_'H.JF;H.I1 H::ril:ag,n: R.Cgi.s-[:] -

National Trust of Australia (Victoria)
The subject propoersy is not included on the National Trust Register,

City of Maribyrnong
The Maribyrnongy Heritage Review contains the following refersnces to the subject property:

» The Environmental History of the City of Maribyrnong idendfies ‘Defending Australia’ as
a lrey cheme which shaped the City of Maribyrnong, Ie notes that:

Warld War Tuwo, winch intensified the defence role played by the City of Maribyrnong, alio saw
the exeablisbment of @ RAAF storage depor ar Totenbam, bownded by Ashiey Street, Seith Road
and the railway line. The RAAF deposs remain heve wniil the early 1950,

» A dration has been prepared for the adjoining former RAAF No. 1 Stores depor site,
however, there is no specific menticn of the buildings on the subject property in thar
cliarion.

The subjeet properry is not ineluded in the Herirage Owerlay of the Maribyrnong Flanning

Scheme.

CENTEXT 7
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3 HISTORY

Introduction

This chaprer provides a brief descriprion of the history of the subject property, in the conmexr
of the broader history of defence in Vietoria and Australia. Tvincludes:

s An overview of the impact of the Second Warld War upon Australia.

e The influence of defence and related industries upon the development of the western region
of Melbourne,

e A site history for the subjeet property.

World War Two

The ourbreal of the Second World War had a sipnificant impaer upon the historic
development of Australia as deseribed by Miller {1997):

The werr was & wnigue experience in Awitralian history becanse for the fivis time all activity was
suborned to the wer {ﬁ'e‘.lra In ohis wer the ezrmaarﬁrﬂ_: wnTE AOE Flest z'xy'ﬁn&r} bur all arms .ufas
modern mechanied miilfragr. The mﬁﬂ.’.‘igﬁr the extabiichment or redirection afmum'ﬁﬂmf
manijitciering capability during this peviod i simply astonssbing for @ country which watil that
itrme el velive almio mfuuw{v orE Junms.n-}- ;'n.-.':irmu}.

The period of the Second Werld War saw the bigget program of defence related property acquisition
in Victoria, As welf as divect acquisinon of sites for camps, fiactorses, aifields, stores, bospitals,
headgudrters and io on, land was leased ar sccupied by repelation and proclamation.

A syrtemanic expaniion of defence sites and upgrading of budlding was underway ar the siart of e
wer in 1939 and in gsﬂ.nem.lf rermms the .ﬂj.'ﬂ! and mm:rncrfonﬁffwmd' the ﬁui'.{u'frzg e ertabliched
in the mid- 19305, whick were wiwally conrructed of red brick. However, after the entry of the
Japanese fura the war in December 1941 a new sense of urgency aroe and red brick way discarded
in favosr of timber framed Ebuildings clad with corrugated galvanized iron or dsbestos sheet,

Within Victoria. major stores depoes wers established during Word War Two at the subject
site, as well 25 at Bandiana, Broadmeadows, Kensinpgron, Mangalore, Pore Melbourne, Seymour
(Dysare Siding) and Somerton.

II'I 4 I'IHLiHl'IH.] [ 4 :unn-::ﬂ.. 1']'"." ndjlﬁn;ng R.!aLJﬁL_F N{'I. ] Srnrrs I!'I-t".rlﬂ: WS One F'lr .'f{"'l"l.'fml rrmjn-r .R.Jq.A.F
stores established in capiral eiries and regional cenrres throughour the counrry.

Defence in the western region of Melbourne

Defence-related facilities and industries have played an important role in the development of
the western region of Melbourne, The City of Manbyrnong Ereironmental Iistory notes that

The City of Maribyrnong’s mast significant contribution to the defence of the Commonwealih i
prebably itr long running role as & centre of explosives, avdnance and ammunstion development and
manufacire, which goesr back to the ertablishment of the Celonia! Ammuinineon Company in
Fostscray in 1890,

The availability of river transport don o the pors, laige areas of vpen space, the proximity of a
growing chemical industry and the presence nearty af a reliable workforee were some of the reasens
wibty explaiues and ammunition complexes were sived in Feotseray and Meavibyrnong late in the
nineteenth century and early in vhe twentiech,'

' Barnard et al (2000) Envivonmental History City of Maribyrneng p.22

3 CENTEXT
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Mijur defenes industries esiablished within the r::giuu ineluced:
Fosticray Ammunition Factery (ADT)

‘This Facilicy, 430 kaown as the Colopial Ammunitens Company [2AC), was locared close o
the Maribymong diver en the site of whar lazer became knewn 25 cae Avstralian Defence
Industrics, Feotserar or the Footseray Aunenun’don Faetory, Althousl privacely owncs, CAC
was cstablished as an artempt 1o decrease Australia’s dependence on imported ammuniton, [t
was Australia’s first ammunicion facrory and was, by 1890, making ammuniton for the
Wictorian Government. By 1901 the company had expanded its area to produce .303 cartndge
cascs and bullers.”

Maribyrnong Explosives Factory

The complex that became the Maribyrnong Explosives Factory began as a Cordite Factory,
which was criginally cstablished besween 1909-12. It was expanded during World War One
and during rthe interwar period, and it is said thac by the carly 1930s that the complex was ‘the
centre of the chemical engincering industry in Auscralia’. From 1922, the Munitions Sapply
laberatories was located at this site, which helped secondary induseries develop new
technologies which could help them produce mazenials for wartime use by government
factories.

