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22 OXLEY ROAD
History

Charles Turner, building contractor, was the owner and probably the builder
in the middle 1860s of a number of small houses, mainly brick, in Oxley Road
south side near Poplar Avenue.? No. 22 Oxley Road was one of a pair of brick
houses owned by Turner and may have been his home during that decade and the
home of Alexander Turner, contractor, in the early 1880s.5 It may be one of
the earliest surviving cottages in Hawthorn. It is located near the
Glenferrie/Burwood Road intersection, which became the geographical centre of
an expanding Hawthorn from the early 1860s and developed into one of
Melbourne’s most important shopping centres.

Charles Turner, contractor, was listed at Glenferrie Road in the early 1860s.6
By circa 1867, Turner owned a number of dwellings in the vicinity and occupied
a house of three rooms and shed, NAV 15 pounds,’ which may be the building
known now as 22 Oxley Road. The following year, Turner’s buildings included
his own house and three other houses of two and four rooms, let to Peter
Cassidy, John Horner and Robert Menzie. The two smallest houses had NAVs of
eight pounds and the larger ones, NAVs of 25 pounds.® Turner’s four houses
were listed in Oxley Road in 1869.° During the 1870s, all four houses were
tenanted. One tenant was James Bonwick.!?® Later, in the 1880s, Turner’s
Oxley Road houses were described as a pair of brick houses (NAV 20 pounds),
a wood house of four rooms (NAV 22 pounds) and a brick house of four rooms and
school (NAV 62 pounds). Tenants were John Sharp, Arthur Tompkins, contractor;
Frank Madden and Benjamin Beddoe or Beddow, school teacher.!! These were
probably the pair of buildings listed as 20,22 Oxley Road shown on a 1902-3
M.M.B.W. drainage plan, and buildings on the sites of 24-28 Oxley Road.!? A
pair of 1880s houses are located now at 26-28 Oxley Road.

On-site inspection required to determine intactness.

o Hawthorn RB 1867-68 Nos. 157-160.

- Ibid. 1883-84 No. 1437; Historical Index. 1888, Local History
Collection, Hawthorn City Library.

% Ibid.

L8 Hawthorn RB Nos. 157-160. Streets not listed.

8, Ibid. 1868-69. Nos. 169, 173, 174, 175. Sheets not listed.

4, Ibid. 1869-70. Nos. 202-206.

8, Ibid. 1874-75. No. 383.

11, Ibid. 1888. Nos. 4936 - 4939; Ibid. 1889-90. Nos. 4936-4939.

12, M.M.B.W. drainage plan. Hawthorn No. 1501 (1902-3).
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22 Oxley Road continued
Significance

Most probably constructed as one of a pair of brick houses, circa 1867 or
earlier, this small masonry house has historical significance for its
associations with the building industry which played such an important role
in 19th century Hawthorn. It may be one of the earliest surviving houses in
the district. One of a number of mainly brick houses in Oxley Road, it may
have been Turner’s own home and is typical of the more modest homes occupied
by the many skilled artisans and contractors who flocked to Hawthorn in the
1860s and later. The site of 22 Oxley Road is associated with the expansion
of Hawthorn around the Glenferrie/Burwood Road intersection during this
period.



