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47 KINKORA ROAD
"YARROCK"
History

This splendid two-storeyed black brick and cast iron villa residence,
originally known as "Penare", was designed in 1891 by the architect William
Cleverdon for sharebroker, Stephen Tonkin.%® It was described in the 1892
Hawthorn rate book as a brick house of eleven rooms owned and occupied by
Tonkin (NAV 100 pounds).3? A 1902 MMBW drainage plan showed the house, then
No. 37, with an elaborate front garden design.’! The Seekamp family owned the
property during the 1920s, 1930s and later when it was occupied by the
celebrated Australian musician, Sir Bernard Heinz.%? From circa 1910, it has
been known as "Yarrock".33

Description

A two storey, large villa/small mansion, executed in the standard late 1880s
and early 1890s form with projecting gabled bay, and cast iron verandah
adjoining. The walls use the local brown "Hawthorn'" bricks relieved by plain
string courses at sill and first floor level. The roof is steeply pitched in
slate. Windows on the ground floor adopt the form used often in Queen Anne
and freestyle Edwardian houses, where a fixed light, sometimes with leaded or
etched glass, is used as a decorative feature above the double hung windows.

The cast iron verandah is standard but interestingly adopts a timber frieze
frame and separate frieze, straight and bracket, rather than the integrated
cast iron which had been used since the late 1870s. A substantial Araucaria
sp. in the front garden is now a landmark tree. A cast iron and bluestone
fence defines the front boundary (possibly original with alterations).

Assessment

Cleverdon began practising at the end of the 1880s and completed many
residential projects in Melbourne and Geelong up to the commencement of the
first World War. This building is amongst his early works. It is not an
adventurous design. Many similar buildings are found in Hawthorn, however it
gains additional significance here for its substantial intactness, for the
complementary setting and for the illustration of the range of large house
designs in the early 1890s, with its neighbours Nos. 39 and 41. The
association with Bernard Heinz adds considerably to its cultural significance.

s Building, Engineering and Mining Journal 7 Feb. 1891 (sp. 7).
Tenders accepted for the "erection of 2 storey brick villa
residence, Kinkora Road, Hawthorn, for S. Tonkin.

50, Hawthorn R.B. 1892 Power Ward No. 3388.

51, MMBW Drainage Plan No. 1493 (1902).

52, Melbourne Directories, Gwen McWilliam, Kinkora Road/Hawthorn
Grove, Hawthorn Historical Society, 1990.

53, Hawthorn R.B. 1909-10 No. 2697.
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47 Kinkora Road continued

Significance Metropolitan
1. Historically significant for the association with Sir Bernard Heinz.
2. Historically significant for the contribution it makes to the Victorian

Garden suburb developed at Kinkora Road last century.

3. Architecturally significant as a substantially intact example of its
type.
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