As the Government worlted toward war readiness afrer 1933, a significanr huilding program
was carried our and the facrory expanded its manufacrure of explosives. The facrory expanded
even maore during World War Twa when it employed up to 8,000 people and also played the
part of training school For seafT from explosives Bcwories over Austealia,

The factory continued to make explosives for the Armed Forces until the 1960s. Tt eloged in
1994, although seme defence activities remain on the iste.”

J‘lffﬂﬂ.é}'mﬂﬂg Drdlﬂl’.':ﬂf.'ﬁ‘ F‘.’EM}' rAD.IF Mﬂn‘:‘)}lmﬂng}

The Maribyrmong Ordnance factory was located on part of the site acquired by the
Commonwealth for a Cordite factory and part of its area was used, at first, by the Foyal
Australian Field Artillery. It was not undl 1922 that the buildings erected for the RAFA were
turned over to the Department of Munitions to be used as an Ordnance Factory. As with other
local defence factories, a significant building program was carried ourin the 1930s to provide
for wartime production, and by 1943 over 6,000 people were employed. The factory continued
making munitions up to the 1970s, but was gradually closed from 1989,

Ohther defence facilities

In a broader contexr, other major defence facilicies in the western region of Melbourne
included the RAAF base ar Point Cool and at Laverton.

Site history

World War Two

The !il]]!]j-l.‘ft:L P:“HIJI‘TI‘}' forms Iurl of the Muninons 51{_1“'_'. anl Trn.n:iEmrl Dr.pm in Athy
Streer, Tottenham, which was IJFt[IL’L! in 7 June 1944 alier the Commuonwealith Government
au.juir::d cthe land from the Victorian R;{E]wa}m in 1945°,

ibid p.22

Fibid pp.22-23

*ihid p.24

" Mational Archives of Auseralia Series MPID3E/2 Dr 2042

CENTEXT 4
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The actual reason for the choice of this particular site for the depot is not known, however,
Vines {1999) suggests thar the location of the RAAF No. 1 Stores (which was esmablished on an
adjacent site by 1944):

sook adventage of the adiscent Tottenbam Yards swhiel included several voads for shunting trains
and @ direct :rﬂlrﬂg Tte nﬁrddjﬂﬁ:

Presumably, this factor as well as the availabiliry of 2 large area of vacanc land, the relarve
remoteness from urban aress, and proximiny o related defence facilities in the wider
Maribyrnong area, was zlso influendal in the selecrion of this site.

While the history is not completely clear, the Munitions Stores and Transport Depot and the
RAAF Ne, 1 Store complex appear to have been co-located ar Tortenham to provide inereased
capacity in the supply of stores to the fighting troops. The two complexes were, however,
separated by o man-proof fenee’ and may have operated s separare facilities.

The National Archives of Avstralia hold the onginal plans for the site, which were prepared in
April 1942 by the Depariment of [nterior (Victoria). Sice layout plans for the "Bulk Store Arca,
Toreenham!', plus elevaton plans were prepared by a °T [ines', while a 'Ch Teague’ prepared
plans of the internal sorucrural derails. The plans were approved by W) Cole, A/C Works
Direcror, Vietoria. * They show the complex as aviginally planned induded the following
buildings:

s  Four ‘bulk stores’ of identical design and layou situared to the west of the main internal
north-south access road leading off Damley (now Beachley) Sereer. Two "Future Stores”™ are
shown to the west, along with a “Future Carage™.

s A small guard house adjacent to the main entrance off Darnley Sereet.
e Two small lavatory buildings between the two southem stores.

o A single railway line entering the site from the south east, which split into ewo branches thar
rzn alongside the south sides of the four stores to the west of the inrernal access road.

e A ‘manpn]nf:' fence, which enclosed rhe whaole com plex {separating it Froim RAAF Mo 1
Srores).

A iandsfcapmg plan showing an indicative layout of trees and shrubs throughour the sice was
prepared in 1944 by L Holzer and approved by W] Cole.”

The reszarch undertaken for this assessment indicares thar the facility was used primarily for
the transfer of bulk goods berween road and rail based transpore, and for che storage of
materials for bief periods,

Post-war 1945-1970

The complex was expanded considerably in the immediare post-war period. An aerial
photograph from 1945 shows the 6 stores buildings in the 1942 plans, as well 4s 4 number of
other smaller buildings and structures.

These buildings are described in a detailed plan entitled ‘Generzl Plan. Munitions Siding”
Drlgma].l]r prepared in 1955 |:WI.1'11 larer amendments in 1558 and 1966), which shows a
complex of over 30 buildings.” In additicn to the six original stores shown in the 1942 plans, it
also includes:

“Vines, G Maribyrnong Heritage Review Industrial Places Volume 3 Appendix 1 p. 10

" Mational Archives of Australia Series B37112/0 Trem De 125/4 Plan Mos. M2606-2509
* MAA Series B37112/0 Irem Dr 125/4 Dlan Ne. VieM. 4080

* MAA Series B37112/0 Iremn Dr 125/4 Plan No. W-9415%

([
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Ten small (approximarely 70°x25") storage buildings ar the eastern end of che site.
A canteen and peace officers quarters near the centre of the sire,
A number of small ancillary buildings such as lavarories, pump buildings etz

A residence just outside the front entrance on the east side of what was then called Darnley
Sweet (now Deachley Street).

