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South Warrandyte Hall
Hall Rd., South Warrandyte.

On “Black Friday”, 13 June 1939, a devestating fire swept through South Warrandyte
destroying all its public buildings, which included the South Warrandyte Hall, Post
Office and State School. As well, numbers of district homes were destroyed, including

31 Anderson,pp.38-40.

312 Shire of Bulleen RB 1888 Doncaster Riding No.397.

313 Shire of BulleenRB 1890 Doncaster RidingNo.386 (NAV 90 pounds).
314 Shire of Bulleen RB 1892 Doncaster Riding No.321 (NAV 112 pounds).
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those of the local builders, Alexa Goyder and Myrtle Houston. An article in the district
press called it “the Warrandyte Holocaust.”"

However, community groups were quick to rebuild their public buildings. A new South
Warrandyte Hall, built by community effort, was opened on 16 December 1939°*¢ and
was soon being used for public events. In July 1940, local Army volunteers were
farewelled at a dance in the hall,,’'” and there were regular community singing sessions.
1t was reported in August 1940 that the new hall had “had a successful run” with a record

balance sheet.>'®

The biggest event in the new hall was the 1941 South Warrandyte Show and Carnival
organisd by the local RSL branch. This event was described inn great detail in the district
press. Official guests included two MPs, the local Member, Hon. W.Everard, and the
Hon.G.L.Chambers, and the Mayor and Mayoress of Ringwood. There were prizes for
produce, cooking, jam making and needlework. However, the star attraction was a big
arena program of motor cycle events presented by the Harley Club.*"

As with the other district halls at Templestowe and East Doncaster, the South
Warrandyte Hall is owned now by the City of Doncaster and Templestowe. It was
purchased by the Council in 1977 but is run still by a local Committee of
Management.320

Of local historical significance as a community meeting place recreated through
community efforts after the 1939 bushfire.

3 Croydon Mail and Mount Dandenong Advertiser,Ringwood, 19 Jan. 1939.

318 The Mail Ringwood, 15 Aug. 1939.

3 The Mail Ringwood,20 July 1940.

318 The Mail, 15 Aug. 1940.

*1° The Mail,13 March 1941,

320 Interviews with Rosemary Adam and Bill Woods (President of the Hall
Committee),July 1994.

321 Shire of Doncaster and Templestowe General and Water RB 1946-47 No.33 (NAV 22

pounds). '
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