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25 SHAKESPEARE GROVE
"FORTUNE"
History

In July 1884, the distinguished architect, J.A.B. Koch, called tenders for the
construction of three houses in St. James Park, Hawthorn.” These were most
probably the trio of single-storeyed brick residences at Nos. 23-27
Shakespeare Grove built for Archibald Davidson, Collins Street grocer, on land
bought in 1872.% In the 1887-88 Hawthorn rate book, Davidson was recorded as
living in No. 27. Richard Shann, broker, was in No. 25 and William Ray
Torrell in No. 23. They were each described as houses of eight rooms with
NAVs of 80 pounds.? No. 25 was occupied the following year by A. Saunders,
broker, 10

Description

A simple, but finely proportioned villa. Its flat front is divided into three
bays by the verandah. A central half round feature to the parapet and central
front door reinforced this symmetry. Below the parapet is a heavy course with
paired brackets and floral swags. The verandah is particularly fine. Its
cast iron columns are paired and a valence frame encloses a Greek maze pattern
design. The brackets are finely executed in triangular form with delicate
cast iron patterns between the paired columns.

Assessment

This elegant building illustrates the fine design skills which made J.A.B.
Koch one of the most significant architects of the latter decades of the
nineteenth century. This building is one of his smaller designs. It is
similar to the two adjoining(also by Koch)and displaysasimilar flatness of
facade as his superb Oxford at 21 Isabella Grove. The render mouldings are
of similarly fine execution though not matching detail.

This house has a row house, rather than a villa feeling, although it does not
occupy the property boundary. By this date villa forms were generally
favoured. Koch’s use of a parapeted forward facing form here illustrates
Koch’s individual style.

Significance Metropolitan

1. Architecturally significant as an excellent example of the medium sized
houses designed by prominent Melbourne architect J.A.B. Koch.

2. Architecturally significant for the contribution to the St. James Park
garden suburb.

T, Argus 28 July 1884 (p.2).
8, Gwen McWilliam, "Burwood Park", 1988, p.126.
9, Hawthorn R.B. 1887-88 Nos. 15, 15, 17.

10, Ibid. 1888-89 No. 987.