A change room and guardroom just within and ro cither side of the main cnorance from
Darnley Screet.

A weighbridge in the access road between Building | and 5 opposite the main entrance.

An enclosed storage area adjacent to one of the railway sidings, with access to a loading
ramp to the railway.

An addidonal railway s'dmg providing a direer connection to Gl 'B-Luldmg 4. Two different
rail gauges are shown and it appears that standard pange il connections were | Jr(:tllr]t'd al
KOWTIE Flml" I]'I rhl."' PL‘I-:\tW:I]’ Pf"rﬂ'.ll']

A ‘man-proof” fence encloses the whole site. The ‘Explesives Siding' indicared on the 1942
plans does not appear on this plan; in its place is 2 “Loading Shed', which apparendy allowed
for transfers berween trains travelling on the two different rail gauges,

1970-present day

It 15 believed that the use of this size for its original purpose ended sometime during this
period. Buildings added during this phase of development include:

The small Foreran's building on the cast side of G1 Building 1, which was constructed in

1972,
Warehouse 3, which was constructed in two stages in 1977 and 1991,
The Administracion building in 1991,

The Halon Bank administration, office, and warehouse/factory, which was constructed in
1995 for Environment Australia, This complex is used o recycle CFC marcerial from fire
extinguishers and other equipment. [t continues ro he used for this purpose unril the
present day.

The date of the Mire tanks and pumping houses 15 noc known, however, it is PT{]‘!?HIJ'E that
they wers constructed during the same period thar the above buildings were added berween
1972 and 1994,

In ebout 1990, it is believed thas the land to the ast of the internal access road was sold and
the original stores and other buildings in this area started to be demolished. This land is
currently being developed For housing.

CENTEXT
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4 DESCRIPTION

Introduction

This chapter provides a description of the buildings, site layout and other teatures on the
sulyject propery and focuses an deseribing and analysing the buildings and ether elements thae
are associated with original use of the subject property as a munidons store during and

immediacely afrer World War Two.

The subject property as it exists today is smaller than when the MST depor was originally
established. Land to the east of the main internal north-souch aceess road leading from
Beachley Street was sold after 1990 and the buildings there being progressively demolished.
This area is now being redeveloped for housing. The study area therefore now only includes the
north-south access road and the land and buildings to the west of chis road.

The building references used in this repore are aken from Drawing Mo, LALD371/002 She. &
of & Shts, which is included as Artachment 1 to this repore, while the images referred ro are
included as Attachment 2 to this repore.

Second World War

The buildings and elements associated with the original use of the subject property 25 munition
stores during and immediately after World War Two are described below.

Gl Building 1

This is one of four originally identical gabled corrugated iron store buildings that were
constructed to the west of the internal north-south access road as part of the first phase of
development of the subject property in 1942-44, (Refer Images 1 8 2)

The building is imber-framed with the roof supported on fimber columns set in conerete
prdestals ar regular 20" inrervals, The columns are bolred ro the roof heams and are further
secured by timber braces in a simple “Y" formadien thar are also bolted o the beams. (Refer
[mages 3 B 4) The Foaor is reinforced conerere. There are regul:lr openings along the main
north and souch elevations, which were originally enclosed by pairs of rimber sliding doors.
{'_R-I:rtr Irr!ag,ﬂ. 5 &’_r:l Dll‘ll:r ur[gilnﬂ “E”. 13[.\{:1 I!I FET irlclui{ﬂ I"l;g] “g!". W'ir]d';]w\ l}tlm[] L|::It
:lnurv-a'r'h. L lht THCar L]'l H.Tll\J. sLI rh t']r."fﬂ.t Hans n{. L"IE hlll]d'l |'|g T}IE (]ngl ||d| .JI.I!.EH ||”L|fd Lll"'d.l
hinged hardboard blackour screens were provided to the windows.,

The low-pitched gabled roof has ridge ventilation and, on the sourch side, extends beyond the
wall to create a canopy over a reinforced concrere plarform elevared above the ground that

allowed for direct loading cnto trains, which used the siding that originally ran along the south
side of the building.

The original plan notared that the building was clad in 'corrugated Black iron’. The term “black
iron’ is believed to reter 1o ‘'malleable cast-iron’, which was a nineteenth century building
marerial. To would seem unlikely tha, in 1942, actual cas-iron would have been used for roof
sheeting, as mild steel had been in production for many years and was vasdy easier o work
"n'f'il.]"l_ I.}'ﬁﬂgl’:rﬂ Pn]dllrﬂ! !-ll.]gl' '.'Ill:l'”'i". if‘_\' n'FEi]vznijir.r] l'.[:-rrug.all‘il !ﬁ.ﬂﬂl .‘:lllﬂ:l.:llg ﬂ.’lr Ll]l: WL
effort. It is therefore possible that the corrugared iron was a special type to thar was used to
help camouflage the building so that would be less visible when viewed from the air.

This building has a moderate to high degree of integrity and is in good condition. The
modifications made ro this building include:

o The addirions of reof deylighes by the replacement of the corrugared seeel with clear

c{]rruga II‘.‘I'.'I ?il'l == B
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s The replacement of some of the original fimber sliding doors with steel roller doars,
particularly along the north elevarion (refer Image 1 presumably where they were more
exposed to the weather — this is also the side thar is most nsad for access e the building).

o The cosing up windows (perhaps they were never constructed originally?) or replacement
of the origingl highlight windows with clear corrugared sheeting, particularly in the north
elevations of buildings.

