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Dr.James Booth, North Melbourne medical practitioner, and . his wife, Angela E.J.Booth,
were rated first in the 1921-22 Shire of Doncaster rate records for a cottage and shed on
their 16 acres of land in Alexander Road, Warrandyte.” This cottage reputedly came
from Port Melbourne. However, no confirmation of this has been found.

The Booths at first used Nilja as their holiday home.*® By 1926, they were listed as
owner and occupiers.”®' In that year, Angela successfully stood as a candidate for
Warrandyte Riding in the newly-created Shire of Doncaster and Templestowe. She was
the first woman councillor in the municipality and the third to be elected in Victoria.
Angela was first president of the Women’s Citizens Movement and was on the executive
of the National Congress of Women.*®?
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Second owners of Nilja were the Rutledge family in 1948, recorded as Mrs Olive
Josephine Rutledge and her daughters, Olive and Dorothy.”®> Dorothy was a trained
teacher who became interested nin alternative methods of teaching children. In 1953, a
house, Mulloka, was built on part of the Nilja site as a holiday home for children. It was
run by Dorothy and her friend, Margaret Bennett, until it was destroyed by fire in 1965.
The Nilja outbuildings were also destroyed at this time.”**,

After the death of her mother and sister, Dorothy became the owner of Nilja. Following
her marriage in 1973 to Sir George Oswald Reid, barrister, solicitor and parliamentarian,
the couple lived at Nilja. They remained there until November 1988.°%° Sir George Reid
had a distinguished political career and was Attorney-General in the Bolte State
Government from 1955 to 1973.7°

Of local historical significance for its associations with Angela Booth, first woman
councillor in the municipality, and with Lady Dorothy Reid(nee Rutledge), an innovative

district teacher.
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