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43 MARY STREET
History

This substantial two-storeyed brick villa was constructed in 1886 for Hector
McDonald, solicitor of the Grace Park Syndicate,3” which handled the 1884 and
later sales of residential allotments in the prestigious Grace Park Estate
subdivision. The Syndicate’s advertisements stressed the fine "residence
sites", three railway stations on the Estate’s borders, the streets "planted
with beautiful Elm trees" and the provisions governing the erection of only
brick or stone buildings costing "not less than 750 pounds".3% The original
agreement stipulated that ten houses only were to be built on the north west
corner of the estate between 1885 and 1889 and an architectural competition
was held.3® It is believed that McDonald’s residence at 43 Mary Street
(previously No. 33 and 35) with its patterned windows may have been designed
by Grainger and b’Ebro, who won first prize in the 1250 pounds category for

their design of a "Picturesque and cosy Habitation".40

McDonald’s villa was described in the 1886-87 Hawthorn rate book as a brick
house of ten rooms in Mary Street, NAV 120 pounds.?! By 1889-90, when
McDonald was owner/occupier still, the valuation had risen to 140 pounds.%?
By 1919, it was occupied by Charles Martin and by 1930, Mrs. Martin occupied
both Nos. 43 and 45 Mary Street, then known as "Marymeade Guest House". Mrs.
Cecilia Fay was the occupier in 1938 and still in 1960.%3

37, Hawthorn RB. 1886-87 Power Ward No. 1273.
38, Boroondara Standard. 12 May 1888 (auction notice).
39, Susan P. Brown, 'Grace Park Estate, Hawthorn", Research Essay,

Univ. of Melb., 1976; information supplied by Gwen McWilliam.

40, Australasian Sketcher, 30 June 1884. (contains article and
illustration of prize-winning designs); information supplied by
Gwen McWilliam.

41, Hawthorn RB. 1886-87 Power Ward No. 1273.

.2, Ibid. 1889-90 No. 580.

43, Information supplied by Gwen McWilliam.