Given the good condition of the corrugated iron cladding, it is also possible that the building
has been reclad since it was originally buile

Gl Building 2
Scc deseription for Gl Building 1. (Refer Image 1)

This building has a moderare to high degres of integrity and is in good eondition. Similar
modifications have been made to this building.

Gl Building 3
See deseription for GI Building 1. {Refer Image 7)

This building has a mederate to high degree of integrity and is in good condition. Similar
miodilieations have been made to this building, In addidon:

e Faised roof venws/slylights have been added to the roof,

¢ The ground level on the south side of the building has been raised to be level with the
height of the former railway platform.

Gl Building 4

See description for Gl Building 1. {Refer Image 8)

Compared with the other stores, this building has a relarively high degree of integricy as iris
the most intacr and is in good condition. Modifications made ro this building include:

& The replacement of some of the original dmber sliding doors with seeel roller doers,
particularly along the north elevation (presumably where they were mare exposed 1o the
wearher — rhis is alsa rhe side rhar is most used for access the building).

o The ground level on the south side of building has been raised to be level with the height of
the Former railway placform,

Given the good condition of the cladding, itis also possible that the building has been re-clad

since it was originally buile,

Railway tracks

Muost of the railway tracks associzted with the subjeer property, ineluding the connecting spur
to the main line have been removed. Remnants survive in the fa]]owi.ng locations:

e Berween GI Buildings 1 and 2 ar the eastern end (Refer Image 2}
& [In the south east comner of the subject property crossing the aceess road. (Refer Image 9)
s In the south west corner, adjacent to the GI Building 5. (Refer [mage 10)

It is possible thar the tracks that formerly ran adjacent to the south sides of GI Buildings 3 and
4 are buried beneath the raised ground levels in this area. Evidenee of the removed railway
tracks can be seen in the rails that are stored on the vazant land to the south of the subject

property.

CENTEXT ¥
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Landscaping and site layout

Surviving remnants of the original landscaping and site layout shown on original plans
includes:

® The remnane lava rock landscaping along the northern boundary of the access road on the

northern side of Gl Buildings | and 2. {Refer Image 11}

® The remnant mature trées (Eucalyptus sp.) between GI Buildings 2 and 3, which appear to
within an area shown as set aside for mees (not specified) in the eriginal landscaping plan
prepared for the subject property in 1944. (Refer Image 12)

® The remnant bluestone kerbing along some the inrernal access roads, particulardy along the
eastern boundary of the site. This has been modified by the replacement/repair of the
original ‘butt-jointed’ (ie. comstructed without mortar) blocks with sections using conerete
mortar, (Refer Image 13)

® The ariginal road layour has been disrupred by che placement of later buildings such as the
H.Elil['l Eﬂ.”q{.

1970 - present day

The buildings and elements associared with the post-war use of the subject property are:

The Foreman'’s building
This is a single storey brick veneer building adjacent ta the east end of GT Building 1.

The Admin building
This is a single storey brick veneer building facing Beachley Street at the entrance 1o the subject
property.

Gl Building 5

This is a large steel framed warchouse-type building with brick eladding to the lower walls and
colourbend ta the upper walls. [t is situated in the south west corner of the site adjacent ro
some surviving sections of rail track — it is possible that the rail track may have once provided
aceess to this building,

Halon Bank office and warehouse/factory

This is a steel framed single storey building with cement sheer and meral dadding ro che walls
and roof, Ir is sicuared just to the sourch of GI Building 3. It includes a tank enclosure
surrounded by a high eyelone wire fence. Adjacent to the western entrance o the building
plague mounted on a low pole that comimemorates the opening of the facilicy by Environment
Auscralia in 1996,

Water tanks and Pumping house

This includes two 454,600 It concrete tanks and a steel framed and metal clad pump house,
which are situared inmumediately to the west of GI Building 2.

4

CENTEXT



FORMER TOTTEMHAM MUNITION STORES HERITAGE ASSESSMENT

5 SIGNIFICANCE

Introduction

Sign

This section provides an assessmenc of the cultural hericage significance of subject property. It
provides a description of:

»  Wharis significane (in terms of buildings, struerurss and orher fearures)
& Howitis aiignirl:_".ml (in terms of is historc, socizl, aesthedc or wchnical values), and

s Whyitis significant (in terms of whar it demonstrates about the history of this area as well
as the history uf defence in Victoria and Auscralia).

ificance categories

The following significance catcgorics are used in this report:

Local significance: places or fearures, which demonstrate the history of the western region and
the Maribymong area in particular,

Mot significant: places or fearures reraining insufficient evidenee of significant periods or
associations and places thar have been substantially demolished.

National Estate criteria

The significance carezories have been applied having regard to the eriteria for the Register of
the Mational Estate developed by the Australian Herirage Commission, which include:

A4 Importance for aociation with events, develspment or cultural phases whick have had a
stgnificant vole in the buman sccupation and evolution of the nation. Sute, vegion or

docelizy.

The former Tottenham Munitions Stores and Transport depot (Toteenharm MST depor) ie
locally significant as one of a number of major defence or defence-related installations cthat had
an important influence upon the development of Maribyrnong and the western region of
Melbourne,

B2 Importance in demonserating a distinetive way of e, cusrom, process, land-use, funciion or
derign mo longer praceised, in dangsr af being last, or of exceptional interer.

