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4 HAWTHORN GROVE
"CHASECOTE"

History

A local builder, James Bishop, most probably constructed this double-fronted
house, "a most unusual house of black brick", in 1894 for M. Clark. Bishop
also constructed nos. 39, 43, 45, 55, 57, 61, 63 and 65 in Hawthorn Grove
primarily for the Melbourne Permanent Building Society. By the late 1890s it
was occupied by the architect, Frederick Fitts,*® who sometimes worked with
Lloyd Tayler in the design of commercial buildings, fire stations, banks and
houses in Melbourne during the 1890s and early 1900s.%® 1In the 1901-2
Hawthorn rate book, No. 4 is listed as "Monda" and described as a brick house
of seven rooms (NAV 60 pounds) occupied still by Fitts.?” Bishop also built
the neighbouring house at 6 Hawthorn Grove in 1893.%% No. 4 was the home of
Lewis Campbell, Solicitor, in the 1940s.49

Description

A flat front villa design symmetrical about the central door. On each side
a shallow bay projects from the front wall, and is expressed in the roof by
prominent, shallowly pitched gable ends. The gable ends almost meet. The
verandah is a simple skillion (part replaced ??) with a small central gable
defining the entrance door. The windows are simply paired and the bichrome
brick of brown and red is very simply executed. The sombre below verandah
roof approach is contrasted by the busy form above. The gable barges are
decorated with rectangular forms reminiscent of Chinoiserie. Behind the gable
ends have a fish scale pattern (also repeated on the verandah gable) and the
hipped roof returns on the gables with a fretwork fascia and heavy paired
eaves brackets.

Assessment

Two common single storey villa types occur in the peak of Hawthorn’s Victorian
garden suburb development during the 1880s and 1890s. One is forward facing
with a double bay, central door and verandah reflecting the bay form e.g. 22
Elm Street. The second type is "L" shaped with a return verandah terminating
at the projecting leg of the "L" - sometimes, as in 8 Elmie Street, a
projection also terminated the far return end to the verandah. Bichrome
brickwork or red brickwork render dressings is typical.

This building adopts the flat front form which becomes less common as the last
decade of the nineteenth century proceeds, in favour of the "L" shaped design
which was more suited to a corner emphasis garden form. Bishop’s other

a5, Loder and Bayly, Hawthorn Grove Area, Hawthorn Conservation Study,
Jan. 1978, p.12; Gwen McWilliam, Hawthorn Grove, 1977, p.60.

16, Australian Architectural Index, Miles Lewis, Univ. of Melb., 1977,

9, Noted in Gwen McWilliam, Hawthorn Grove, p.60.

48 Loder and Bayly, p.12.

1, Ibid.
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4 Hawthorn Grove continued

buildings in Hawthorn Grove used the more common "L" shaped form. Indeed the
majority of the buildings in the street use that form. This building is one
of few flat front designs.

The incorporation of two gable ends is most unusual and their elaboration is
equally uncommon. The fish scale motif is found in smaller areas on other
buildings but is not usually used so prominently. Bishop would appear to be
experimenting with this design.

Significance Metropolitan

1. Architecturally significant as one of few flat front villa designs in
Hawthorn Grove, it illustrates the second basic pattern from which the
garden villa evolves. Hawthorn Grove is perhaps the best Victorian
period garden villa street in Melbourne. This unusual example adds to
its diversity and the understanding of its origins.

2. Constructed in 1894, "Chasecote" has historical significance as an
example of the work of the local builder, James Bishop, and for its
associations in the late 1890s and later with the notable Melbourne
architect, Frederick Fitts.
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