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The site information given above has been determined from external street level inspection.
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40 POWER STREET
History

This house was originally one of pair with 36 Power Street constructed in 1887
for George Hurst by the builder, James Cook, who also built 8-10 Hawthorn
Grove, which has a similar facade decoration. No. 36 (now demolished), a
brick house of eight rooms, was occupied by Hurst in 1887. No. 40 was the
home of William Dixon, legal manager, in 1888. This residence has
associations with Sir Owen Dixon, not only through William Dixon but also
through the occupancy of F.H. Dixon, another relative, in 1898,

Description

A two-storeyed row house form set in villa fashion, set back from the side
boundaries. The front 1is rendered, incorporating particularly fine
vermiculated quoins. At the ground floor level openings are embellished with
mouldings to follow their stilted arch form. The cast iron to the verandah
is of standard form, however,on the ground floor there is a double frieze -
one incorporated into the timber frieze, the other added below it in
integrated frieze, bracket and straight form to match the first floor.

Assessment

This form type is the common early 1880s villa form, clearly related to the
common row houses of the inner suburbs. This building illustrates the
transition between the suburban row houses e.g. 71 Hotham Street, East
Melbourne, to a suburban application. A simple transfer has been effected
with the side parapet replaced by eaves, and windows inserted along the side
walls. The verandah has not yet returned to the side elevations and the bayed
front form of the later villas which capitalises on the front garden aspect,
has not been effected.

This example is remarkably intact and executed with fine high quality details.
Significance Metropolitan

1. Architecturally significant for the illustration of the transfer of the
inner urban row house form to the suburbs in villa form.

8, Rate Book information supplied by Gwen McWilliam (recommend that
entry no. should be checked to confirm original owner).



