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27 MARY STREET
History

Robert Lennon, importer, was the first owner in 1888-892%! of the brick villa
known now as 27 Mary Street. Lennon owned many allotments of land in Mary
Street.?? In the 1888-89 Hawthorn rate book, Lennon was listed as the owner
of a house in Mary Street, NAV 40 pounds, and vacant land in Lots 66, 67 and
others.?3 By 1889, his house was described as a ten-roomed brick house, NAV
140 pounds.?* Lennon was owner/occupier of his Mary Street residence still
in 1892.2%5 Walter Sollas was the occupier of the property in 1897 when it
was recorded as No. 25,26

Description
Partly concealed by fence and garden. Requires on-site inspection.

A Gothic inspired garden villa executed in polychrome brick. It adopts the
standard "L" shaped form but includes many unusual features,including: a
lantern light, corner turret, corner gable projection to the verandah, and
honeycomb-like glazing bar divisions to the windows.

The gable end incorporates a small finial and quatrefoil pattern. Below, a
prominent pointed arch in polychrome defines a panel of symmetrical zigzag
pattern. A string course divides the upper and lower walls at the springing
point of the arch. Quoins are formed by zigzag application of cream bricks
on the red body. Contrasted with the forceful polychrome design is a delicate
fretwork verandah valence overlaid on fine brackets.

The fence incorporates a diamond pattern. It is of unknown date.
Assessment

Architects were working on several innovative styles around the turn of the
century, in one way or another all influenced by William Morris red house at
Blexley Heath in Britain and the reaction for the industrial revolution in
Britain during the second half of the nineteenth century. By the turn of the
century these are roughly grouped together as the red brick styles.
Conservative Victorian period villas which had developed through the 1870s and
1880s adopted some of the characteristics of these avant-garde groups in a
decorative way - sometimes referred to as Freestyle Edwardian.

21, Hawthorn RB 1888-89 (ends 30 Sept. 1889) No. 585.
”, Ibid. Nos. 572, 573, 574.

23, Ibid.

2%, Ibid. 1889-90 No. 616.

s, Ibid. 1892 Power Ward - No. 3316.

26, Information supplied by Gwen McWilliam.
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27 Mary Street continued

The use of red bricks, albeit in polychrome form, is unusual for the date.
They contribute a richness to the scheme which is consistent with the unusual
detailing. This would have been largely lost if the more common sober
Hawthorn brown bricks had been used.

The gothic form used here is a picturesque adaptation of ecclesiastic
buildings. It is unusual on houses and rare by this date. Hawthorns most
notable Gothic revival building from this end of the twentieth century is 5
Grattan Street. It also adopts red brick for its base walling but is more
adventurous than this example in its overall composition and decorative
details.

Significance Metropolitan

) 8 Architecturally significant for; its unusual picturesque Gothic form,
and the early use of red bricks.

2. A contributing component to this outstanding Victorian Garden Suburb
precinct at Grace Park.

3 Requires further on-site inspection.




