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22 LISSON GROVE
"MAROONDAH"
History

"Maroondah" at 22 Lisson Grove was built in 1887 for William Davidson,
Inspector-General of Waterworks, from the designs of the architects Prockter
and Ruck.?? This firm was associated with the design of a number of notable
domestic and commercial buildings in Melbourne and suburbs during the late
1880s and early 1890s.?! By the mid-1890s, as the colony came out of the
economic depression, Lisson Grove had become Hawthorn’s most fashionable
avenue - "a quiet tree-lined street of lovely houses in large gardens, with
tennis courts, orchards, coach houses, summer houses (and fowl yards) of the
notable or well-to-do, to the envy of the neighbourhood".??

Description

An elegant Victorian period villa, with hipped slate roof, three sided cast
iron verandah and plain rectangular form. The walls are dark brick, probably
Hawthorn browns, with render or sandstone quoins to the corners. Window
openings extend to the verandah level. The composition is symmetrical about
the entrance. Bluestone stairs lead up to the elegant and extensive verandah,
itself with a bluestone plinth, marked by a gable end and double columns. The
wide verandah has a concave profile, then losing favour to convex and cyma
reversa forms. A timber valence frame is used to support the Greek pattern
to the "straight". There is no frieze, but elaborate sunburst brackets are
used to the slender cast iron columns.

The return driveway sweeps past the entrance and provides a stunning setting
for the beautifully proportioned villa.

Assessment

The simple elegance of this structure is unusual for boom period Hawthorn.
By the end of the 1880s the showy large villas with bay wings, double bay
window fronts, or a mansion house colonnade form were dominant. Nos. 12 and
16 Kooyongkoot Road of 1884 and 1886 are good examples of the exuberance
favoured. Lisson Grove had larger blocks, and therefore an opportunity to
have large single storey houses which could be set well back from the street.
Perhaps this attracted a more conservative occupant. No. 42 has a similarly
restrained though still impressive form. This design utilizes the strength
of the materials to create its impact. The bluestone plinth is rough faced,
the brickwork is dark and somewhat forbidding, and the quoins strongly
expressed in raised form. A less forceful but similarly plain approach is
used by Prockter on 35 Hawthorn Grove of 1893. The house is similar in form
and detailing to the earlier unattributed design at 42 Lisson Grove of
1879/80.

20, Gwen McWilliam, Lisson Grove, Street Walk VI, Hawthorn Historical
Society, 1989. (Recommend Hawthorn rate book entry no. should be
searched to confirm original owner).

2, Miles Lewis, "Australian Architectural Index", Univ. of Melb.,

1977.

22, Gwen McWilliam, Lisson Grove.
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22 Lisson Grove continued

The Greek maze pattern to the cast iron is that favoured by J.B. Koch, and
used by him on several houses in Hawthorn.

Significance State

1.

A finely executed work by Prockter and Ruck which applies the basic
elements of small garden villas from the 1870s to large villa design.
Substantially intact.

Historically significant for the association with Davidson, the
Inspector General of Waterworks (ironically reflected in the name of
Maroondah) and for the contribution to the gracious late nineteenth
century precinct of Lisson Grove.

"Maroondah'", built in 1887 in tree-lined Lisson Grove (Hawthorn’s most
fashionable avenue in the 1890s), has historical significance for its
associations with William Davidson, Inspector-General of Waterworks.
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