The former Tottenham MST depot is a representative example of a World War Two
munitions stores complex, a functional type that is now relatively rare within metropolitan
Melbourne, but relatively commen throughout the whole of Australia.

Comparable World War Two eomplexes within the metropolitan arca cnee included the now

demolished Kensington Stores, and the former RAAF No 1 Stores complex on an adjacent site,

which is presently being redeveloped including the demolition of most of the World War Two

buildings.

D2 Importance in demonstrating the principal charactevistics of the range of human acsivities in
vhe Austvalian envivenment (including way ﬂffiﬁ_. CHSTOR, PrOCes, fmd—mﬁ,ﬁnm’ﬂn, efm’gn
or tecknigie)

The former Totenham MST depot is a relatively intact surviving cxample of a purpese-buile
complex thar expresses its specific funcrion as a transfer and distribution poine between road
and rail transport through the design and layout of the buildings on the site.

C&NTEXT
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Gl Importance ar a place bighly valued by a community for reasons of religions, spivitual,
symbolic, cultural, edueational ov social aseciations.

The porential socizl value of the former Tottenham MST depot have not been assessed (Refer
Furcher Work in Chaprer 6). However, the defence induserics were significant conplovers in the
western suburbs in the post-war peried and the site may have social value for these reasons.

H 1 Importance for close asociations with individual; whese activizies bave been significan:
wizhin the bistory of the nation, State or vegion.

The former Totcenham MST depot has strong associations with the defence funerions of the
Commonwealth Government during World War Two and in the postwar period.

Statement of Significance

What is Significant?
The buildings of primary significance to the Totrenham MST depor are the four ¢.1944

Munitions Stares buildings.

The clements, which are of contriburory significance in terms of their ability wo assistin
understanding and interpreting the original use and function of the complex, includc:

® The surviving secions of railway lines.
o The surviving contemporary landscaping and road layour and construction.

s Some carly equipment currenty stored in GI Building MNe. 2 (there may be other examples
elsewhere).

The other buildings and clements described in this report are not significant.

How is it Significant?

Tl'llf r‘ ITMIET TulL:!l]‘ler! MST {;t'[.'ﬂ.”. i’ﬁ I:lrll: :l[:ﬂl ]"Ii.\i‘.‘]ri[ﬂl Siglliﬁcalluﬁ {58 L|:|1: C[[:r 'lllF
Maribyrmong and the western region of Melboarne,

Why is it Significant?
The former Totzenham MST depor is significant for the following reasons:

® The former Torrenham MST depor is one of a number of major defence or defence-relared
facilities thar had a significant influence upon the development of Maribyrnong and the
western region of Melbourne during the latrer part of the nineteenth century and the firse
half of the cwentieth,

The influence of the former Tomenham MST depot is considered to be relatvely minor
because of the narture and period of the use compared o other sites with the City and
PEEION.

As part of the larger stores and supply complex at Tottenham (thar is with RAAF No. 1
Smwres), the whole eomplex would have been 2 significant employer and centre of defence-
relared acriviry: however, the demolition of the RAAF No. 1 Store has reduced the integriry
Flr ‘.I?t' Wl'll:'ilﬂ.'. 111-!." rlin—lirl'l\l'lf‘l'l 1'r.‘i il_'l'iEit.:f' [ f[fmf‘F1HrT3|tf II'“."' “J]t (:r llll'_' Slores Klld. su FP!}'

oprraion. (AHC crirerion A.4)

® The former Tottenham MST depot is a representative example of & World War Two
ML SEOTes nnrnph-:r,, a functonal type that s now rela r'ru't:hr rare within ETlt:n:[_:u“{all
Melbourne, but n:]a.l.ivl:l:.-' EOTIITI dlmug}mut the whole of Australia

Comparzble World War Two complexes within the merropolitan ares onee ineluded the
now demolished Kensington Stores, and the former RAAF No 1 Stores complex on an

16
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adjau&tl[ slle {l.‘lt:‘i:.‘rlLl].' |1|:':ng rt'.:]r.vrelu[:td iru'.]uriing ti‘lt‘. -r]rmn:-iti-:m uF mast ur the W:WH
War Two 111|1'|:1an;¢}. {(AHC oriterion B.2)

o The former Toreenham MST depor is significant as a relarively intact surviving cxample of
a purpose-built complex that expresses its spedfic tunction as a transter and distribution
point beeween road and rail transport chrough the design and layout of the buildings on the
sice. (AHC criterion .2}

¢ The former Totenham MST depor has potential social valuc as one of a number of major
defenes industrics that were significant employers in the western suburbs during Werld
War Two and the immediate post-war period. (AHC edrerion G.1)

Hﬂ?“'tﬂ"l‘_"'. capm FHE‘.‘.\(‘] oy o3l htf' l‘lt:rtn-.‘.t: in[‘lllxrrit‘.x_. r]'lt" 'F:'hrmt:r Tl]'!f‘:"hﬂ""l T\"TST II{':I]': il “’(:I'LIITI
bave had a smaller workforee over a shorrer period compared o places such as Maribyroong
Faplosives Facrory.

