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Wembley Gardens
Doncaster.

Wembley Gardens, notable for its pine woodland character,308 is notable also as one of
the first district residential land subdivisions where an innovative underground electrical
system was introduced in the late 1960s. This system had been considered for some time.
It was thought that the absence of poles and overhead wires in the streets would
considerably enhance the environmental character of the new subdivisions.
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Lodged Plan 84495 dated 1968-69 shows the design of the Wembley Gardens subdivision
by O’Connor and Beveridge, Greensborough Surveyors and Consulting Engineers. A
feature of the design was the curving street pattern ending in a spacious central court and
two large areas set aside as reserves for municipal purposes. These reserves were at the
Doncaster Road entrance and on the south side of the Estate’s roadway between
allotments 2-4 and 5.

With the introduction of this system of underg round electrical reticulation at Wembley
Gardens and Rowallan Court at East Doncaster in 1969, and in a few other streets of land
subdivisions in 1970 and early 1971, the City of Doncaster and Templestowe became a
leader in the development of such systems in Australia.’®”’

Similar schemes had been unsuccessfully attempted by Walter Burley Griffin in his
1920s subdivisions at Eaglemont and Kielor. A.V.Jennings also made an attempt in 1937
on his Beaumont Estate in Ivanhoe but met with opposition from the City of
Heidelberg®™®. :

Following the early installations, the Council in May 1971 resolved that certain areas
within the municipality were to have an underground electrical reticulation system. This
was the first time, it is claimed, that a Town Planning condition of this type was applied
to residential land subdivision in Victoria.

In order to encourage land developers to accept this policy, it was necessary to develop a
less costly system. Similar schemes introduced into the United Kingdom and Europe

were more economical because of greater customer density.

However, being aware of less costly reticulation systems in the United States, the City
Electrical Engineer attended a conference held in Detroit during September 1971 and
visited electrical supply authorities to learn about their practises. as a result of this visit,
the municipality developed a three phase underground system suitable for the Australian
electricity requirementts. It incoroporated electrical equipment and techniques adopted
for the United States system. The high voltaege cables were initially imported from
Sweden and New Zealand before Australian manufactured cables became available.

In order to further reduce the cost of underground reticulation, the Electricity Department
encouraged developers to excavate and backfill trenches and negotiate with the PMG
(now Telecom) to provide telephone conduits for installation by the Electrical
Department at the time of laying the electrical cables.

39 Graeme F.Anderson, Electricity Supply in Doncaster and Templestowe,1992,p.38.
310 Bryce Raworth, Our Inter-War Houses, 1991, p.43.
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Land developers were not only encouraged to introduce the new system by the lowering
of costs but by the realisation that market prices for land sales were increased as a result
of the environmental effect of the absence of poles and overhead wires in the streets.

By the late 1970s, the pioneering role of the municipality was acknowledged throughout
Australia.And, in 1979, the City Electrical Engineer was appointed to a national
committee for the standardisation of underground residential reticulation practices.”'!

Of Regional historical significance as one of the first residential land subdivisions in
Victoria where an innovative underground electrical system was introduced by a
municipality and later developed as a model for similar schemes throughout Australia.
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