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65 LISSON GROVE

HISTORY

This is one of four single-storeyed houses built in Lisson Grove between 1884
and 1886 for John Trood, gentleman, as investments. They were most probably
designed by the local architect, James Wood,'* who was associated with a
number of Hawthorn buildings in 1880s including the Augustine Congregational
Church in Burwood Road. All the Lisson Grove houses are different but with
matching chimneys and have ornate plaster or iron decoration. All had
original ratings of 80 pounds and were occupied by a variety of merchants and
professional people.

Description

A single storey garden villa executed in render (retaining an early ochre
wash) with a cast iron verandah, and hipped slate roof. The facade is
symmetrical about the central door and flanked by bay windows set under the
verandah roof. The verandah is not cranked to follow the bays, but is a
simple flat front with a small gable centrally located to define the door.
The reveals to openings incorporate finely executed colonnettes. The chimneys
have fine panel mouldings.

The central path and simple garden compliment the simple house form. Parts
of an early picket fence remain in the existing fence.

Assessment

This building is typical for the period. It is small for Lisson Grove,
illustrating speculative development here in the boom period of the 1880s.
It is not a remarkable work by the architect Wood, although it is an elegant
example of a typical form. Its significance is substantially increased by its
unusually intact condition.

~

Significance Metropolitan

1. Architecturally significant for the unusually intact condition of a
standard villa form.

2. Historically significant for the illustration of boom period speculative
housing in the Lisson Grove area.

14, Gwen McWilliam, Lisson Grove, Street Walk VI, 1989; a tender
notice in the Argus 30 December 1884 calling tenders for masons
work on two houses at Hawthorn may relate to 65 Lisson Grove
(signed by James Wood).