¢ The former Toreenham MST depor has strong asspciations wich the defence Funcrions of
the Commonwealth Government during World War Two and in the immediate post-war
cra. (AHC eriterion H. 1}

Comparative Analysis

In a metropolitan context, this type of complex has always been uncommon (dus o the limited
extent of defence-related stores facilities), and is now becoming rare. [t 15 noted thae

& The World War 2 buildings asscciated with the stores complex at Kensington have besn
derolished,

&  Almost 75% of the former RAAF No. 1 stores on the adjoining site have been demolished
and it iz understood thar most of the remaining World War Two buildings will be
demolished a5 part of the redevelopment currencly taking place on that sice.

In & Victorian context, this complex compares with other World War T'wo defence storcs
complexes ar Bandiana, Mangalore and Scymour.

In 2 national eontext, the former Toteenham MST depot when considered with the adjoining
former RAAF Na. 1 Stores depor once eompared wirth ather RAAF stores complexes, such as
that ar Dubbo. Dubbo, however, included a range of specific building types such as Igloo
SLOTES hui]d[ng type W3, Bellman Hangars and ocher buildings thar unlised ;':'rt*—ﬁhrir::lrrd
materials that are not found on the subjeat properg."”

As a building type, the former stares do not possess any fearures thar are unique or specific ro
defence buildings of World War Two (such the rypes found ar Dubbao). In terms of their
simple ecnstruction and materials they are typical of many larger industrial building types
erected during the inter-war period (many of which are likely to survive), and compare maost
closely with surviving dmber framed eorrugared iren stores ar Bandiana and Seymour in
Vicroria,

Compared to the RAAF No. 1 Stores on the adjeining site, the former Tomenham MST depor
does not congain any d.t_"‘rEI'ICEdEPEL'iI“iC |‘Jus'hiing CY[res such as the Pr::rallrical.'ed all-tnetal stores
dt‘ﬁig[ll‘.’d. n::ll.' nﬂh’.l ETtELi[}n H.r'll'l I.'IF A Iairl_.rarl 1".3 |1EET IIFIJEI.

" Asisvalion Heritage Places Invertory ENE File Mo, 100489
" 'Vines, Appendin 1 p.b.
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6 RECOMMENDATIONS

Introduction

The subject propery is not included on the Register of the Nartional Estare and henee the
requirernents of Section 30 do not stricely apply in this instance, However, as set out in this
report it is considered thar the subject property is of local heritage significance and this Chaprer
therefore eomments upon the porenrial impace of divesrmenr upon rhis significance.

It is noted thar the timeframe for the completion of this assessment has imposed some
constraints, which are discussed belaw. While this is unlikely to change the assessment of the
subject property as a place of local heritage significance, it may reveal informarion that would
assist in future management.

Heritage impacts

Part of the significance of the site relates to its association with the defence functions of the
Commonwealth Government over a long period. This association is still demonstrated by the
owmership of the subject property by the Governmene, however, it is noted thar

o The acrual use of the subjeer properry for its originally intended purpose ended some time
Hg‘l].

= Althowgh still in Commenwealth ownership, the property no longer has a direct connection
with the Department of Defence or defence activities,

Accordingly, the change of ownership, in itself, is unlikely to have a significant impact upon
the heritape values of the subject propercy,

However, in the longer term the proposed divestment of the subjeet property may have an
adverse effeer upon its heritage significance for the following reasons:

# The subject property 15 not currentdy indluded on any heritage registers and is not included
in the Heritage Overlay of the Maribyrnong Planning Scheme, Acenrdingly, if it were o be
sold to a privare owner, there would be no statutory control over the demolition of
buildings and limited opportunitcs for the heritage values of the subjeer property o be
considered as part of any furture redevelopment application,

e While the continued industrial use of the existing buildings for storage or warchousing may
be feasible in the short cerm, the City of Maribyrnong have advised thar the underlying
zoning of the site is likely to be Residential | or 2 and hence residential redevelopment of
the subject property is the most likely longer-term option (similar rezoning and
redevelopment is occurring on the site to the east). The building tvpe and conscruction
means that adaptive re-use for residential purposes may not be feasible.

Recommended actions

An alrernative to divestment of the site is for the Commonwealth to retain ownership.
However, given that the subj=ce property does not meet current Commonwealch Property
Principles, this is probably nor 2 feasible alternartive and as previously deseribed the acrual
changs of ownership irself would nor have an adverse impacr upen its significance.

It is therefore recommended that the following measures be considered to minimise potential
adwerse effects upon the herirage significance of the subject properey:

# That a copy of this repore be piven to the Australian Heritage Commission.
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8 That the DoFA urdertake discussions with the Vizeorian Mindster for Plannirg and/or the
local plarming autharitp ahout the most appropriace ways af recognising the limirez
heritage significar ce of the snhject property. This may ivelude:

procecting the subjeer property in the Heritage Overlay of the Maribyrnong Flanning
Scaeme at the £meit is acquired by a privace owner,

r't:::nr:fl'ng the subject propery prinr 1oy while cr LﬂrLi'd.l demmclivion, and P- m’Id[JLg
APQrCErE e T terpres tion af this properiy snc the mljnl'ning RAAF Mo 1 Soores.,

Given the demelizion of the BAAF No. | Stores and the lack of recognition of any heritzge
values in the subject property by the local planning auchericy, suppors for heritage
protection under tie Flannivg Scheme may nor be fortheoming,

s That any contract of sale be made conditional upon the potential purchaser nor opposing
any heritage listing of the subject property or its inclusion in the Heritage QOverlay of che
Maribyrnong Planning Scheme if agreement is reached with the Minister for Planning or
the lacal planning authority as deseribed shove.

¢ Thar a Management Plan be prepared, which identifies opporiunities for recording and
inh:rp[rrfng the suh]rn‘ if it is the suhj;rr.: of a rt!t{t:t't‘.]“!JlHElll. prt‘JpﬁEa] i the furure, which
would resulr in the loss of significant fabric identified by rhis reporr.

Further work

The timeframe for the preparation of this 2ssessment has imposed some limitations upon the
extent of research and investigation that could be carried our. While it is considered that the
assessment has been adequate in terms of establishing the historie significance of the subjeer
property at a local level, it is possible that further investigation may reveal additional
informarion. While it is considered unlikely thar this information would change the asscssment
of the sitc as a place of local significanee it would add ro the understanding of che subject and
perhaps assist in its fururs management,

Acrordingly, furcher investigadion thart could be underraken may include:

o [nvestigaring the specific use and associations of the subjecr property during World War
Two and the immediare postwar pericd in more derail (including associations with RAAF
M. 1 Seores). This eould include a derailed examinarion of files held by the Natonal
Archives of Australia. A list of potential files, which have been extracted From the Index list
an the NAA websice is included as Attacliment 3 o this reporn

s The history of the subject property prior o the acquisition by the Commenwealth in 1942,
feis [_m.\.\'ih't: that there Ty ke values (e [ndig::l:ﬂus hi:'r[tagﬁ:l associated with this carlier
h'i.‘;" :r:.r :]r r}]tf !il]l'!lj{‘.l::l. [:rn[‘.r.rr_}'_. WH;{"'I TETi'lail'l 5.1 4} LEH]'NH TR llli-lﬁ HLHEE.. TJ]C EXLEnC Gf
developrment and fill on the site sugges: that it is unlikely Indigenous heritage would be
associated with this site. However, the City of Maribyrnong has advised thar the land
berween the subject property and the railway line may contain some remnant grassland
including one rare species, the Pale Swamp Everlasting, suggesting a regime of lesser
distwbance on this adjoining site and therefore perhaps some of the subject property,

s Undertaking public consultation. This may identify hitherto unknown communicy
associations and social values associated with the subject properey. It is noted thar
Defending Australia is identified as 2 key theme in the Environmental History for the City
of Meribvrnong and thae defence and defence-relared industries were major emplovers

during Warld War Twa,

NTEXT
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ATTACHMENT 1 - S_I'I_'E PLAN

e S

B o T i

AN STELES LEGEND

el Er gty o Boe LT L |

g

T i A o

oo i i LT M DT R W I BISHE M
CALOLL W AR R OF MR CEETREY LR BN

A A iy b

A £ 3 fod, T

S : £ ] -
RS Ut g s M i MO m.:|l1ll.
B ot AL e Rk wahide i s ! st sk ‘E

_E.:..F:

HHE K2R
ﬂ_- .ﬂ q =] 1] :..
T . HTRIS
T MASTER PLAN - SERVICES :
SWCLAR KMIGHT BERZ . LBTET FLIN DRI
SR LAKITTV) (3 SHEEES
EEEEE T TOTTENHAM

o ..
GAS _..rzn.____.__._uﬂ ni B 6

21

CENTEXT



FORMER TOTTENHAM MUNITION STORES HERITAGE ASSESSMENT

ATTACHMENT 2 - IMAGES

= |
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] g T

South elevarion of GI Building 1 — Note concrete
plarform and remnane railway track in forepround.

Detail of internal column and braces in GI
Buil:l'mg 1

Image 4
View of internal columns in GI Building 4

Image 6

Image 5
Internal view of original sliding doors External view of original sliding doors (Gl Building
4
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B

Image 7
GI Building 3 on lefr and Halon factory on right

Image 8
] Building 4

Image 10
Remnant railway track adjacent to GI Building 5

Image 9

-
L

Image 11
Lava rock edging along north side of access road
adjacent to GI Buildings 1 and 2

Image 12:

View of remnane mature Eucalyprus sp.

C=NTEXT
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Image 13
Deerail of bluestone kerb and channel to north
south internal access road
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ATTACHMENT 3

MNational Archives of Australia Index list

Title

Facrory Standards and Designs Branch - Munirions Stores & Transpors

Series number Control symbol Contents date range

B3533 1074/3/2169 1942 - 1949
Barcode no

Access status Locarion

Mot yer examined WVictoria

Title

Welfare in Factories - correspondence W/O's, Gove. Facrories - Munirions Stores and Transporr,
Maribyrnong

Series number Control symbol Contents date range

B3533 1611/1/8 1942 - 1946
Barcode no

Access status Location

Open Wictoria

Title

Requesr for addirional supplies of tea and sugar for Munirions Stores and Transporr staff

Series number Control symbol Contents date ranpe

Bsa6l 1943/671 1942 - 1950
Barcode no

Access status Location

h.Tn.i- ';m' 'l m.-md 14
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Title
War Assets - Dhisposal Tnegoiry (Inclndes Disposals c:fsurpln:; Srores erc. by Munitions B Supply
& Shipping Deprs.) (Commissioner - Appoinment of Mr. H.G, CONDE)

Series number Conrrol symbol Contents date range

AlalE ARy 19435 - 1946
Barcode no

Access status Locarion

Open with exceprion Marional Office

Title

Papers, publications and booklets relating to munitions establishments and safery, stores and
transport functions

Series number Control symbol Contents date range

MP1 340459 10 E SERIES 193% - 1974
Barcode no

Access status Location

Open Wictoria

Title

Cf:umuulu\'tahi] ur ﬁuxtra“'ﬁ, T\-ﬁrﬁﬁl.r}r urMuniliuux, Stores a.nrl Tr;-'_na'[mr[ HFHIHZ!I. Spm:izﬂ
Rules for Magazine arcas

Series number Control symbol Contents date range

MP1540/39 2 1942 - 1963
Barcode no

Access status Location

Mot yet examined Victoria

C=NTEXT 7
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Tiile
Proposed reclassificarion of Assisrant Monicress ar Munitons Storcs and Transport ac
Maribyrnong |3 pages|

Series number Conrrol symbaol Contents dare range

MP1007/1 249/1111072 1942 - 1942
Barcode no

Access status Locarion

Open Vicroria

Title

Srores and Munitions for New Zealand - meched of paymenr for.

Series number Control symbol Contents date range

Al608 27 1940 - 19432
Barcode no

Access status Location

Open Madonal Office

Tide

Munitons Supply Stores and Transport

Series number Control symbol Contents date range

MP891/13 2 1941 - 1959
Barcode no

Access status Location

Orpen wich excepron Vicroria
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Tide
Ministory of Muridons: Auchorities far the release of reserve Distributory and Depository Stacks
of Materials and Scores.

Series number Control symbal Contents date range

MP287/1 S666 1945 - 1943
Barcode no

Access status Location

DF{:n Vicona

Title

Munitions Stores & Transporr Maribvrnong [Vie] - eansic boxes & plugs for shells [18

Pounder]

Series number Conirol symbol Contents date range

D743 12401192 1940 - 1940
Barcode no

Access status Location

Mot yet examined South Auscralia

Title

Removal - SX23779 Caprain HERDEN, H R - Albury to Darwin - Claim from Munitions
Srorcs and Transport Branch [Box 220]
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Series number Control symbol Contents date range

SP459/1 312/6/5098 1947 - 1543
Barcode no

Aecess starus Loecation

Mot yer examined New South Wales

Title

Issue of stores to inspector general of municions

Series number Control symbol Contents date range

MP742/1 11/28/18 1936 - 1943
Barcode no

Access status Location

Mot yer examined Wicroria

Tide

Compensation - quarterly returns - Munitions, Stores and Transport Finsbury [7.00 cms|

Series number Control symbaol Conrents date range

MP1OOZIT 249/ 155/533 1941 - 1960
Barcode no

Access starus Locarion

Open Vicroria
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Title

Buildings and works - Munitions Stores and Transport, Derrimue

Series number

MP933/37

Open

Title

Control symbol Contents dare range

245/61/387 1947 - 1948
Barcode no

Locartion

Vicroria

Franking Machine Licences 606 and 607, Munitions Stores and Transpore.

Series number
MP4041

Acress srarus
Open

Control symbol Contents date range

1944/5968 1944 - 1944
Barcode no

Locarion

Vicroria

Tite

Memorandum concerning Transfer of goods interstate from Stores and Transport Branch and
Covernment Munitions Factories (with the exception of explosives) ar Oaldands Stores and
Transport Depor New Sourh Wales [1 page]

Series number
Ba7os

Access status
Open

Control symbol Conrents darte range

BI79/ 10471 1944 - 1944
Barcode no

Locarion

Yicroria

32
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Title

Munitions production phorographs - PY100 - PYLOG, Srores and Transport - Official opening of
Ashley street M5&T depot: Tasmanian Rallways Transport department; Thornyeroft Australia
Pry Led, Vic Toowoomba Foundry Pry Led, (d; Tough F and R, Elder Streer, Perth, WA;
Tulloch's Poy Led MNSW; and torpedas

Series number Control symbol Contents date range

B&529 36 1940 - 19406
Barcode no

Access status Location

Oipen Wictoria

Tide

Accountancy procedure for stores received from Department of Munitions

Series number Control symbol Contents date range

M08/ 219/701/89 1942 - 1942
Barcode no

Access status Location

Cpen Victoria

Title

Transport of Employees from Munitions Stores and Transport Branch Maribyraong o
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Derrimur - Refusal 1o ride in conveyance because of its filchy condition - complaint by
Temporary Cletls' Union thar suitable rransport available but refused and employees not paid
for rime lost [8 pages]

Series number Control symbel Contents datc range

WP 10077 249£1050/12 1943 - 1543
Barcode no

Access statns Location

Open Victoria

Title

Control of Design and Inspection of Army Munitions and Srores

Series number Control symbol Conrents date range

MP391/36 2514100438 1942 - 1942

Barcode no

Access status Location
Open WVicroria
Title

Stores and transport conference - Sydney - May 1944 [Tvem consists of 3 files and 1 phorograph
album ritled "Official Opening of Ashley 5t M3 8T [Munitions Stores and Trannsport] Depot
June 7 th 1944]

Series number Control symbol Contents date range

MP1038/2 DRASYER 2/42 1944 - 1952
Barcode no

Access status Locarion

Open Vieroria
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Title

Army Ammunition & Qrdnance Stores: Delivery of by Depr Munitions

Series number Control symbol Contents date range

MP392/36 250420020 1945 - 1947
Barcode no

Access status Locarion

Orpen with exception Wicrorna
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